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In this Issue . . .

Chatter
 The CWC board held a retreat on Sat-
urday January 11, 2014 at the CWC office.  
The primary purpose of the retreat was to 
bring the new board members of the CWC up 
to speed on what is happening with the CWC 
and the direction the CWC is headed for the 
upcoming year of 2014.

 During the first hour of the retreat, the 
board listened to a social media expert.  She 
showed us how social media is used today in 
the business world and gave some examples 
of how the CWC could use social media to its 
advantage.  The board also heard from Mike 
Walker, the CWC forester.

 Last year the main goal for the CWC 
was the spillway/dam project.  This year the 
CWC’s main focus will be the implementa-
tion of a program to begin the repair and 
refurbishing of all the CWC roads, culverts, 
and ditches adjacent to the CWC roads.  
Speaking of the spillway/dam project, FYI, 
all of the invoices are in for the project, and 
we were $73,000 under budget.  By all ac-
counts, the spillway/dam project was very 
successful and accomplished our main goal 
of securing CWC’s greatest asset, its water. 
Thank you to all of the previous board mem-
bers that worked so diligently to make the 
project a reality.

 For the year 2014, as mentioned before, 
the number one objective of the CWC is to 

begin the implementation of a plan to repair 
and refurbish the CWC roads.  The ground 
work has been put in place by the prior 
board, the monies have been placed in the 
budget, and hopefully the process to begin 
the work will begin sometime in late spring.

 On Monday, January 13, 2014, the CWC 
board held its first regularly scheduled com-
mittee meeting for the 2013-2014 year, 
and from the numerous comments I have 
received from board members, it was one of 
the best discussion sessions the CWC board 
has had for several years.  In addition to our 
regular committee agenda of meetings, Matt 
Ward, the CWC biologist gave his report to 
the board.  His recommendations can be 
found at www.cherokeewatercompany.com. 

 Finally, after the CWC committee meet-
ings on Monday, the CWC board held a ques-
tion and answer period from 5:30-6:00 for 
all CWC shareholders.  As you can see, the 
current CWC board has spent a consider-
able amount of time together since January 
11, dealing with the business of the CWC.  
Please take the opportunity to thank these 
board members for their commitment to the 
CWC.

February 2014

Gary F. Mapes 
Cherokee Water Company 
Board President
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Minutes of the  Board of Directors Meeting
of the Cherokee Water Company

Draft for Approval       January 16, 2014

THE CWC BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETS THE 3RD THURSDAY OF THE MONTH AT 6 P.M.

ALL SHAREHOLDERS ARE WELCOME.  NEXT MEETING:   February 20

 A meeting of the Board of Directors 
for Cherokee Water Company was held at 
6:00 pm on Thursday, January 16, 2014, 
at NK 20 Lake Cherokee, Longview Texas 
75603 with the following Directors pres-
ent:

 Gary Mapes, President
 Tommy Visage, Vice President
 Mike Lee, Treasurer
 Mike Pemberton, Secretary
 Dickens Wilkinson
 Darrell Wolven
 Bill Adler
 Randall Latch
 George Strunk
 Lynda Whalen  
    
 Also present were Ned Muse, Martin 
Pessink, and Rick Faulkner.

 President Gary Mapes called the meet-
ing to order.

 Secretary Mike Pemberton pro-
nounced a quorum.

 A MOTION was made by Tommy Vis-
age and seconded by Dickens Wilkinson 
to approve the Minutes of the October 17, 
2013 Board of Directors meeting.  The mo-
tion passed..

 A MOTION was made by Mike Pem-
berton and seconded by Dickens Wilkinson 
to approve the Minutes of the November 
14, 2013 Board of Directors meeting.  The 
motion passed.

 The Financial Statements for the first 
quarter of the CWC Fiscal year 2014 (Oc-
tober, November, December, 2013) were 
reviewed in detail at the Committee Meet-
ing held on Monday, January 13, 2014.
The Balance Sheet as of December 31, 
2013, is in excellent shape.  The current 
assets/cash equivalents are 89.6% of cur-
rent assets, 55.6% of total assets, and 
10.5:1 to current liabilities which means 
the CWC has a very liquid balance sheet.
Total operating income, oil & gas and other 
income for the first quarter  was 6.7% over 
budget. The operating expenses were un-
der budget 13.9%. The Net Income before 
FIT was over the budget 68%. The repairs 
to the spillway have been completed at a 
cost of $1,031,398, or $73,630 under the 
original contract.  The CWC paid $746,148 
in the first quarter, $233,680 in January, 
2014, and only $51,570 in retainage re-
mains to be paid when it is released by the 
engineer.  The cost was paid by the lease 
payments received of $275 per share and 

CWC funds.  The CWC did not borrow any 
funds to pay for this project.

A MOTION was made by Mike Lee and 
seconded by Darrell Wolven to approve the 
first quarter ending December 31, 2013 
financial reports and certify the bills paid. 
The motion passed.

 Due to changes to IRS Regulations 
effective January 1, 2014, it was the rec-
ommendations of our accounting firm and 
auditors that the CWC execute an Account-
ing Policy to take advantage of some safe 
harbor elections in the new regulations.  
The Accounting Policy was reviewed at the 
Monday Committee meetings.

 A MOTION was made by Mike Lee and 
seconded by Dickens Wilkinson to approve 
the Cherokee Water Company Accounting 
Policy as presented. The motion passed.

 An updated Investment Policy was 
reviewed at the Monday Committee meet-
ing.  The proposed Investment Policy was 
presented along with the current Invest-
ment Policy detailing the changes in the 
policy. The main change allows the CWC 
to invest up to 20% of the available in-
vestment funds in mutual funds, stocks, 
and exchange traded funds and notes.  
The CWC is currently restricted mainly 
to treasury bills, bonds and certificates 
of deposit.  Certain restrictions apply as 
detailed in the policy.   The CWC currently 
has two separate bond funds which will 
be consolidated, but none of the bonds 
will be sold with the consolidation. The 
Investment Policy change is a result of 
CWC review of its current policy with the 
CWC Investment Advisors, the Investment 
Advisors recommendations, and current 
market conditions.  The change allows the 
CWC to maximize the return on its invest-
ment funds.  The investment in equities as 
detailed in the Investment Policy will be 
managed by the Investment Advisors.

 A MOTION was made by Mike Lee 
and seconded by Bill Adler to approve the 
CWC Investment Policy as presented. The 
motion passed.

Ned Muse presented the Manager’s Report

1. The replacement of the culvert near 
the golf course has been completed.  The 
culvert was washed out during an ex-
tremely heavy rain event in November, but 
has been open to traffic for the majority of 
the time.

2. A final progress estimate and pay-
ment request from Geo Solutions on the 
repairs and upgrades to the spillway has 
been received.  The final cost of the proj-
ect was $1,031,398.10.  This represents 
a savings of $73,629.90 from the original 
contract.

3. The annual Fishery Survey conducted 
by the Lake’s biologist, Matt Ward of Total 
Lake Management was received. Copies 
of the report will be made available to the 
Fishing Club and a link to the report will 
be added to the website.  The report con-
cludes that the lake and its fish population 
continue to be in good shape.  The report 
also makes some recommendations relat-
ing to size and limits that will be consid-
ered for implementation.

4. CWC is currently negotiating the con-
tract details for the possible sale of water 
for use in oil and gas drilling operations.

5. There are 13 shareholders that have 
not paid as of this date.  Phone calls and 
certified letters have been sent.  They 
have been given until 2/1/14 to respond 
before they are turned over for collection.

 Gary Mapes, in Long Range Planning 
Committee Chairman Sue Wilson’s ab-
sence, presented  the report.  The Com-
mittee did  meet and had no action items 
to bring before the Board. 

 Darrell Wolven, Chair of the Property 
and Rules Committee, reported that the 
Committee did meet.  They reviewed 3 
variance requests and 3 were approved to 
bring before the Board. 

 A MOTION was made by Darrell Wol-
ven and seconded  by Randall Latch that 
the Board accept the recommendation of 
the committee to approve the following 
variances:

1) Consider the Committee recommen-
dation regarding the request for a variance 
from Joseph Presser, SF-23, to place an air 
conditioning unit closer than 6’ (4’) side-
line setback.

2) Consider the Committee recommen-
dation regarding the request for a  vari-
ance from Hugh Hardee, SO-05,  to build 
an attachment to an existing home that 
the eave will be closer than 6’ (4’6”) from 
the side set back.

3) Consider the Committee recommen-

dation regarding the request for a variance 
from Julie Mack, NP-77, to cover an exist-
ing deck that will be closer than 75’ (18’) 
from shoreline.

The motion passed .  

 Dickens Wilkinson, Chair of the Natu-
ral Resource Committee, reported that the 
Committee did meet and had no action 
items to bring before the Board.

 Tommy Visage, Chair of the Building 
and Grounds Committee, reported that the 
Committee did meet this month and had 
no action items to bring before the Board.  
He noted that the Committee discussed 
road maintenance.

 Mike Pemberton, Chair of the Policy 
and Conduct Committee, reported that the 
Committee did meet this month and had 
no action items to bring before the Board.

 Being no further business, the meet-
ing was adjourned at 6:30 pm. .

ATTEST:

________________________
Mike Pemberton, Secretary

All variance requests must 
be turned in by 5:00pm the 
Monday before the Property 
Committee meets.  (10 days 
before the Board meeting)

2014 DATES
 

February-  February 10
March-  March 10

April-  April 7
May-  May 5

June-  June 9
July-  July 7

August-  August 11
September-  September 8

October-  October 6
November-  November 10
December-  December 8
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ST 02 at Sunset      Photo submitted by Kim Brown 

   Free   Golf   in   February
The shareholders of the lots listed here are the winners of FREE GOLF at the 
Cherokee Country Golf Association Course during the month of February. Any 
member of the shareholder’s family should present the shareholder’s card for 
one FREE round of golf, including the use of a cart, during the month of February.

SQ-14    NP-105    NS-06    SK-53    NF-49

Fifth Annual Preservation Club
Easter Egg Hunt

Saturday, April 19th at 10:00 a.m.
Free egg hunt, games and prizes 

(max age 10 yrs.)
Bring your camera for photos with“Mr. Bunny”

Fifth Annual Preservation Club 
Easter Egg Hunt 

 
Saturday, April 19th at 10:00 a.m. 

Free egg hunt, games and prizes (max.age 10 yrs.) 
Bring your camera for photos with 

“Mr. Bunny” 

Sunset Lake Cherokee January 16, 2014      Photo submitted by Bob Tippit, SH 31



4

Manager’s 
Report

with Ned Muse

Mgr’s Report, page 5

I have been 
thinking a 
lot this week 
about the 
folks in West 
Virginia who 
have been 
without wa-
ter for over a 
week in some 
cases.  Such 
a simple thing 
that we all 
take for grant-
ed; turn on 

the tap, jump in the shower--no big 
deal, right? Apparently it is if your 
community’s water is no longer safe 
to drink or the supply has run out.  
The contamination of the water sup-
ply in the affected area of West Vir-
ginia has forced the closing of schools 
and businesses and curtailment of 
healthcare and hos-
pital activities.   I 
heard one gentle-
man interviewed 
who was going to 
a truck stop that 
still had water and 
paying $13.00 for a 
shower!  Maybe that 
gets us closer to the real value of our 
water supply.  There is an old proverb 
sometimes attributed to Ben Frank-
lin and sometimes to Thomas Fuller 
that says “We never know the value 
of water until the well is dry”.  Smart 
person who ever said it.

 Take a look out your front window 
at the lake.  Lots of great water out 
there.   Seems practically endless 
doesn’t it?  We need to remember 
that while most see the lake in terms 
of recreation, a beautiful environ-
ment and a source of great pleasure 
to many of us, it was created to be a 
water supply for the City of Longview 
and the Knox Lee Power Plant.  

 The revenues from those two enti-
ties are vital to paying the bills around 
here and securing the value of Lake 
property.  The CWC received income 
from the sale of over five billion gal-
lons of water to the City of Longview 
last year.  We also receive revenue for 
the use of Lake Cherokee water for 
cooling purposes from AEP/SWEPCO.  
Those revenues go directly to pay for 
the operating costs of the Lake and 
the CWC.  We need to protect both 
the quality and quantity of the water 
in the Lake to maintain that revenue 
and our great environment.

 The need to protect the qual-
ity and supply of water is the reason 
why we have rules and policies that 
govern things like the use of chemical 
herbicides and other chemicals.  This 
is also the reason for requirements 
regulating the location, design and 

operation of our sep-
tic and aerobic sys-
tems.  The use of 
siltation fences and 
the construction 
and maintenance 
of silt ponds around 
the lake are also in-

tended to protect the 
quality and volume of our water.

 While on the subject of water, we 
received the annual Lake Cherokee 
Fisheries Report from Matt Ward of 
Total Lake Management.  Matt pro-
vides us with several important re-
ports each year and helps us manage 
the vegetation on the lake and the 
fishery.  One service Matt provides is 
an annual fishery survey of the lake.  
The report provides the data on the 
fishery, vegetation and the conditions 
he noted on the lake.  This year’s sur-
vey was done in late October of 2013.

 The Report indicates that the 
fishery is in good condition and that 

We never know 
the value of water 
until the well is dry

Happy Birthday 
Mr. Taylor

February 28

bass (the primary target fish on the 
Lake) are a bit heavier than those 
found in the previous year’s survey.  
The survey also found that while 
there were exotic species of vegeta-
tion on the Lake including hydrilla, 
our efforts to control them including 
grass carp have served to keep them 
under control.  The survey found no 
evidence of invasive species such as 
giant salvinia, zebra mussels, etc., 
however we need to be constantly on 
the watch for these species.  Those 
of you that take your watercraft to 
other lakes need to be particularly 
diligent in your efforts as transient 
watercraft provides the greatest op-
portunity for invasive species to en-
ter the lake.

 I have had the entire report put 
on the Lake Cherokee webpage so 

that everyone can have an opportu-
nity to look at it.  We are studying the 
findings and recommendations and 
will be considering changes to rules 
and policies based on the study’s 
findings.  If you have any comments, 
please send me an email or give me a 
call.

 One last subject, the Board has 
begun discussing possible work at Ar-
rowhead Park.  There have been re-
cent indications that the park may be 
becoming a hangout for some engag-
ing in mischief.  We need to clean up 
the park and remove stunted timber 
and trees that have reached the end 
of their life cycle to prevent them from 
becoming hazardous.  In addition, we 
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Mgr’s Report from page 4

 One of the 
tasks per-

formed by the Water 
Company is animal control. We under-
stand that pets are an important part 
of our families.

 When the Lake Patrol picks up 
an animal they make every effort to 
locate the owner, however, there are 
many picked up with no colors or 
other identification.

 Animals are held in the kennel at 
the Lake Patrol office for a minimum 
of seventy two (72) hours before be-
ing transferred to the animal shelter in 
Longview.

 When an animal is picked up, the 
officers take a photo which is posted 
on the company Facebook page which 
has proven to be a successful way in 
reuniting lost animals with their own-
ers or for finding homes for other 
strays.

 What should you do if your pet 
goes missing? Call the office or Lake 

Patrol and give them 
a description of your 
pet. You can email 
or drop off a pic-
ture which helps in 
the identification 
of your pet and 
we will post it 
on the Faceb-
bok page so 
others can be 
looking. Make 
sure your pet 
has a collar with 
a tag that has 
contact information 
and/or an IRD chip.

 When your pet is found let us know.

 Remember too please, CWC rules require 
that pets remain penned up or on a leash.
 

Martin A. Pessink
     Director of Operations
     Cherokee Water Company

Protect 
Your 
Pets

Now, a backup system is in place. Equipment is vastly 
upgraded, “tripling system capacity” with exception-
ally improved RELIABILITY.  Extreme winds/lightning 
might sometimes pose challenges.

GoZoe Wireless NOW provides the FASTEST speeds 
on the lake, true broadband, fixed Wireless internet 
service to 100% of all Lake Cherokee areas with 
quicker response/unsurpassed service and  SPEEDS 
significantly improved up to 20Mbps.

need to mulch the ground under the 
trees to reduce the undergrowth.

 Several years ago there was ap-
parently a plan to create and main-
tain trails in the park as well as a 
ball park and pavilion.  Those were 
great ideas, but at this point we are 
only talking about thinning the trees 
and removing the underbrush.  If 
approved, this work will not be done 
until at least summer to allow the 
ground in the park to dry.

 If you have any comments or 
suggestions about the park, please 
let me know.  I would really appreci-
ate hearing from you.

 One last water related quote.  
Ben Franklin is quoted as having 
said: “In wine there is wisdom, in 
beer there is Freedom, in water 
there is bacteria.”  

Think about it. 
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Cherokee 
Fishing 

Club News
By Bo Besharse

Next Meeting
February 10

 This was a big first for me on meeting night.  As 
a club member for over 15 years, I have not missed a 
fishing club meeting and I missed the January meet-
ing.  As it turned out, it appears that I may have a 
herniated disc.  I asked Joe Travis, Club Vice Presi-
dent, to take over the club meeting for January.

 Genia Holland, Secretary, obtained the names of 
our new members and the “Cookie People” for the 
January meeting.  We had one new member and 
he was Josh Sutton, son of Jeff Sutton.  Josh was 
welcomed to the club by our group.  The “Cookie 
People” for the night were Genia Holland, Wylene 
Smith, Pat Hewitt, Brenda Wyche, Bob Tippit, Mayre 
Drennan, Carol Staiti, Bonnie Haynes, Linda Steele, 
and Lee Scott and his guest Darlene Wright. Genia 
announced that it is time for the 2014 dues.  Genia 
read a thank you note we received from Tatum In-
terchurch Ministries thanking the CFC for their food 
and toy donations for the “Blue Santa” project.  They 
wrote that they were able to help 152 families in the 
Tatum area. 

 Vern Brown, Tournament Director, reminded 
everyone that the CFC Spring Bass Tournament has 
been set for Saturday, April 12, 2014.   We will be 
placing the tournament entry forms in the March and 
April Chatter.

next meeting and formulate plans to address Matt’s 
recommendations.  

 The Monthly Raffle was conducted at the end of 
our meeting and the raffle winners were Zeb Deck, 
winning a set of Frog Tog rain gear and a heated 
pillow; Regan Wyche, also won a set of Frog Tog rain 
gear and heated pillow; Gwen Brock won a filet knife 
and weigh-in bag; James Nowak and James Hewitt 
both won Academy gift Cards;  Bob Tippit won a Blue 
Bird house built by Lee Scott.

 Our next meeting will be held on February 10, 
at the Cherokee Water Company Office located at NK 
20, Lake Cherokee.

 Dona Anderson, Habitat Director announced that 
work days will be scheduled, when the weather warms 
up, to begin placing new habitats into the lake.

 Joe Travis, Fisheries Director, Announced that he is 
preparing the Crappie pond  to receive brood crappie.  
He has placed Cormorant barriers and new habitats in 
the pond to protect the fry when the spawn occurs.

 Regan and Brenda Wyche and Pete and Carol Staiti 
were presented plaques for their service to the CFC 
during the 2013 year.  Each one of the award winners 
contributed their time, effort and skills to the CFC and 
shareholders of Lake Cherokee.  We appreciate the 
commitment to making Lake Cherokee a great place to 
live.  

 Total Lake Management completed their annual 
Survey of Lake Cherokee and Lynda Whalen gave a 
short briefing of the recommendations of Matt Ward, 
the Biologist that conducted the annual survey.  The 
entire survey is available on the Lake Cherokee web-
site.  www.cherokeewatercompany.com  We will be 
discussing the recommendations in detail during our 

Pete and Carol StaitiRegan and Brenda Wyche

Raffle winners Zeb Deck, Regan Wyche, James Nowak, James Hewitt, Bob Tippit

New member Josh Sutton
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by Susan Deeds and Brenda Carlton
     Knife, Fork, and Trowel will be back in 
full swing on February 11th as Sammie 
and Bud Austin, Polly and David Dunlap, 
Mec and Larry Lacewell, Ester and Don 
Satcher, and Delores and Mike Toon 
serve as hostesses and hosts. They will 
provide the entree, and each family at-
tending will bring a pot luck dish to share. 
Callers will be in touch to get an accu-
rate count for the hosts and hostesses. 
Longview’s First Methodist Church Quin-
tet will entertain with a medley of selec-
tions. It should be a wonderful evening! 

Dinner will be served at 6:00pm with gather 
and fellowship beginning at 5:30pm down-
stairs at the CWC office.

If you are a Lake Cherokee resident, and 
you have not yet attended one of our din-
ners but would like to attend, please give 
me a call at 903-643-9499 to reserve a 
seat at the table. We encourage you to 
bring guests whenever you like; just let us 
know so we can include your guests in our 
count. We want to have plenty of food for 
everyone. Hope to see you February 11th!
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LadiesBridge
LARCS

by Bette Slade

 The Larc Ladies Bridge Group held 
their luncheon meeting on January 8th, 
a week later than the ordinary January 

1st Wednesday to begin 
the 2014 year of bridge 
playing.  We want all 
of our Lake Cherokee 
shareholders that would 
enjoy a game of bridge 
with us, to please come.  
We meet at 12:00 noon 

every Wednesday except the dates of the 
luncheon on the first Wednesday which 
begins at 11:00am.

 In inquiring about favorite bridge 
expressions, the members playing today 
gave several examples.  Bette started off 
by saying mine was to bid “4 No Trump” 
and Debbie Hobson gave the age old 
expression of “Let’s cut their leg off”.  
Another rule of the game was stated 
by Donna Knox that says “Return your 
partner’s lead”.  Another said she said “I 
pass” much too often!  Mary Nowak’s fa-
vorite was “Deal the cards”, which trans-
lates in to “let’s get the game started”  
It was a fun discussion and one favorite 
that Frances Everett uses was talked 
about but she was not present today.

 Peggy Kernohan had the tables 
decorated to perfection with pheasant 
feathers.  Her décor is worth coming to 
the games just to see her creativeness.

 We do keep score and we do play 
bridge.  We do have winners and we do 
have losers...believe it or not!

Seated Wanda Wallace and Carol Ross; Standing Debbie Hobson, 
Bette Slade, Mary Nowak, Donna Knox and Peggy Kernohan Note the Pheasant feather décor! Luncheon table

Carol Ehl and Lynda Suter

All Shareholders are 
urged to contribute arti-
cles, event news, photos, 
inquiries and information 

of interest to residents of Lake Cherokee for publications in The Chatter. 
Advertising rates can be obtained by calling the Cherokee Water Company 
at 903-643-3933; fax 903-643-2717, or office e-mail at Chatter@lkcherokee.
com. The Cherokee Chatter is published by the Cherokee Water Company 
and is printed by the printing division of the Longview News Journal. The 
Chatter does not endorse or accept any liability for any advertisements 
contained within the publication.

CHATTER
The Cherokee

SM-4 at Sunrise     Photo submitted by Sherri Glover
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FIGHT THE 
FLU

information from FLU.GOV

What is the best way to protect myself and my 
family from the flu?
Everyone 6 months of age or older should get the flu 
vaccine as soon as it is available in your area.

What everyday steps can I take to stop the spread of germs?
There are steps you can take in your daily life to help protect you from getting the flu.

• Wash your hands often with soap and water or an alcohol-based hand rub.
• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth. Germs spread this way.
• Try to avoid close contact with sick people.
• Practice good health habits. Get plenty of sleep and exercise, manage your   
                      stress, drink plenty of fluids, and eat healthy food.
• Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you cough or sneeze.           
                      Throw the tissue in the trash after you use it.
• If you are sick with flu-like illness, stay home for at least 24 hours after your  
 fever is gone without the use of fever-reducing medicine.

Are there medications I can take to prevent getting the flu?  
If you are healthy but exposed to a person with the flu, antiviral drugs can prevent you 
from getting sick. The sooner you are treated with an antiviral, the more likely it will 
prevent the flu. Antiviral drugs are 70% to 90% effective at preventing the flu. Talk to 
your health care provider if you think you need antiviral drugs.

NEED DIRT?
CALL

903-576-0113
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Seleta Davis, NL 42   Thanksgiving at Lake Cherokee
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by Celia Taylor

 Well this month there is not much to 
report.  With the rain and the cold weath-
er the course hasn’t been open a lot.

 Elections of directors are coming up 
February 13th.  If you haven’t filled out  
your ballot, please do that and either drop 
it off at the course or mail in.  Everyone 
is invited to the meeting which will start 
at 6:00 at the Golf Course meeting room.  
President Glen Kernohan will be retiring 
from the board.  He has been a great 
asset to the course during his years on 
the board.  He will be missed by all!  The 
board would like to thank him for all of 
his hard work.  There has been a lot of 
challenges over the years and without his 
guidance a lot of things would not have 
happened.  Thank you Glen!

 The Ladies Group is still playing on 
Tuesdays at 10:00 am and would love to 

have new members for this group.  They 
have a lot of fun.

 The Saturday “Fun Group” still plays 
a scramble every Saturday morning at 
10:00 and would love to have new golfers. 
Everyone is invited to play.  You don’t have 
to play good this is a scramble and it is a 
great way to meet others.  This is a really 
great and fun  group.

 Guess what tee box the picture is (and 
person if  you know them – not required).  
Please call 903-452-6792 if you know.

 After the elections the tournament 
committee will post all the tournaments 
for the year and it will be in the Chatter 
and the Monthly Calendar.

 I hope February will bring nicer 
weather or we can play in the snow and I 
can report more.

Guess what tee box the picture is (and person if  you know them – 
not required).  Please call 903-452-6792 if you know.

Don’t forget 
your Valentine!
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 The first meeting of the new 
year kicked off with good attendance 
and pizza!    We’re excited about the 
prospects we have ahead of us.  In 
the words of the poet Shelley, If winter 
comes, can spring be far behind?   With 
great anticipation we wait for the spring 
and summer.   Even had a discussion 
of breakfast on the island and how 
much we’ve missed it!   We’re looking 
forward to the first warm day to get out 
and play!

 We kicked off our membership 
drive for 2014!   Please join us for the 
fun and excitement ahead.  Individual 
memberships are only$10 for the year, 
$20 for family.  The Preservation Club 
just keeps getting better, improving with 
time like fine wine.

 The success of the Chili Fest 
was discussed.  We’re excited about 
doing it again and improving it.  There 
were six teams that entered.  Everyone 
enjoyed the DJ and music.  The con-
sensus is that the event will grow.  We 
plan to donate 60% of the money col-
lected to the firework display on July 

4th, which is one of everyone’s favorite 
events.

 Another of our favorite events is 
the Easter Egg Hunt which is scheduled 
for April 19th.   Our forever more precious 
Karen Nimmo has consented to organize 
the event again this year.  She is already 
preparing for it, purchasing lots of goodies 
for the kids.  We will have face painting 
and stickers (kiddie tattoos) again as well 
as games.  We always get a large turn-
out for this, and everyone enjoys the Big 
Easter Bunny!   It is a lot of work, but very 
gratifying to see how much the children 
enjoy it.

 Wet and Wild will be Saturday, 
June 7th.   We will keep the same format, 
but there will be a few changes.  We don’t 
want to mess too much with a good thing!   
There is always lots of positive feedback on 
this event.  We had a massive demand for 
tank tops and towels and will supply more 
this year.  It truly creates a lot of community 
and camaraderie around our lake.
   
 The calendar was very successful 
again this year.  Our lovely and lively Tressie 
Grant was in charge.   It was decided to be-
gin accepting photos throughout the year.  
Our new chairperson for the calendar will 

be our sweet Judy blue eyes, Judy Ow-
ens.  If you have a photo that you would 
like to enter please email it to either 
Jane Wolven atd.wolven@sbcglobal.
net or Judy Owens at Judyo0622@aol.
com.   Please don’t send photos from 
your phones, the resolution is not good 
enough for a really clear, crisp photo for 
the calendar.  Please use a good cam-
era with high resolution.

Looking forward to fourteen!

Happy boating to all!
Tommy Pelton, Secretary

Fuel Center
FEBRUARY

CLOSED
 

March & April  
(beginning Saturday, March 1st)

Tuesday 1:00-5:00
Saturday 1:00-5:00

 

May-September
Tuesday-Friday 2:00-6:00

Saturday 8:00-6:00
Sunday Noon-6:00
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401 N. Martin  •  Kilgore  •  984-2525
Toll Free 1-800-283-0332

Kilgore Family Owned & Operated Since 1938
For Area Obituary Notices: www.raderfuneralhome.com
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S&H CONTRACTORS
Heating and Air Conditioning. Sales and 
Service. Call 903-643-9690.

WATSON REFRIGERATION
Air conditioning & Heating service.  Call 
903-758-9840

OLGA AT YOUR SERVICE  
House cleaning, short or long term property 
management.  Lake references available.  
903-297-1766 home 903-746-5179 cell. 

MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT 
INSURANCE  

Good Rates, Major Companies-Blue Cross, 
Mutual of Omaha, Conseco, American Pio-
neer, Etc. 
Call Don Pinkerton 903-643-0354.

NEED A HAND? 
I CAN HELP! with almost anything. House sitting, 
checking mail, Watering plants (inside and out), 
pet setting, pet walking, running errands for el-
derly or sick. Moving in? I can unpack for you. 
Moving Out? I can clean for you. Call Selena 903-
263-1059 (19-year Lake Cherokee resident).

AFFORDABLE PLUMBING, 
HEATING & AIR  

Why waste your money!  Senior discounts.  
All plumbing, heating & air repairs.  (No job 
too small)  Repipe, slab leak repair, new 
installations, drain & rooter service & elec-
tronic leak detection. Free estimates on 
plumbing & new installations. Call Michael 
Evans @ 903/643-9277 Lic. #M39951.

REMODELING: 
Kitchens, baths, room additions, gutter 
screens & cleaning,  tree service. .Free es-
timates.  Any home repair or improvement.  
Call Rick Warner @ 903/720-7540.

AMERICAN MOBILE 
DETAILING

Need your car, boat, RV etc. detailed?   Call 
today for an appointment.  We come to you.       
903-235-3914

PAINTING BY MIKE
Custom Painting, Carpentry, Pressure Wash-
ing, General Handyman.  
Over 25 years experience.  Call Mike @ 
903/987-0592.  (7 year Lake Cherokee resi-
dent)

STUMPS & OLD PIERS 
CUT UNDERWATER  

Up to moderate size.  Underwater search, 
locating, and marking items.  
Call Bill Sharp 903-758-5669.

GONzALEz TREE SERVICE
Insured & free estimates.  
Call 903/424-8680 or 903/ 424-8840.

CHEROKEE BOAT 
MAINTENANCE

WINTERIZE EARLY! Boat and water-
craft maintenance and minor repairs. Oil 
changes, batteries and general up-keep. 
David Wilson NP35  903/235-6458

INSIGHT REMODELING
Insight provides home owners with qual-
ity home remodeling services at affordable 
prices. We provide a full range of home im-
provement services. Utilizing a design/build 
approach helps your project run smoothly, 
and more efficiently. From design to com-
pletion, we can provide you with everything 
you need to make your home renovation 
dreams a reality. Call today for a FREE es-
timate. Dustin Sullivan- 903/790-2229. Se-
nior and military discounts available.

ON THE LAKE, LAWN CARE
Family owned & operated.  Free estimates.  

Clockwork schedules.  
Contact Eric Jacobs, SH-04 @ 903/353-5093

CALL ERIN 
@ 903-643-3933 
TO PLACE  YOUR AD

JSK LAWN CARE
Owner: Jonathan Gonzalez 903/240-2312

Clean ups, tree trimming, tree removal

BATES PAINTING
Residential & Commercial

903/931-1283 
Blakely Bates Owner/Operator

5410 Curtis Black Rd.
Hallsville, TX  75650

Next Chatter  
Deadline

February 
19

Submit photos 
and articles of interest to 
Chatter@lkcherokee.com
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Johnny Cace’s January

 Peggy Kernohan and Carolyn 
Matter hosted the First Friends January 
16th luncheon  at Johnny Cace’s Res-
taurant in Longview. Not only is the food 
great there, but they have such a good 
meeting room for our program. Peggy 
and Carolyn arranged for Mary Murdock 
to portray Nancy Reagan for us, and she 
was wonderful! I would never miss an op-
portunity to hear one of Mary Murdock’s 
characterizations; her portrayal compels 
her listeners to walk at least a few steps in 
her character’s shoes, as she brings her 
character to life, up close and personal.

 We were honored to have three 
guests join us for the luncheon - Ludie 
Courtney(guest of Susan Deeds), Con-
nie Faulkner( guest of Betty Heim), and 
Patricia Hewitt (guest of Wylene Smith). 
We encourage our members to bring a 
guest(s) whenever possible - the more, 
the merrier. Speaking of merriment, we 
had three door prize winners - Donna 
Knox, Connie Faulkner, and Lynda Suter. 
Congratulations! 

 Marilyn Moulds is putting a quilt-
ing program together for our February 
20th meeting. Details will be delivered 
by e-mail or caller as soon as everything 
is firmed up. If you are a Lake resident 

Presenter Mary Murdock 
portraying Nancy Reagan.

Susan Deeds, Hostess Peggy Kernohan, 
and Hostess Carolyn Matter

and would like to attend our First Friends 
luncheons, please give me a call at 903-
643-9499; I’ll be happy to give you any 
information you might need. Hope to see 
you there next month!
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Shoppers’ Corner
For Sale By Owner  972-896-0585

Unique Wood and iron dining set has round table and four 
chairs $150.00
Queen platform bed.  Dark brown wood.  Excellent condition  - 
includes mattress - $100.
Queen mattress and box springs with frame.  Like new.  $100
Red Couch and Love seat.  $150 
 Black contemporary Coffee table and matching end tables 
-$75
Two black leather barstools.  Purchased at Pier One, excellent 
condition.  $40 each.
Two small patio tables with two chairs each.  $75 for both
Patio Glider –dark green metal with cushions -$50
Iron Chimenea  -Has screen and removable lid.   $60.

Please call 972-896-0585

FOR SALE:  2008 Sun Tracker 18 ft Pontoon Boat with 60 HP 
Mercury Motor.  Yellow and White.  Very low usage.  Includes 
anchor, life preservers, bimini top, stereo radio.  Purchased 
new in Longview.  One owner.   $10,500. Located at Lake 
Cherokee  972-896-0585

Will buy your boat, barge, jet ski or empty trailer, running 
or not.  Call 903-658-2994.  If no answer, please leave a 
message.

Red Velvet:
1 stick unsalted butter, (8 Tbsp) melted
1 cup sugar
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1/4 cup cocoa powder
Pinch salt
1 tablespoon red food coloring
1 teaspoon apple cider vinegar
2 eggs
3/4 cup all purpose flour

Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. Butter an 8 x 8 inch pan. {I used glass}

Brownie layer: Add melted butter to a large bowl and add sugar, vanilla, cocoa powder, 
salt, food coloring, and vinegar, mixing after each addition. Whisk the eggs into the cocoa 
mix. Mix in the flour until lightly combined. Pour the batter into the prepared baking pan, 
saving 1/3 to 1/4 cup of the batter for the cream cheese layer.

Cream cheese layer: Blend together cream cheese, sugar, egg, and vanilla in a medium 
mixing bowl. Spread the cream cheese on top of the brownie batter in the pan. Put the re-
maining cocoa batter over the cream cheese layer. Using the tip of a knife, swirl through 
the cream cheese mixture to create a swirl pattern. Bake the brownies for 30 minutes. 
Remove to a cooling rack and allow them to cool completely before cutting.
To store: wrap remaining brownies in saran wrap and keep in fridge.

Red Velvet Cream Cheese Brownies
Cream Cheese:
8 ounces cream cheese, softened
1/4 cup sugar
1 egg
1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract
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George Washington
1st U.S. President

George Washington was the first President of the United States, the 
commander-in-chief of the Continental Army during the American Rev-
olutionary War and one of the Founding Fathers of the United States.
 
Born: February 22, 1732 Westmoreland County, VA    Died: December 
14, 1799 Mount Vernon, VA    Vice president: John Adams
Presidential term: April 30, 1789 – March 4, 1797
Spouse: Martha Washington (m. 1759–1799)
Previous offices: President of the United States (1789–1797), Dele-
gate to the Continental Congress (1775–1775), Delegate to the Conti-
nental Congress (1774–1774)

President’s Day  
February 17

Abraham Lincoln
16th U.S. President

Abraham Lincoln was the 16th President of the United States, serving 
from March 1861 until his assassination in April 1865.
 
Born: February 12, 1809 Hodgenville, KY
Height: 6’ 4”
Assassinated: April 15, 1865 Penn Quarter, Washington, D.C.
Spouse: Mary Todd Lincoln (m. 1842–1865)
Children: William Wallace Lincoln, Robert Todd Lincoln, Edward Baker 
Lincoln, Tad Lincoln

Facts 
about 
Love

More Valentine’s Day-related history
The ancient Romans celebrated the Feast of Lupercalia on Feb. 14 in honor of Juno, the 

queen of the Roman gods and goddesses. Juno was also the goddess of women and marriage.
Many believe the X symbol became synonymous with the kiss in medieval times. People who 

couldn’t write their names signed in front of a witness with an X. The X was then kissed to show their sincerity.
• Girls of medieval times ate bizarre foods on St. Valentine’s Day to make them dream of their future spouse.
• In the Middle Ages, young men and women drew names from a bowl to see who would be their Valentine. They 
would wear this name pinned onto their sleeves for one week for everyone to see. This was the origin of the expres-
sion “to wear your heart on your sleeve.”
• In 1537, England’s King Henry VII officially declared Feb. 14 the holiday of St. Valentine’s Day.

Chocolate
• Casanova, well known as “The World’s Greatest Lover,” ate chocolate to make him virile.
• Physicians of the 1800s commonly advised their patients to eat chocolate to calm their pining for lost love.
• Richard Cadbury produced the first box of chocolates for Valentine’s Day in the late 1800s.
• More than 35 million heart-shaped boxes of chocolate will be sold for Valentine’s Day.
• Over $1 billion worth of chocolate is purchased for Valentine’s Day in the U.S.

Flowers
• 73 percent of people who buy flowers for Valentine’s Day are men, while only 27 percent are women.
• 15 percent of U.S. women send themselves flowers on Valentine’s Day.

Roses
• The red rose was the favorite flower of Venus, the Roman goddess of love.
• Red roses are considered the flower of love because the color red stands for strong romantic feelings.
• 189 million stems of roses are sold in the U.S. on Valentine’s Day.
• California produces 60 percent of American roses, but the greater number sold on Valentine’s Day in the U.S. are 
imported, mostly from South America.
• Approximately 110 million roses, mostly red, will be sold and delivered within the three-day Valentine’s Day time 
period.

Greeting Cards
• Approximately 145 million valentines are sent in the U.S. each year according to estimates by the U.S. Greeting 
Card Association. That’s second only to Christmas with 1.6 billion units, and is followed by Mother’s Day with 133 
million units.
• Women purchase approximately 85 percent of all valentines.
• Over 50 percent of all Valentine’s Day cards are purchased in the six days prior to the holiday, making Valentine’s 
Day a procrastinator’s delight.
• Teachers will receive the most Valentine’s Day cards, followed by children, mothers, wives, sweethearts and pets.

And... More fun facts about Valentine’s Day
• In addition to the U.S., Valentine’s Day is celebrated in Canada, Mexico, United Kingdom, France, Australia, Den-
mark and Italy.
• The most fantastic gift of love is the Taj Mahal in India. It was built by Mughal Emperor Shahjahan as a memorial 
to his wife.
• In the 1800s doctors commonly advised their heartbroken patients to eat chocolate, claiming it would sooth their 
pain. To this day, many women find comfort in a box of chocolates when dealing with heartbreak.
• A love knot is a symbol of undying love, as its twisting loops have no beginning and no end. In the past, they were 
made of ribbon or drawn on paper to prove one’s eternal love.
• Every Valentine’s Day, the Italian city of Verona, where Shakespeare’s lovers Romeo and Juliet lived, receives 
about 1,000 letters addressed to Juliet.
• About 3 percent of pet owners will give Valentine’s Day gifts to their pets.
• 220,000 is the average number of wedding proposals on Valentine’s Day each year.
• In the U.S., 64 percent of men do not make plans in advance for a romantic Valentine’s Day with their sweethearts.

All you ever wanted to know 
When did it all start?
There are various theories on the origin of Valentine’s 
Day, but the most popular dates back to the time of 
the Roman Empire during the reign of Claudius II, 270 
A.D. Claudius didn’t want men to marry during wartime 
because he believed single men made better soldiers. 
Bishop Valentine went against his wishes and per-
formed secret wedding ceremonies. For this, Valentine 
was jailed and then executed by order of the Emperor 
on Feb. 14. While in jail, he wrote a love note to the 
jailor’s daughter, signing it, “From your Valentine.” 
Sound familiar?

Happy Valentine’s 
Day!!



22

Groundhog Day
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Bridge Club 
Luncheon

11 am

Bridge Club @ Noon

Lincoln’s Birthday

Bridge Club @ Noon

Chatter Ad
Deadline

Bridge Club @ Noon

Fishing Club Meeting
7 p.m.

DEADLINE TO 
SUBMIT VARIANCES

KF&T 6pm
Golf Course

Board Meeting
6 p.m.

February 2014
 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

National Freedom Day

Washington’s Birthday

First Friends @ Noon

CWC Board Mtg 
6 p.m.

Preservation Club
Meeting

 FULL MOON

National Wear Red 
Day

Valentine’s Day

President’s Day
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30 31

Bridge Club 
Luncheon 11 am

Bridge Club @ Noon

Bridge Club @ Noon

Chatter Ad
Deadline

Bridge Club @ 
Noon

Fishing Club
Meeting
7 p.m. 

Deadline to Submit 
Variances

Golf Course
Board Meeting

6 p.m.

March 2014
 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

First Friends 
@ Noon

St. Patrick’s Day

 FULL MOON

Daylight Savings 
Time Begins

 NEW MOON

CWC Board Mtg 
6 p.m.

Preservation Club
Meeting

First Day of Spring

KF&T  6pm

 NEW MOON

Texas Independence
Day

Read Across
America Day

Mardi Gras
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The Lake Cherokee Fireworks Display has 
become a cherished annual family event 
for the CWC shareholders and guests. 

 
Please consider helping to fund this event 

by sending a check made payable to: 

CWC
NK 20  Lake Cherokee
Longview, TX  75603

or you can donate with a credit card by 
calling in the number and amount to the 

office at 903.643.3933.

All fireworks donations of any 
amount are greatly appreciated!


