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 Spring has sprung and soon 
Lake Cherokee will be “showing 
off” all the beautiful colorsassoci-
ated with the blooming plants and 
trees.  As the weather warms, 
more shareholders will be using the 
lake.  Please be careful and enjoy 
the beauty of Lake Cherokee.  As a 
friendly reminder,  become familiar 
with the CWC water safety rules and 
make sure your watercraft have cur-
rent CWC stickers.

 Lake Cherokee’s Spring clean-
up will be April 2 through April 5. 
Shareholders may bring up to (2) 
pick up loads (approximately 6 
yards) of non-hazardous waste to 
the container sites for free disposal.  
If a shareholder needs to bring more 
than 6 yards, please call Jerry Hays 
at the CWC office to make arrange-
ments.  All waste must originate 
from the CWC shareholders leased 
property.

 CWC is one step closer to im-
plementing the repair of our roads.  
The board has authorized CWC man-
agement to negotiate a contract and 
is hoping the project will be started 
in the next few weeks.

 The CWC board has voted to 
equip all CWC patrols vehicles with 

video recording systems.  This 
new equipment is a significant 
improvement over the antiquated 
VHS systems that were in the old 
patrol vehicles.  A waterproof ver-
sion of the camera from the same 
vendor will be placed in the patrol 
boats.  The purpose of doing this is 
ensure accountability for our em-
ployees, reinforce professionalism 
and performance, and to provide 
an unbiased account of events 
that involve our personnel. We 
need to be cognizant of the 
fact that shareholders are not 
the only people that our patrol 
comes in contact with.  They rou-
tinely stop suspicious vehicles and 
persons on CWC property and 
these systems will be used to 
document these encounters.  C W C 
management will adopt pol- icy on 
how this equipment will be used.  

 Finally, the CWC board will have 
a “town hall” like meeting with the 
shareholders after the CWC board 
committee meetings on Monday 
April 14.  The meeting will be held 
from 5:30-6:00PM at the CWC of-
fice.  All shareholders are encour-
aged to attend. 

LEASE RENEWALS 

Payment ($625) is due April 
1, 2014 for those sharehold-

ers that took advantage of 
the split payment option 

for the annual 2013-2014 
lease renewal.  If not 

received in the CWC office 
by April 30, 2014, a $100 

late fee will incur.

 As the temperature slowly rises, dozens of species 
of snakes native to East Texas are becoming more ac-
tive.  Whether it’s on your own lot or hiking in your 
favorite nature area, the opportunities for human-snake 
interaction increase during warm weather months.  
There is, however, no reason for panic.  It is easy to live 
around snakes, even if you have a fear of them.  Cau-
tion and avoidance are the key attitudes for everyone 
when living in areas inhabited by snakes.
 
 East Texas is home to approximately 35 species of 
snakes, however, only 6 species are venomous.  The 
venomous species are Coral Snakes, Copperheads, Wa-

See SNAKES, page 21

Don’t panic!
nakes

Copperhead

Coral Snake
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Minutes of the  Board of Directors Meeting
of the Cherokee Water Company

Draft for Approval       March 20, 2014

THE CWC BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETS THE 3RD THURSDAY OF THE MONTH AT 6 P.M.

ALL SHAREHOLDERS ARE WELCOME.  NEXT MEETING:   April 17

A meeting of the Board of Directors for 
Cherokee Water Company was held at 6:00 pm 
on Thursday, March 20, 2014, at NK 20 Lake 
Cherokee, Longview Texas 75603 with the fol-
lowing Directors present:

 Gary Mapes, President
 Tommy Visage, Vice President
 Mike Lee, Treasurer
 Mike Pemberton, Secretary
 Dickens Wilkinson
 Sue Wilson
 Darrell Wolven
 Bill Adler
 George Strunk
 Lynda Whalen 

Also present was Ned Muse.

President Gary Mapes called the meeting to 
order.

Secretary Mike Pemberton pronounced a 
quorum.

A MOTION was made by Mike Lee and 
seconded by Tommy Visage to approve the 
Minutes of the February 20, 2014 Board of 
Directors meeting and the March 10, 2014 
Special Called Board of Directors meeting.  
The motion passed unanimously.

Mike Lee presented the Treasurer’s Report. 

The Financial Statements for the first five 
month of the CWC Fiscal year 2014 were 
reviewed in detail at the Committee Meeting 
held on Monday, March 17, 2014.  The Bal-
ance Sheet as of February 28, 2014 continues 
to remain in excellent condition.  The current 
assets/cash equivalents are 90% of current 
assets, 51% of total assets.  Total operating 
income, oil & gas and other income for the 
first five months were 5.5% over budget.  The 
operating expenses were under budget 15.3%.  
There were no unusual income or expense 
items for the month.

A MOTION was made by Mike Lee and sec-
onded by Sue Wilson to approve the February 
28, 2014 financial reports and certify the bills 
paid for the five months ended February 28, 
2014. The motion passed unanimously.

Ned Muse presented the Manager’s Report

1. In consultation with the Lake 
biologist and the fishing club, 
we are implementing new pos-

session and size limits on bass 
on the Lake.  The new limits 
will be an increase from 5 to 
10 in possession and a reduc-
tion in the harvest length to 17” 
and below.  These limits will be 
reviewed regularly to see if they 
are having any impact on the 
fish stock.

2. As previously discussed, we 
have scheduled a Lake wide 
clean-up for April 2nd-5th.  
Details were in last month’s 
Chatter and on the webpage.  In 
addition, each shareholder has 
been sent a post card reminder. 

Sue Wilson, Chair of the Long Range Plan-
ning Committee, presented that the Committee 
did meet this month and had no action items to 
bring before the Board. 

Darrell Wolven, Chair of the Property and 
Rules Committee, reported that the Committee 
did meet.  They reviewed 4 variance requests, 
1 Committee request, and 3 were approved to 
bring before the Board.  

A MOTION was made by Darrell Wolven and 
seconded by Dickens Wilkinson that the Board 
accept the recommendation of the committee 
to approve the following variances:

1) Consider the Committee recommen-
dation regarding the request for a 
variance from Bobby Bustin, SP-32, 
to renovate a boathouse that will be 
closer than 6’ from side setback and 
further than 50’ from shoreline.

2) Consider the Committee recommen-
dation regarding the request for a 
variance from Tommy Bufkin, ST-56, 
to build a  boathouse further than 50’ 
from shoreline.

3) Consider the Committee recommen-
dation regarding the request for a 
variance from Richard Graham, NF-
01C, to allow guests for 60 days due 
to special circumstances.  

The motion passed unanimously.  

Dickens Wilkinson, Chair of the Natural Re-
source Committee, reported that the Commit-
tee did meet and had no action items to bring 

before the Board.

Tommy Visage, Chair of the Building and 
Grounds Committee, reported that the Com-
mittee did meet this month and had two action 
items to bring before the Board.

A MOTION was made by Tommy Visage 
and seconded by Mike Pemberton to purchase 
digital Ally Video System equipment for 
patrol vehicles and patrol boats, not to exceed 
twenty-six thousand dollars ($26,000).

The motion passed unanimously.  

A MOTION was made by Tommy Visage and 
seconded by George Strunk for the Board to 
authorize the Lake Manager to negotiate with 
the company that submitted the lowest pro-
posal to do repair work on the roads as outlined 
in the Request for Proposals dated February 
25, 2014.  If for some reason the negotiations 
don’t return results the Lake Manger is satis-
fied with, he is instructed to negotiate with 
the second lowest bidder.  Once he is satisfied 
with the negotiated amount, he will submit that 
amount to the Building and Grounds Commit-
tee for approval. This MOTION will authorize 
the Committee to make the final determination 
on acceptance of the amount, and for CWC 
to enter into a binding agreement with their 
selection.

The motion passed unanimously.  

Mike Pemberton, Chair of the Policy and Con-
duct Committee, reported that the Committee 
did meet this month and had one action items 
to bring before the Board.

A MOTION was made by Mike Pemberton 
and seconded by Darrell Wolven for the Board 
to accept the Policy on the CWC Lease of 
Share Lots - Buildable; Share Lots - Unbuild-
able; Park Lots; and Other Property.  The 
revised Policy is attached in its entirety. 

The motion passed unanimously.  

Being no further business, the meeting was 
adjourned at 6:28 pm.

ATTEST:

______________________

Mike Pemberton, Secretary

DO YOU HAVE A 
QUESTION FOR THE 
BOARD MEMBERS?

Come to NK20, 
Monday, April 14, after 
the CWC Committee 

meetings
5:30-6:00 pm

This will be a special time 
set aside for shareholders 
to present questions and 
comments to the Board.

ALL variance requests must be 
turned in by 5:00pm the Mon-
day before the Property Com-
mittee meets.  (10 days before 
the Board meeting)

April-  April 7
May-  May 5

June-  June 9
July-  July 7

August-  August 11
September-  September 8

October-  October 6
November-  November 10
December-  December 8

Please join us for the 
Annual Sunrise Service 

at Cherokee Water Company, 
NK20 Lake Cherokee

Hosted by:
Centre Presbyterian Church
April 20, 2014 at 7:00 am



3CHEROKEE WATER COMPANY Policy Regarding Lease of CWC Share Lots (Buildable), Share Lots (Non-buildable), Park Lots, and Other Property
 

POLICY

SCOPE AND PURPOSE:  This is to provide guidance to the CWC shareholders, the CWC staff and to the CWC Board of Directors as to the offering of CWC lots for lease.

I. DEFINITIONS:

 For the purpose of this policy, the terms Share Lots (Buildable), Share Lots (Non-Buildable),  and Park Lots shall have the following definitions:

 A. Share Lot (Buildable) - An existing CWC owned platted lot with a share of stock attached to it that CWC may lease at its discretion.

 B.  Share Lot (Non-buildable) - A lot typically deemed to be not economically or aesthetically viable for development or use and is purchased primarily for obtaining all rights and privileges afforded CWC shareholders, including voting rights.   
 It may or may not be platted and will have a share of stock.

 C. Park Lot - An existing lot with no stock attached that contains drainage, utility structures or other features that make them unfit for development.

 D.Other Property - A parcel of land not previously described in the definitions above.

II. GENERAL:

From time to time, the CWC Board of Directors will consider the lease of CWC currently available lots.  Some of these lots are Share Lots (Buildable), some are Share Lots (Non-buildable), and some are Park Lots. The purpose of this policy is to 

provide guidance to ensure that all shareholders are afforded an equal opportunity to lease the lots for which they are eligible to lease.

III. PROCEDURES AND REQUIREMENTS: 

A. When the Board of Directors decides to offer a Share Lot (Buildable) or Share Lot (Non-Buildable) for lease, the following guidelines will be consulted:

i. The availability of the lot will be advertised in the Cherokee Chatter newsletter for at least one month. 

ii. A sign will be placed on the property indicating that it is available for lease. If the Board feels that the services of a Realtor are necessary to ensure full exposure to the buying public, the Lake Manager will select a 
Realtor from those deemed knowledgeable of Rules and Regulations of the Cherokee Water Company.

iii. Sealed offers will be considered.  The Property committee will review the offers and make a recommendation to the Board. The Board reserves the right to reject any or all offers.

iv. If an agreement is reached between the shareholder/s and the Board of Directors for the lot, documents will not be signed by or on behalf of the CWC and no action will be taken or inferred to be taken by the staff or 
any Board member except or unless the full Board of Directors approves action.

B. When the Board of Directors decides to offer a Park Lot for lease, the following guidelines will be consulted:

i. The Board may offer Park Lots or parts of Park Lots only to shareholders who lease adjacent share lots.

ii. Such offerings will usually be the result of a request from adjacent shareholders who are interested in leasing all or part of an adjacent Park Lot.

iii. In order to be considered, an application for the lease of a Park Lot shall be completed by the initiating shareholder.  The application will not be considered until the applicant has provided a nonrefundable application 
fee in the amount of $300.00 to the Cherokee Water Company.   In the event another eligible shareholder is interested in leasing the Park Lot in question, they must also complete the required application and submit the 
application fee.

iv. If the adjacent shareholders are able to agree to an equitable and mutually satisfactory division of the Park Lot, the Board will establish a price for the lease and offer it to the shareholders at that price.    

v. If the adjacent shareholders are unable to agree on the equitable and mutually satisfactory division of the Park Lot,  the Board  may set a minimum acceptable amount and notify them both that sealed bids will be 
accepted for the lot. The sealed bids will be opened in the designated Property Committee meeting. The Committee will review the bids and make a recommendation to the Board. The Board reserves the right to reject 
any or all bids.

vi. If an agreement is reached between the shareholder/s and the Board of Directors for the lot, documents will not be signed by or on behalf of the CWC and no action will be taken or inferred to be taken by the staff or 
any Board member except or unless the full Board of Directors approves action.

C. When the Board of Directors decides to offer any property for lease, not identified previously in this policy, the following guidelines will be consulted:

i. The availability of the lot will be advertised in the Cherokee Chatter newsletter for at least one month. 

ii. A sign will be placed on the property indicating that it is available for lease. If the Board feels that the services of a Realtor are necessary to ensure full exposure to the buying public, the Lake Manager will select a 
Realtor from those deemed knowledgeable of Rules and Regulations of the Cherokee Water Company.

iii. Sealed offers will be considered.  The Property committee will review the offers and make a recommendation to the Board. The Board reserves the right to reject any or all offers.   

iv. If an agreement is reached between the shareholder/s and the Board of Directors for the lot, documents will not be signed by or on behalf of the CWC and no action will be taken or inferred to be taken by the staff or 

any Board member except or unless the full Board of Directors approves action.

IV. PRIOR POLICIES AND EFFECTIVE DATE:

This policy is intended to replace and supersede all existing and previous policies, memorandums or procedures, written or unwritten, related to the leasing of CWC share lots, Park Lots and Unassigned Lots. This policy is effective on or 
after March 20, 2014.

APPROVED ON THIS 20TH DAY OF March, 2014.

_________________________________________

Gary Mapes, President of the Board of Directors
ATTEST:

______________________________________________________

Mike Pemberton, Secretary of the Board of Directors
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Martin A. Pessink
Director of Operations

Manager’s 
Report

with Ned Muse

   Dickens Wilkinson and I recently 
attended a meeting of the Texas 
Water Conservation Association 
that involved water producers and 
consumers from all over Texas.  
The purpose of the meeting was to 
discuss the future of water in Texas 
and how the needs of diverse parts 
of the state would be met.  The 
discussion made me grateful about 
the wisdom that Vern Clements and 
others demonstrated in the 1940’s 
when they developed the plans that 
eventually led to the creation of the 

Cherokee Water Company and Lake Cherokee.  The fore-
sight and grit that these folks showed in what had to be a 
difficult and risky undertaking still puts us in the remark-
able position of holding a resource that will only become 
more valuable in the future.  

 The major conversations around the conference cen-
tered on how to manage the resource in such a manner 
as to maximize its value and, at the same time, protect 
it from those that would take it away.  It was refreshing 
to tell the other attendees that we had a good supply of 
water and contracts with the City of Longview and AEP/
SWEPCO for the use of that water that date back to the 
1940’s.
  
 Many parts of the State lack adequate water to meet 
the demands of their regions.  Some of those areas suffer 
from long-term, extreme drought.  Some are suffering 
from both drought and the impact of continued growth.  
Some are suffering from literally decades of overuse and 
misuse of their water resource.  The situation in other 
parts of the State has gotten to the point where Gover-
nor Perry has issued a Disaster Declaration for much of 
Texas.  Most of the counties included in the proclamation 
are in west or far south Texas, however, the City of Fort 
Worth is considering permanent reductions in outdoor 
water use to prepare for what many consider the threat 
of a continued drought.   While our area continues to 
enjoy adequate rainfall, it is impossible to predict what 
the future will bring.

 Recent forecasts from NOAA indicate that practically 
all of Texas west of Interstate 35 either remains under 
drought conditions or is likely to develop drought condi-
tions.  There is one common thread here.  These folks 
would love to have what we have and many of them are 

willing to try to get it.  We will be doing everything we can 
to protect our water both in terms of supply and quality.

 In order to prepare for the possibility of continued 
drought conditions, the state has directed that all water 
rights holders including the Cherokee Water Company up-
date their Drought Contingency and Water Conservation 
Plans by May 1, 2014.  We are currently in the process of 
updating our plans to meet this deadline.  

 In addition, in the next few months, the CWC and 
the Texas Water Development Board will be conducting 
a survey of Lake Cherokee to determine the rate of sedi-
mentation on the lake and the impact of that sediment on 
the volume of water in the lake.  The City of Longview will 
be cooperating with us in this study.  The study has been 
conducted on Lake Cherokee approximately every ten 
years.  While the study is being conducted you may see 
some watercraft crisscrossing the Lake.  These will belong 
to the State of Texas and will be collecting data from liter-
ally thousands of points on the lake bottom.  This data 
will be used to calculate the amount of sediment in the 
Lake and the volume of water 
available.  In the past, these 
studies have shown a small, 
fairly steady rate of siltation.  
The results will assist us in our 
efforts to control the amount of 
silt entering the Lake.

 While we do not expect the 
updated Drought Contingency 
and Water Conservation Plans 

It’s the Law! 
Operators must meet the age and boater education re-
quirements shown below in order to operate any of the 
following vessels legally in Texas:

•         A powerboat powered by a motor of more than 15 
horsepower or…

•         A personal watercraft or…

•         A windblown vessel over 14 feet in length.

A person less than 13 years of age may operate only if he 
or she is supervised by a person who:

•         Is 18 years of age or older and…
•         Can lawfully operate the watercraft and…
•         Is on board when the vessel is underway.
A person at least 13 years of age and born on or after 
September 1, 1993, may operate without supervision only 
if he or she has passed a boater education course that is 
accepted by Texas Parks and Wildlife.
 

Save the date:  The Boater Education Course has 
been set for Saturday, May 31, at NK-20 Lake 

Cherokee.

 One of the key components to operating a 
successful organization and reducing liability is to 
ensure proper training for employees.

 The CWC has been busy trying to meet some 
key training objectives for our staff.

 Maintenance employees completed classes to 
ensure that we are in compliance with OSHA regu-
lations and a couple are enrolled in on-line courses 
for supervision.

 The Lake Patrol officers spent a day training on 
components of the Texas Penal Code and Code of 
Criminal procedure that affect their roles as secu-
rity professionals for Lake Cherokee. Additionally 
classroom time was spent going over current rules, 
policies, and procedures. The Lake Patrolmen then 
spent the afternoon at the East Texas Rifle and Pis-
tol Club engaged in annual firearms training skills 
and qualification.

 Future training goals for CWC staff will include 
re-certification in First Aid/CPR/AED Usage and Wa-
ter safety as well as other relevant subjects.

or the Sedimentation Study to have any short-term im-
pact on the Lake Cherokee community, they should serve 
as a reminder that 
we are the stew-
ards of a valuable 
and irreplaceable 
resource and that 
our ability to market 
this resource, today 
and in the future, 
is important to the 
economic well being 
of all our sharehold-
ers.  We will make 
further information 
available when we 
know more about 
the survey schedule 
and we will make the 
results available on 
our website.

LAKE CHEROKEE 
SECURITY REPORT 

 
 

February 2014 
 
 

 

Facility Check:  2,191 
Extra Patrol Facility:  23 

Extra Patrol Shareholder:  234 
Welfare Check:  0 

Open Door:  3 
Suspicious Vehicle/Person:  13 

Maintenance Needed:  10 
Issue Permit:  12 

Set Out/Pick up trap:  8 
Remove animal from trap/lot:  2 

Remove dead animal:  1 
Impound domestic animal:  2 

Clear roadway of trees/debris:  5 
Disturbance:  2 

Burglary/Theft:  4 
Alarms:  9 

Water Rescue/Drowning:  0 
Vehicle/Boat accident:  2 

Code Violations:  59 
Assist Agency:  12 

Who needs the 
Boater Education Card?



5

 PFD’s come in many shapes, colors and materials. 
Some are made rugged to last longer while others are 
made to maintain body heat in cold water. No matter 
which PFD you choose, get one that is right for you, your 
planned activities and the water conditions you antici-
pate. Spending a little time now can save your life later.
Always look for the United States Coast Guard ap-
proval number before you purchase any PFD 
and make sure you understand the regula-
tions and requirements in Texas. Also ensure 
you properly maintain whatever PFD you choose.

Type I - Offshore
 Lifejacket

This PFD is designed for extended 
survival in rough, open water. It 
usually will turn an unconscious per-
son face up and has over 22 pounds 
of buoyancy. This is the best PFD to 
keep you afloat in remote regions 
where rescue may be slow in coming.

 
Type II - Near Shore 

Buoyant Vest
 
This “classic” PFD comes in several 
sizes for adults and children and is 
for calm inland water where there 
is chance of fast rescue. It is less 
bulky and less expensive than a 
Type I, and many will turn an uncon-
scious person face-up in the water.

 

Type III - Flotation Aid
 
These life jackets are generally considered 
the most comfortable, with styles for differ-
ent boating activities and sports. They are 
for use in calm water where there is good 
chance of fast rescue since they will gener-
ally not turn an unconscious person face-up. 
Flotation aids come in many sizes and styles.
 

Type IV - Throwable Device
 
These are designed to be thrown to a 
person in the water. Throwable devices 
include boat cushions, ring buoys, and 
horseshoe buoys. They are not de-
signed to be worn and must be supple-
mented by wearable PFD. It is impor-
tant to keep these devices immediately 
available for emergencies, and they 
should not be used for small children, 
non-swimmers, or unconscious people.
 

Type V - 
Special Use Device

 
Special use PFDs include work vests, 
deck suits, and hybrids for restricted 
use. Hybrid vests contain some 
internal buoyancy and are inflat-
able to provide additional flotation.

 

Inflatable Life Jackets
 
Inflatable life jackets rely on inflat-
able chambers that provide buoy-
ancy when inflated. Uninflated, 
inflatable life jackets are less 
bulky than inherently buoyant life 
jackets. Inflatables come in a va-
riety of U.S. Coast Guard-defined 
performance types. The specific 
type of life jacket is determined by 
characteristics such as its amount 

of buoyancy, its in-water performance and its type of 
inflation mechanism. To understand the details of a 
life jacket, read the life jacket label and owners man-
ual, and consult your dealer or retailer if necessary. 

All inflatables contain a backup oral inflation 
tube (which also serves as the deflation tube).
 

Remember that in Texas:

• Children under 13 years of age in or on ves-
sels under 26 feet must wear a U.S. Coast 
Guard approved wearable PFD while underway.

• All vessels under 16 feet (including ca-
noes and kayaks) must be equipped with one 
Type I, II, III or V for each person on board.

• Vessels 16 feet and longer, in addition to the Type I, 
II, III or V for each person on board, must have one Type 
IV throwable device which must be readily accessible.

Choosing a Personal Flotation Device or Lifejacket
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 Hello Spring!   Everything’s 
beginning to jump up and bloom.  
Neighbors out working in their yards.  
Shorts instead of jeans, put the coats 
away, break out the grills, clean up the 
boats…..Yippeeee!!   Are you ready for 
it?   More than just ready!

 Don’t forget the Easter Egg Hunt, 
right around the corner on April 19th.   
Our delightful and lovely Karen Nim-
mo is in charge, all of her bunnies are 
gathered up and in a row, ready for 
the fun.   We’ll be stuffing Easter Eggs 
on the 14th at the Church at Lake 
Cherokee if anyone wants to join us.   
We’ll start hiding eggs on Saturday 
morning about 8:30.  The Hunt begins 
at 10 a.m.   There will be games, face 
painting, kiddie tattoos (stickers!!), 
and lots of fun!   So hop on down!

 Don’t forget to get your cameras 
out and take lots of photos for next 
year’s calendar.   Our lake is beautiful 
and there are always lots of photo op-

portunities.  So hang out to your 
best shots.  Remember the bet-
ter the resolution, the clearer the 
photo.   A camera does a better 
job than a phone.

 Wet and Wild, easily the most 
fun event on the lake, is com-
ing June 7th.  We hope to have 
a band performing (could be 

our local favorite Anchors Down) at Fire-
cracker Park.   We’ll have lots of prizes as 
usual and games (maybe a twist party or 
limbo!).   We will be selling t-shirts and 
towels again, as well as Raffle tickets for 
great prizes.  We’re looking for volunteers 
for the boathouses….want to host?   It’s 
lots of fun and you get to meet a lot of 
your neighbors.

 We haven’t set a date for Chili Fest 
yet, because we want to work around the 
Kilgore Oilman’s Chili Cookoff.  We donated 
half of our earnings from the last Chili Fest 
to the lake for fireworks on July 4th.   One 
of our favorite events on the lake, I’m al-
ready making plans for the 4th!   Don’t 
forget about the Great Texas Balloon Race, 
as usual the summer is filling up fast…..
Oh!  Alley Fest is coming up soon……Mud-
bugs and Music…..Wow!  So much fun!

See you on the Lake, happy boating!
Tommy Pelton, Secretary

Good Friday 
The Cherokee Water Company offices will be closed on Friday, 

April 18th in Observance of Good Friday.  We will resume 
normal office hours on Monday, April 21st.

Happy Easter Lake Cherokee!

Fifth Annual Preservation Club   Easter Egg Hunt

Fifth Annual Preservation Club 
Easter Egg Hunt 

 
Saturday, April 19th at 10:00 a.m. 

Free egg hunt, games and prizes (max.age 10 yrs.) 
Bring your camera for photos with 

“Mr. Bunny” 

Saturday, April 19th 
at 10:00 a.m.

Free egg hunt, games 
and prizes 

(max age 10 yrs.)

Bring your camera for 
photos with“Mr. Bunny”
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1.Lay the rope across your left hand with the free end 
hanging down. Form a small loop in the line in your hand.

2.Bring the free end up to and pass through the eye from 
the under side (the rabbit comes out of the hole).

3.Wrap the line around the standing line and back down 
through the loop (around the tree and back down the 
hole).

4.Tighten the knot by pulling on free end while holding 
standing line.

Bowline Knot
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NEED DIRT?
CALL

903-576-0113
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Cherokee 
Fishing 

Club News
By Bo Besharse

 As we began our meeting, our membership in atten-
dance was advised that the biologist had recommended 
a change to the harvest limits of bass on Lake Cherokee 
and that Ned Muse, Lake Manager, and I have been in dis-
cussions concerning the biologist recommendations and 
a policy that would be in line with the recommendations.  
Almost 5 years ago the same recommendation was made 
due to increasing numbers of small bass in the lake and 
as results of very good spawning, the numbers of smaller 
bass have been increasing.  The biologist recommended 
that all bass under 17” be harvested, to increase forage 
for the larger bass.  The biologist, Matt Ward, also recom-
mended that the CWC replace the harvested bass with 
a bass that has a different gene pool to help maintain 
a healthy and newer population of bass.  The members 
were asked to approve a recommendation that was pre-
sented and a vote was taken.  The recommendation was 
approved by the members and I visited with Ned Muse to 
discuss the vote and the support for the policy change.

 The following policy on Bass limits and size will go 
into effect onApril 1, 2014, for harvesting bass.

1. Daily possession limit per person will be 10 bass.
2. All bass being harvested must be 17” or less.

 As many of us know, fish from 14” to 17” are spawn-
ing capable fish.  However, if allowed to spawn, they will 
increase the numbers of smaller fish to the population. We 
also need to improve the gene pool for bass on Lake Cher-
okee.  The size and possession only applies to harvesting 
bass and does not apply to organized fishing tournaments 
that are “Catch and release.”  At this time, no additional 
bass will be purchased for replacement of harvested bass.  

 Over the course of this year we will plan a Bass Tour-
nament based on the new policy and the fish caught in 
this tournament will be considered “harvesting” and will 
not be released back into the lake.  Vern Brown, our tour-
nament director, has already started the planning stage 
of the “Harvest Tournament” and as of now, it will be a 
2 person per boat, with 20 bass limit and all fish must 
be 17”or under.  The entry fee for the tournament will 
be around $20.00 per person (in one boat). All fished 
will be cleaned and could be used for a fish fry,  given to 
shareholders on the lake or donated to the highway 80 
mission or some other charity organization.

 We are also inundated with Bowfin (Grennel) and 
Gar which are predator fish that compete directly with 
our sport fish and some species of catfish.  We discussed 

having a bow fishing 
tournament and solicit 
information on how to 
reduce the population 
of these fish.  If you 
bow fish or have friends 
that may be interested 
in being having a Bow 
Fishing Tournament, 
please email me.  If 
the bow hunter is not 
a privilege cardholder, 
they must have a privi-
lege cardholder with 
them to enter the tour-
nament.

 We are also aware that we have some members and 
shareholders that do not have the ability to get our on the 
lake for a day of fishing, as a result of injury, disability or 
mobility.  We would like to offer those which cannot get 
out and fish, a chance to go fishing.  If you, your spouse, 
relative or very close friend fall into that category, we can 
help.  Contact Steve Brown, 903-557-0550 or Bo, 903-
738-3090.   We can arrange a fishing trip or even a boat 
ride around Lake Cherokee.

 

Genia Holland, CFC Secretary, obtained the names of our 
“Cookie People” and recognized visitors and new mem-
bers. Our “Cookie People” for the meeting was Carol Staiti, 
John Harris, Mary Anne Harris, Brenda Wyche, Bob Tippit, 
Mayre Drennan, Bonnie Haynes, Sharon Haynes, Wylene 
Smith, Pat Hewitt, and Genia Holland.  Guys you saved 
the day!   We did not have any leftovers at the end of 
the meeting. New members to the Cherokee Fishing Club 
were Gloria Haughton, Chad Stewart and “Red” Pruitt.  
Thank you for joining our group and welcome to the CFC!  
Membership forms can be picked up at the monthly meet-
ings, on the CFC website, or request the form to be mailed 
bo4fishn1@aol.com

 Charley Haynes, CFC Treasurer, presented the trea-
surers report and the report was approved by the mem-
bers.  At the time of this article, Charley advised that we 
now have 110 members in the fishing club.  If you have 
not rejoined the club yet or you would like to join the club, 
please visit us at our next meeting on April 14.  

 Steve Brown, Program Director announced that the 
April program speaker will be Tommy Stanley.  Tommy will 

talk about reel maintenance and repair.  Tony began work-
ing at Tony’s Sporting goods several years ago and has 
continued to maintain and fix reels for several years.  The 
program speaker for May will be Rick Loomis. Rick Loomis 
is a guide at Lake Fork and has been guiding for years.  
Rick was also the first place winner in the Skeeter own-
ers Tournament several years ago.  He has also been on 
several televisions programs on fishing and has published 
several articles in Bass magazines. 

 Joe Travis, CFC Vice President and Fisheries Direc-
tor advised the membership that we now have 40 brood 

Crappie in the hatcher 
pond and that we 
should expect a good 
spawn from the Crap-
pie.  Each pair can pro-
duce 3,000 to 50,000 
eggs.  Joe has also 
placed 15 Coppernose 
Bream into the Bream 
pond.  We carried over 
spawned bream in Oc-
tober and we should be 
able to release tens of 
thousands of bream in 
October 2015.  When 
the Cormorants leave, 
we will be placing 
8,500 Channel Catfish 
into the two ponds 
that are set aside for 
catfish.  

 CFC Spring Bass Tournament will be held on Saturday, 
April 12, 2014.  Vern Brown, CFC Tournament Director has 
asked that those wishing to enter the Spring tournament 
to send in entry forms as early as possible.  We will have 
a late registration on Friday, April 11, at the CWC Office 
from 5:30 P.M. to 6:45 P.M.  You can take your entry to 
the CWC before 4:30 P.M. Friday, April 11 or mail to Vern 
Brown.  Mailed entries must be received by Thursday, 
April 10.  Vernon Browns address is on the entry form.

Otter Proofing your Fish Cage

 Vince Fowler presented this “how to” program to the 
group.  Many of us have been victims to the little pesky 
fish thieves.  The River Otter is making its presence known 
to those that leave their fish overnight in a fish cage or 
basket.  I know I was one.  Recently, I had a catfish that 
weighed 12 pounds and one that was 10 pounds stolen 
by these fish eaters.  We know we could catch them in 
traps and take them to the Sabine but it is much easier to 
Otter Proof your fish cage or basket.  We videoed Vince’s 
program and it is available to members and other share-
holders if you would like a copy.  Vince also presented 
information on how to construct a “Wood Duck box” Vince 
provided measurements to construct your own box and I 
have one of the handouts and can email them to you, if 
you would like to construct your own duck box.  Please 
email bo4fishn1@aol.com if you are interested in having 
the diagram sent to you.  If you would like to have the 

blueprint for Wood Duck Boxes, a copy has been 
placed on the fishing club website.  You can enter 
www.cherokeefishing club.com in your search 
bar to get to the site and the link will be on the 
navigation bar on the upper left portion of the 
page.

 Genia and Steve conducted the monthly 
raffle at the end of the meeting and the winners 
were; Bob Harris, Rod and Reel combo; Steve 
Brown, Buff headgear and gloves; Don Ander-
son, Tournament weigh bag, ”Please release Me,” 
and a set of fish scales; Charley Haynes, $40.00 
Gift Card; Buddy Box, Mister Twister Fillet knife 
and a $20.00 bill.

 Our next meeting will be at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, 
April 14, 2014.  The meeting will be held at the CWC 
lake Office located at NK 20 Lake Cherokee.  By the time 
this article appears in the Chatter, the new Bass size and 
possession limit policy will be in force.  The “Catch and 
Release” program has been very effective but is now 
creating an abundance of small bass in Lake Cherokee.  
Please keep the 17” and below bass and the maximum 
possession limit of 10 bass.  I have followed the catch 
and release religiously and know firsthand how hard it will 
be to convert to catch and keep.  However, we need to 
remove the smaller fish!

Vince Fowler making presentation on Wood 
Duck nest and Otter proofing fish live cages.

New Club members 
Chad Stewart (l) and 

Red Pruitt

Raffle Winners Charley Haynes(l) Buddy Box, Bob 
Harris, Don Anderson and not pictured Steve Brown.

Guest Welby Jordan, 
daughter of member 

Mike Jordan
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by Celia Taylor

 The first tournament of the year 
was played March 8th and it was a 3 club 
tournament.  Each player on the team 
could only use 3 clubs which included 
the putter.  Some of the players used 
wedges and irons for the putter.  We had 
a total of 7 teams and chili was served 
afterwards.  We would like to thank ev-
eryone who brought chili, fixings, and 
desserts.  Also Peggy Kernohan who 
came in the night before and decorated 
in a St Patrick’s Day theme.   Congratu-
lations to our winners: 1st Place:  Alvin 
McCarty, Bubba Smith, Ken Hines, & Phil 
Porter.  Each won $28.00.  2nd Place: 
Sharyn Rust, Dan Rust, Dave Clark, & 
Jimmie Lee.  Each won: $20.00.

 Next tournament is Saturday April 
12th (date changed) it will be a Shamble 
Tournament – 4 person Mixed.  This 
means there has to be 1 person of op-
posite sex to make a team.  Cut off for 

What hole is this?

registration is Friday April 11th. Chicken 
Spaghetti will be served.  We hope to get 
a lot of participation in the tournaments 
as the prize money will be larger and also 
the proceeds to the club (we use the pro-
ceeds for improvements on the course).  
The tournaments are always lots of fun 
and lots of visiting with members.

 Notes: Mondays are work days for the 
course and anyone who would like to help 
do odds and ends and even learn about 
the course are welcome to come out.  Any 
help is always appreciated.  Thanks to 
Dan Rust who donates some of his Mon-
days and comes out to help.

 Also Mondays (unless it is a holiday) 
the course is closed.  NO PLAY FOR ANY-
ONE.  Chemicals are put out on the greens 
and it can hurt the player and damage the 
greens when being walked on.  Notices 
when holiday play will be put in the Chat-
ter and in newsletters with your state-
ments.

 The directors would like to thank Dirk 
Lee; he has been donating Top Soil to the 
course.  Thanks Dirk!

PONDER A QUANDARY!  
DO I GOLF OR FISH?  

By Dave Clark
 If you are fortunate enough to 
be a shareholder on beautiful Lake 
Cherokee and a member of the 
Cherokee Country Golf Club, you 
could find yourself in an enviable and 
enjoyable quandary --- what do I do 
today --- fish or golf?
Now that is a quandary I really enjoy 
pondering!  Fishing Lake Cherokee is 
a real treat in that the lake is not only 
aesthetically beautiful but is bounti-
fully stocked with bass, crappie, cat-
fish, and bream.  Lake Management 
and the Fishing club do a great job 
of keeping our lake alive and well for 
the ultimate fishing experiences.

 But one can only do so much 
fishing and then the mind starts 
honing in on fairways, greens, little 
white golf balls, and the golfing 
urge begins to itch!  A good way of 
scratching that itch is a round of golf 
at Cherokee Country Golf Club.  The 
course is challenging, competitive, 
and offers enjoyable play for all lev-
els of players.  Monthly tournaments, 
scrambles, (mixers) group play, and 
team play offers plentiful opportunity 
for family involvement as well as an 
interesting arena for exercise!

 Last week, Patty (my activities 
director for fifty-two plus years) and 
I were having an early morning con-
versation with me telling her I could 
not make up my mind rather I would 
fish or play golf that day!  She in-
formed me I did have other options 
– for example – cleaning the ga-
rage!  After giving that option ample 
thought for a few seconds, I decided 
to fish in the morning and play golf in 
the afternoon…. See what I mean….
quandaries can be fun!

  See you on the lake or the 
course………

 Ethanol is a cleaner burning fuel, but 
it’s also less efficient and possesses some 
different chemical properties than your 
average fossil fuels. The most problematic 
of which is water absorption. Ethanol and 
other oxygenates absorb water 50 times 
faster than pure gas. Since boat engines 
are constantly exposed to water and humid 
air, water absorption poses a serious threat. 
Using reformulated gasoline in your boat 
will cause a decrease in performance and 
other mechanical issues. Here are some tips 
to avoid ethanol related problems on your 
boat:

 • Avoid using gasoline containing 
ethanol or other chemical oxygen additives
 • When storing your boat for long 
durations, keep the tank either completely 
empty or completely full.
 • Regularly tune the engine.
 • Check hoses that can deteriorate 
from alcohol-oxygenated fuels, especially on 
older boats.
 • Ethanol also acts a degreaser, 
which can allow water to clog the carbure-
tor and fuel filter. Have these parts checked 
often to ensure optimal functioning.
 •  Use a water-separating fuel filter.
 •  Check the seals on the gas cap to 
make sure excess water doesn’t seep in.

Consider 
Ethanol-Free Fuel

HELP CONTROL COSTS 
OF TRASH SERVICE

PLEASE HELP US STOP UNAUTHORIZED 
USES OF THE TRASH CONTAINERS.  
THESE CONTAINERS ARE PROVIDED 
FOR SHAREHOLDERS’ BAGGED HOUSE-
HOLD TRASH ONLY, NO LEAVES OR YARD 
WASTE.  IF THE DUMPSTER IS FILLED 
WITH LEAVES AND YARD WASTE THIS RE-
SULTS IN OVERFLOW AND CONTAINERS 
THAT CAN NO LONGER BE USED FOR ITS 
INTENDED PURPOSE.  IF YOU OBSERVE 
SOMEONE PUTTING ANYTHING OTHER 
THAN BAGGED HOUSEHOLD TRASH IN 
THESE CONTAINERS, OR IF YOU SEE 
SOMEONE USING THEM THAT DOESN’T 
HAVE A CWC STICKER ON THEIR VEHICLE, 
PLEASE GET THE LICENSE NUMBER AND 
DESCRIPTION OF THE CAR AND CONTACT 
PATROL IMMEDIATELY AT 903.643.7321.  

Boathouses, Retaining Walls, Decks,
and Dredging

www.JustinSimmonsConstruction.com
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EASON IRRIGATION

903-431-3900
Specializing in pumps & sprinkler repairs,

updates & installations

B.K. (Kim) Eason

Lic # 16660
Prev. #3181

Cory Eason
903-238-7926

Casey Eason
903-235-9072

1997 FM 2011 Rd. 903-720-7347
Longview, TX 75603 903-918-6034

www.MissMarysPlace.com

Weddings • Reunions • Parties • Milestone EventsWeddings • Reunions • Parties • Milestone EventsWeddings • Reunions • Parties • Milestone EventsWeddings • Reunions • Parties • Milestone Events
Hayley Hall Photography

LAWN MASTERS 
“You grow it, we’ll mow it!” 

 
 

New fences  Mowing 
 

Repairs         Edging 
 

Leaf Cleaning Trimming 
 
 

903-235-2433 
Free estimates on all fence and lawn work! 

GATED 
PROPERTIES

ATTENTION 
SHAREHOLDERS:

  

If you have a 
gated property, 
PLEASE contact 
the CWC office 

@ 903/643-3933 
with access infor-
mation to allow 
our security offi-
cers entry in case 
of an emergency.
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OLGA AT YOUR SERVICE  
House cleaning, short or long term property man-
agement.  Lake references available.  903-297-
1766 home 903-746-5179 cell. 

MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT 
INSURANCE  

Good Rates, Major Companies-Blue Cross, Mu-
tual of Omaha, Conseco, American Pioneer, Etc. 
Call Don Pinkerton 903-643-0354.

NEED A HAND? 
I CAN HELP! with almost anything. House sitting, 
checking mail, Watering plants (inside and out), pet 
setting, pet walking, running errands for elderly or sick. 
Moving in? I can unpack for you. Moving Out? I can 
clean for you. Call Selena 903-263-1059 (19-year Lake 
Cherokee resident).

S&H CONTRACTORS
Heating and Air Conditioning. Sales and Service. 
Call 903-643-9690. License #TACLA 021018C

WATSON REFRIGERATION
Air conditioning & Heating service.  Call 903-758-
9840

AFFORDABLE PLUMBING, 
HEATING & AIR  

Why waste your money!  Senior discounts.  All 
plumbing, heating & air repairs.  (No job too 
small)  Repipe, slab leak repair, new installa-
tions, drain & rooter service & electronic leak 
detection. Free estimates on plumbing & new 
installations. Call Michael Evans @ 903/643-
9277 Lic. #M39951.

AMERICAN MOBILE 
DETAILING

Need your car, boat, RV etc. detailed?   Call today 
for an appointment.  We come to you.       
903-235-3914

STUMPS & OLD PIERS 
CUT UNDERWATER  

Up to moderate size.  Underwater  search, locat-
ing, and marking items.  Call Bill Sharp 903-758-

5669.

GONzALEz TREE SERVICE
Insured & free estimates.  

Call 903/424-8680 or 903/ 424-8840.

ON THE LAKE, LAWN CARE
Family owned & operated.  Free estimates.  

Clockwork schedules.  
Contact Eric Jacobs, SH-04 @ 903/353-5093

REMODELING: 
Kitchens, baths, room additions, gutter screens & 
cleaning,  tree service. .Free estimates.  Any home 
repair or improvement.  Call Rick Warner @ 903/720-
7540.

INSIGHT REMODELING
Insight provides home owners with quality home re-
modeling services at affordable prices. We provide 
a full range of home improvement services. Utiliz-
ing a design/build approach helps your project run 
smoothly, and more efficiently. From design to com-
pletion, we can provide you with everything you need 
to make your home renovation dreams a reality. Call 
today for a FREE estimate. Dustin Sullivan- 903/790-
2229. Senior and military discounts available.

PAINTING BY MIKE
Custom Painting, Carpentry, Pressure Washing, 
General Handyman.  Over 25 years experience.  

Call Mike @ 903/987-0592.  
(7 year Lake Cherokee resident)

BATES PAINTING
Residential & Commercial   903/931-1283 

Blakely Bates Owner/Operator
5410 Curtis Black Rd.   Hallsville, TX  75650

LAWN MASTERS
No place to haul your limbs, leaves, etc.? Call 
903/235-2433 for monthly service.

Molly Visage, age 9       Brady, Texas
November 24, 2013

Granddaughter of Tommy 
and Debra Visage, SH 10

Tom Visage,  Grandson of Tommy and 
Debra Visage, SH 10

All Shareholders are urged to contribute 
articles, event news, photos, inquiries and 
information of interest to residents of Lake 
Cherokee for publications in The Chat-
ter. Advertising rates can be obtained by 
calling the Cherokee Water Company at 
903-643-3933; fax 903-643-2717, or office 
e-mail at Chatter@lkcherokee.com. The 
Cherokee Chatter is published by the Cher-
okee Water Company and is printed by the 
printing division of the Longview News 
Journal. The Chatter does not endorse or 
accept any liability for any advertisements 
contained within the publication.

CHATTER
The Cherokee

CHEROKEE BOAT 
MAINTENANCE

WINTERIZE EARLY! Boat and watercraft main-
tenance and minor repairs. Oil changes, batter-
ies and general up-keep. David Wilson NP35  
903/235-6458
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March
 The First Friends 
met March 20th at 
Dudley’s Cajun Cafe in 
Longview for a Mardi Gras 
Luncheon. Several people 
masked for the occasion. All 
the masks were great, and 
I had trouble choosing the 
most outrageous! Carol Ehl 
won the drawing for best 
mask, and Monica Goodwin 
won the Mardi Gras trivia 
contest. We all learned a little 
Mardi Gras history; the food 
was great, and  a good time 
was had by all! 

  First Friends is all about 
providing an opportunity to 
meet other people on the 
Lake while you’re having 
lunch and enjoying the fellowship. Next 
month we’re meeting at Black Dog 
Gallery in Longview at  11:30 am on 
April 17th. Black Dog Gallery is owned 
by Carol and Gary Jones; they create, 
display, and sell their own art there, 
as well many other unique gifts. Host-
esses will be Peggy Kernohan, Carolyn 

Dudley’s / 
Mardi Gras First Friends Mardi Gras Lunch at Dudley’s Cafe

Masquerading are Susan Deeds, 
Marilyn Moulds, Elaine Pinkerton, 
Laurie  Harkins, Carol Ehl, Peggy 

Kernohan, and Debbie Hobson

Door prize winners Elaine Pinkerton, Keryl 
Kalb, and Debbie Hobson, Mardi Gras Mask 

winner Carol Ehl, and Mardi Gras trivia winner 
Monica Goodwin

Matter, and Susan Deeds. If 
you have not attended one of 
our luncheons yet, but would 
like to, please either call  Su-
san Deeds at 903-643-9499 or 
e-mail me at “susan.deeds@
gmail.com”. We would love to 
have you join us!

FOR SALE:  2003 Yukon SLT.  118k miles- will need new tires in another 10k miles.   $9,999.  903/643-0099

FOR SALE: 2001 Jaguar Vanden Plas 67,000 miles, great condition, new Michelin tires, premium alloy wheels, 
4 doors, black exterior with tan premium leather interior. Moon roof, premium sound system, heated seats, 
fully loaded. Sticker price new was $65,000. Price today is $9,500. Don’t snooze on this one. SN 14, phone 
903-353-2811.
 
FOR SALE: 2009 G3 22’6” LX22C Pontoon boat, fully loaded, premium sound system, Garmin depth/fish 
finder, custom cover, and more. Powered by a 90 HP Yamaha four stroke engine, less than 50 hours on the 
motor. All life vests, boat toys, floats, etc. go with the boat. Price on boat and motor new $25,250.00. Price 
today is $18,500.00. SN 14, phone 903-353-2811.

FOR SALE: 2005 Xpress All Welded Camo Boat.  Trailer & 40 hp Yamaha motor.  Duck blind included.  $6,500.  
903/576-0232

FOR SALE: Fooseball Table, Tournament Choice, Like New, Woodgrain finish, full size $100.00 (903) 738-7279

FOR SALE: 2001 22’Sun Catcher Party Pontoon,  Great Shape, perfect interior, 40HP Merc, covered since new, 
ready for action. 8100.00   214 679 2366

YARD SALE:  3 lake families, furniture, tanning bed, jewelry, clothes, everything must go.
Date:  mark your calendar Fri-Sat April 11, 12   Time:  9 - 6
Location:  Small Building on FM 2011 at North side lake entrance (previously Amanda’s Jewelry)

Shoppers’ Corner
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GoZoe Wireless NOW provides the FASTEST speeds 
on the lake, true broadband, fixed Wireless internet 
service to nearly 100% of all Lake Cherokee areas with 
quicker response/unsurpassed service and  SPEEDS 
significantly improved up to 20Mbps.

Now, a backup system is in place. Equipment is vastly 
upgraded, “tripling system capacity” with exception-
ally improved RELIABILITY.  Extreme winds/lightning 
might sometimes pose challenges.
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by Susan Deeds and Brenda Carlton

 What a difference a week can make! 
The sun was shining and the temperatures 
mild as KFT members met Tuesday eve-
ning, March 11th. Welcomed by the entic-
ing smell of barbeque brisket, members 
were greeted by smiling faces and the 
most beautiful view of Lake Cherokee.  

 Thank you to hosts and hostesses for 
the evening - Brenda and Jack Carlton, 
Peggy and Glen Kernohan, Sharyn and 
Dan Rust, and Fredna Stuckey- for provid-
ing and serving the mouth watering bris-
ket. Each member family provided a pot-
luck salad, vegetable, or dessert to round 
out a delicious, bountiful buffet. Peggy 
Kernohan may hail from Kansas, but she 
knows how to create the most beautiful 
display of everything Texas - from cowboy 
boots filled with bluebonnets to ropes and 
horseshoes! It was the perfect setting for 
our speaker, Dr. R. A. Johnson, chair of 
the History, Political Science, and Crimi-
nal Justice Department at LeTourneau 
University. Dr. Johnson spotlighted one of 
the original Texas Rangers, John C. (Jack) 
Hayes, a man who epitomized the grit, 
gallantry, and leadership that has made 
the Texas Rangers legendary. Dr. Johnson 
is a native of Hayes County, Texas, and 
has done extensive research on his coun-
ty’s namesake. He helped us separate the 
facts from the many legendary tales about 
Jack Hayes, but the bottom line is that 
the facts are impressive enough to make 
most of the legend believable! Dr. Johnson 
reminded us of the unique circumstanc-
es and the qualities of the remarkable 
people who helped to form the Republic 
of Texas. It is no surprise that Texans are 
so staunchly proud of their State! Thank 
you hosts and hostesses for bringing Dr. 
Johnson to us! I enjoyed his presentation 
so much that I didn’t realize that I was 
learning some Texas history - always the 
sign of a good teacher!

 Next month’s dinner meeting will 
be April 8th at 6:00pm downstairs at 
the CWC. Hosts and hostesses - Danny 
and Barbara Coats, Charley and Bonnie 
Haynes, James and Pat Hewitt - will be 
serving smoked pork loin. Each family 
will prepare a salad, vegetable, or des-

sert to accompany the entree.  
Our KFT dinners are open to all 
Lake Cherokee shareholders. 
If you would like to attend and 
are not on our existing call lists, 
please just call Susan Deeds at 
903-643-9499 or email “susan.
deeds@gmail.com”. I’ll be happy 
to get you any information that 
you might need. We’d love to 
have you join us! 

Hosts and hostesses Brenda and Jack Carlton, Peggy 
and Glen Kernohan, and Sharyn and Dan Rust

Door Prize winners Esther Satcher, 
Elton Brock, Allan Franklin, 

Larry Lacewell, Debbie Hobson, 
and James NowakDr. Johnson separates 

the facts the Tales about 
Texas Ranger Jack C. 
Hayes.

Peggy Kernohan 
knows how to 
create Texan 

ambience!

Emcee for the night, 
Mike Toon

H e l p ! 
 

The Lake Cherokee Fireworks Display has become a cherished annual 
family event for the CWC shareholders and guests.  Please consider 

helping to fund this event by sending a check made payable to: 
 

CWC 
NK 20 Lake Cherokee 
Longview, TX  75603 

 

Or you can donate with a credit card by calling in the number and 
amount to the office at 903.643.3933. 

 

All firework donations of any amount are greatly appreciated! 

The Lake Cherokee Fireworks Display has 
become a cherished annual family event for 

the CWC shareholders and guests. 
 

Please consider helping to fund this event by 
sending a check made payable to: 

CWC
NK 20  Lake Cherokee
Longview, TX  75603

or you can donate with a credit card by 
calling in the number and amount to the office 

at 903.643.3933.

All fireworks donations of any 
amount are greatly appreciated!

Save the Dates 
 

Lake Cherokee Annual Boat Parade 
Friday, July 4, 2014 

 

Lake Cherokee Annual Fireworks 
Display 

Friday, July 4, 2014 

Fuel  
Center 
Hours 

 
 

Ethanol-Free 
 

April 
(beginning Tuesday, April 1) 

Tuesday 1:00-5:00 
Saturday 1:00-5:00 

 
May-September 

Tuesday-Friday 
2:00-6:00 
Saturday 
8:00-6:00 
Sunday 

Noon-6:00 

 The Cherokee Club will host the 4th Annual 
Lake Cherokee Summer Classic Car Show at 
NP-2 on Saturday June 28th between the hours 
of 9:30 am and 3:00 pm.  We invite all vintage, 
classic and unique current cars and trucks to 
participate in the show.  Entry forms can be 
mailed, faxed or emailed.  Please call (903) 
757-5136 or email joemcmurrey@cablelynx.
com for the forms or pick one up at the Chero-
kee Water Office or Cherokee Club.

 Trophies will be awarded to the first five 
places as voted by the attendants and there will 
be prizes for the first fifty entrants so let’s show 
the cars of Lake Cherokee and enjoy a Saturday 
afternoon on the lake.

Classic Car Show 
Save the date - June 28

The shareholders of the lots listed here 
are the winners of FREE GOLF at the Cher-
okee Country Golf Association Course 
during the month of April. Any member 
of the shareholder’s family should pres-
ent the shareholder’s card for one FREE 
round of golf, including the use of a cart, 
during the month of April.

Free  Golf  in  April

SQ-41  NF-01 SN-29
NP-101   NR-07
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LadiesBridge
LARCS

by Bette Slade

OH! It was a big “astonishment” at the Larc’s  game 
day when Frances Beavers walked in on her walker 
after being absent so long recovering from a bad fall.  
Frances has been playing bridge with this group since 
they first began meeting at the CWC building approxi-
mately forty years ago.
    This surprise visit  was cooked up by Bette and 
Wanda Costa, who is Bette’s pew pal at the Church at 
Lake Cherokee 
and who worked 
for years at the 
Beavers’ Buick 
Company early 
on.  Wanda was 
delighted to 
bring Frances 
and all wel-
comed her with 
open arms.

Bette Slade, Frances Beavers, Wanda Costa Carol Ehl, Peggy Kernohan, Carol 
Ross and Bette Slade

Wanda Wallace and Mary Nowak
Karol Kalb, Joan Porter 

and Dot Partee

 It may have been a record low temperature in New Orleans for the 
Mardi Gras celebration, but the Larc Ladies Bridge gathering was warm 
with friendship on March 5th.  Debbie Hobson had the Cherokee Water 
Recreation room decorated in the Mardi Gras motif as you can see in 
the pictures and gave each of the attendees colorful purple, yellow, 
silver, gold and green necklaces.

 The buffet table for this, our covered dish luncheon, was filled with 
delicious veggies, salads and desserts  After our meal, we enjoyed 
playing bridge and trying to win the traveling. Our next meeting will be 
a regular game day on March 12th.

 We filled three tables for our games but would have welcomed you 
also. Our games are casual and fun so feel free to give Debbie Hobson 
a call anytime to fill in with us.

Sally and her dad invited Ben to go fishing. Picture 
#1 shows them out on a nice, sunny day. Look at 
the other four pictures and see if you can find what 
makes each one different from the first picture. 
List what you see on a separate piece of paper. 
It’s important while boating to notice and observe 
everything around you.

SPROUTS

The watercraft decals are teal this year.  ALL boats 
operated on Lake Cherokee MUST be registered in 
the name of the leaseholder or leaseholder’s spouse; 
have the owner’s lot number affixed on each side of 
the watercraft, preferably half-way between the bow 
and stern and must be at least 3 inches in height and 
one half inches in width contrasting with the back-
ground color of the boat; and have the current teal 
decals affixed on each side close to the lot number.
 
Fines for an unauthorized boat or expired decals start 
at $100.
 
Replacement decals for watercraft are $50 per set.
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401 N. Martin  •  Kilgore  •  984-2525
Toll Free 1-800-283-0332

Kilgore Family Owned & Operated Since 1938
For Area Obituary Notices: www.raderfuneralhome.com

NL-05 residents Mike Brady & Susan Brady, with Bunny Key & 
Eddie Brady at Nanny Cay, Tortola BVI

Mike & Susan Brady at Trellis Bay, Tortola BVI

ter Moccasins (sometimes called Cotton-
mouths,) and three types of rattlesnakes; 
Canebrake, Western Diamondback and 
Pygmy Rattlers.  Yes, rattlesnakes can be 
found in East Texas; however, encounter-
ing one is quite rare.  It is even uncommon 
to come across any venomous snake upon 
Lake Cherokee, but it does occasionally 
occur and because it does, leaseholders 
and their guests are wise to learn the dif-
ference between a dangeous snake and a 
harmless one.
 
 Snakes are an essential part of the 
ecosystem because they help control 
the rodent population.  Be aware of your 
surroundings and cautious when hiking, 
boating or doing yard work.  If you do 
happen to run into a snake, remain calm, 
keep at least 6 feet between yourself 
and the snake and cautiously walk away.  
Snakes are looking for a mate and food, 
not you and your family.
 

What YOU can do for 
snake bite prevention:

1. Keep grass and vegetation cut short
2. Remove debris piles, (branches, leaves, 

boards, logs)
3. Seal off spacing under a/c unit slabs, 
landscaping rocks, etc.
4. Seal area around a/c lines, electrical 
and plumbing going into the house
5. Cut low limbs (keep 3 feet above the 
ground)
6. Trim borders (along sidewalks, flower 
gardens) i.e. monkey grass to no more 
than 6 inches wide.
 
Remember:  You can not stop snakes 
from coming on to your property, but 
you can  keep them from living there!
 

Poisonous snakes 
of Lake Cherokee:

Coral Snake
Copperhead

Water Moccasin (Cottonmouth)
 
 Lake Cherokee Rules & Regulations 
allow shareholders to kill snakes they con-
front on CWC property, but remember that 
any snakes that reside in or around Lake 
Cherokee, except the 3 mentioned above, 
are considered harmless to humans and 
serve a valuable purpose to the ecosystem 
and the environment.

SNAKES, continued from page 1
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Spring Fishing 
Tournament

Shamble 
Tournament - 

4 person Mixed

Deadline to Submit 
Variances

Palm Sunday

Thomas Jefferson’s 
Birthday

Tax Day
Good Friday

CWC Offices 
Closed

San Jacinto Day Earth Day.

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30

NEW MOON

Bridge Club
Luncheon
 11 a.m.

Bridge Club @ 
Noon

Bridge Club @ 
Noon

Bridge Club @ 
Noon

Administrative 
Professionals Day

Bridge Club @ 
Noon 

Last day to pay 
2nd half of lease 

renewals

K,F & T
6 p.m.

Golf Course
Board Meeting

6 p.m.

First Friends 
@ Noon

CWC Board Mtg 
6 p.m.

Preservation Club

Fishing Club
Meeting
7 p.m.

FULL MOON

Easter Egg 
Hunt

Chatter Ad 
Deadline

2nd half of lease 
renewals due

Carol Coolidge Real 
Estate Annual Fishing 
Contest kicks off

New bass harvesting 
policy in effect

April Fool’s Day

Lake Cherokee 
Spring Clean Up

10am-7pm

Lake Cherokee 
Spring Clean Up

10am-7pm

Lake Cherokee 
Spring Clean Up

10am-7pm

Lake Cherokee 
Spring Clean Up

10am-7pm

 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Centre Presbyterian
Sunrise Service

7 am
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1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Bridge Club
Luncheon
 11 a.m.

Deadline to Submit 
Variances

Golf Course
Board Meeting

6 p.m.

Fishing Club
Meeting
7 p.m.

Bridge Club @ Noon

Chatter Ad
Deadline

First Friends 
@ Noon

CWC Board Mtg 
6 p.m.

Preservation Club

Bridge Club @ Noon

Bridge Club @ Noon

 FULL MOON

 NEW MOON

May 2014

Memorial Day

CWC Offices Closed

New Fuel Center 
hours begin

Law Day

Loyalty Day

National Day of 
Prayer

Cinco de Mayo

National Nurses Day

Mother’s Day KF&T 6 pm Armed Forces Day

JFK’s Birthday Boaters Safety
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April 1st - September 30th
$50 prize monthly for: Bream / Catfish / any kind of Bass / Crappie

One Prize awarded each month to each entrant.

ALL FISH MUST BE CAUGHT IN LAKE CHEROKEE BY LAKE CHEROKEE SHAREHOLDERS!!

WHEN?  The 30th day of each month: April-Sept. The monthly contests close at 6 p.m. the 29th of each month and a new contest 
begins at 5 p.m. the 30th of each month.

WHO?  Lake Cherokee Stockholders and eligible privilege card holders.

CONTEST RULES: All contestants must abide by the current Rules and Regulations of Lake Cherokee and of the Texas Game & Fish 
Commission. All fish must be caught in  Lake Cherokee. All fish must be weighed in alive. Please practice catch and release good 
sportsmanship rule and return fish to the lake after weigh in, if possible. Weigh in stations are: Skinners at Lakeport, Lee’s Creek 
Grocery, & Cherokee Golf Club. Weigh in receipts must be turned into Cherokee Water Company, NK20 with date, name and number. 
Winners will be listed in the Cherokee Chatter monthly. In case of a tie, the first entry weighed is the prize winner.

CAROL COOLIDGE REAL ESTATE
ANNUAL FISHING CONTEST

www.LAKECHEROKEE.comCall 903-643-2828

#1 Top Listing, Selling & Producing agency on Lake Cherokee

Carol CarolCarolCarolCarolCarolCarol
Coolidge CoolidgeCoolidgeCoolidgeCoolidgeCoolidgeCoolidgeCoolidgeCoolidgeCoolidge

903-643-2017903-643-2017903-643-2017903-643-2017903-643-2017903-643-2017903-643-2017903-643-2017903-643-2017903-643-2017903-643-2017903-643-2017903-643-2017903-643-2017

kristina kristinakristinakristinakristinakristinakristinakristinakristinakristina
Coolidge CoolidgeCoolidgeCoolidgeCoolidgeCoolidgeCoolidgeCoolidgeCoolidgeCoolidge

903-720-4838903-720-4838903-720-4838903-720-4838903-720-4838903-720-4838903-720-4838903-720-4838903-720-4838903-720-4838903-720-4838903-720-4838903-720-4838903-720-4838

Carolyn CarolynCarolynCarolynCarolynCarolynCarolynCarolynCarolyn
Matter MatterMatterMatterMatterMatterMatterMatter

903-643-3969903-643-3969903-643-3969903-643-3969903-643-3969903-643-3969903-643-3969903-643-3969903-643-3969903-643-3969903-643-3969903-643-3969903-643-3969903-643-3969

Carolyn CarolynCarolynCarolynCarolynCarolynCarolynCarolynCarolyn
JaMes JaMesJaMesJaMesJaMesJaMesJaMes

903-643-1075903-643-1075903-643-1075903-643-1075903-643-1075903-643-1075903-643-1075903-643-1075903-643-1075903-643-1075903-643-1075903-643-1075903-643-1075903-643-1075

aliCe aliCealiCealiCealiCealiCealiCe
BerryhillBerryhillBerryhillBerryhillBerryhillBerryhillBerryhillBerryhillBerryhillBerryhillBerryhill

903-643-3207903-643-3207903-643-3207903-643-3207903-643-3207903-643-3207903-643-3207903-643-3207903-643-3207903-643-3207903-643-3207903-643-3207903-643-3207903-643-3207

Patty PattyPattyPattyPattyPattyPatty
ClarkClarkClarkClarkClarkClarkClark

903-643-2833903-643-2833903-643-2833903-643-2833903-643-2833903-643-2833903-643-2833903-643-2833903-643-2833903-643-2833903-643-2833903-643-2833903-643-2833903-643-2833

kyle kylekylekylekylekyle
MCMurreyMCMurreyMCMurreyMCMurreyMCMurreyMCMurreyMCMurreyMCMurreyMCMurreyMCMurrey
903-918-8064903-918-8064903-918-8064903-918-8064903-918-8064903-918-8064903-918-8064903-918-8064903-918-8064903-918-8064903-918-8064903-918-8064903-918-8064903-918-8064

Paul PaulPaulPaulPaulPaul
oBerthieroBerthieroBerthieroBerthieroBerthieroBerthieroBerthieroBerthieroBerthieroBerthieroBerthier
903-746-3314903-746-3314903-746-3314903-746-3314903-746-3314903-746-3314903-746-3314903-746-3314903-746-3314903-746-3314903-746-3314903-746-3314903-746-3314903-746-3314

FranCes FranCesFranCesFranCesFranCesFranCesFranCesFranCesFranCes
everetteveretteveretteveretteveretteveretteveretteveretteverett

903-738-2078903-738-2078903-738-2078903-738-2078903-738-2078903-738-2078903-738-2078903-738-2078903-738-2078903-738-2078903-738-2078903-738-2078903-738-2078903-738-2078


