New Board Members,
Officers Announced
The Board of Directors election
was finalized and the vote count
announced at the Annual Shareholders’ Meeting November 13. Eight
candidates ran for the four available
positions on the Board. Howard
“Bo” Besharse, Wade Johnson,
Mike Pemberton, Steve Lobue,
Sydney King, John Lightfoot,
Mark Eubank and Gary Mapes.
Serving on the CWC Board
of Directors takes a strong commitment of time and energy. The
CWC Board, staff and shareholders owe a debt of gratitude
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to those who displayed their
dedication to Lake Cherokee by
running for those positions.
The new members of the Board
are Wade Johnson, Mike Pemberton,
Steve Lobue and Gary Mapes.
Following the Annual Shareholders’ Meeting, the new Board
met to elect the officers for the upcoming year. The 2014-2015 Board
Officers are Tommy Visage, President; Darrell Wolven, Vice-President; Mike Pemberton, Secretary
and Dickens Wilkinson, Treasurer.

Newly Elected Board Members

Wade Johnson
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TOMMY HOOTEN
Employee of the Year

Tommy Hooten
named
Employee of the Year
Martin Pessink, CWC Director of Operations,
presented Tommy Hooten, Lake Patrolman, the
award as 2014 Employee of the Year. This is the
seventh year that the employees of CWC have
nominated and selected an individual that they
felt deserving of recognition for their dedication,
job performance, attitude, love of the lake and
concern for the shareholders. Congratulations to
Tommy on receiving this well-deserved honor.
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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL
STOCKHOLDERS MEETING
OF THE CHEROKEE WATER COMPANY
November 13, 2014

A meeting of the Stockholders of the Cherokee Water Company was held at 7:00 p.m. at NK-20
Lake Cherokee, Longview, Texas 75603.
David Funderburk, Election Committee-Chairman, declared that there was a quorum to conduct
business.
Gary Mapes, President of the Board of Directors, called the meeting to order and introduced the
members of the Board of Directors, past members of the Board of Directors, employees of Cherokee
Water Company, and the candidates running for the Board.
David Funderburk, Chairman of the Election Commission, introduced the other members of the
Election Commission:
Steve Ramsey, Vice-Chairman
Liz Lockhart		
Bart Owens		
Tressie Grant			
Reagan McLemore		
Tommy Pelton
Mark Hale 			
John Morgan		
J. T. Roberts
Frank Northcutt			
Mike Toon		
Mike Reader - Assisted
Funderburk announced the proxy designees and the number of ballots each received:
Bo Besharse
1
President		
3		
Steve Lobue
4
Carolyn Matter
1
Bill Adler
6		
G. T. Strong
2
Mike Pemberton
1
Clayton Evans
10
A MOTION was made by Dickens Wilkinson approve the minutes of the November 14, 2013
Annual Stockholders Meeting. The motion was seconded by Sue Wilson, and it passed without objection.
Charles Albert, CPA, of Curtis Blakely and Company, CPA’s, presented the annual audit report.
He reported that he has given the CWC an Unqualified Opinion, which is the best that a CPA can give
to a firm. He stated the corporation is financially solid.
Ned Muse, Lake Manager, made a presentation on the year’s activities.
Martin Pessink, Operations Manager, presented the Employee of the Year Award for 2014 to
Officer Tommy Hooten.
Gary Mapes recognized and presented special awards to Mike Pemberton and Mike Lee for
completing their terms as directors and honoring their service on the Board and Committees.
Tommy Visage recognized and presented a special service award to Gary Mapes for completing
his term as a director and honoring his service on the Board and Committees.
Funderburk presented the results of the voting for the four seats on the Board of Directors.
Howard “Bo” Besharse
Wade Johnson		
Mike Pemberton		
Steve Lobue		

379 votes		
571 votes		
417 votes		
694 votes		

Sydney King
John Lightfoot
Mark Eubank
Gary Mapes

174 votes
328 votes
288 votes
417 votes

Funderburk explained that the four candidates with the highest numbers of votes that were elected to the Board of Directors were Wade Johnson, Mike Pemberton, Steve Lobue and Gary Mapes.
Their term will end November, 2017.
Gary Mapes announced that the new Board of Directors would convene immediately in the
upstairs Board room to elect officers for the coming year, and that any shareholder who wished to
attend could do so.
Being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
ATTEST:
_____________________
Mike Pemberton, Secretary

MINUTES OF THE NEW BOARD OF DIRECTORS
CHEROKEE WATER COMPANY
November 13, 2014
A meeting of the new Board of Directors for Cherokee Water Company was held immediately
after the Annual Shareholder meeting at NK 20 Lake Cherokee Longview Texas 75603 with the following Directors present:
Bill Adler
Wade Johnson
Randall Latch
Steve Lobue
THERE WILL BE NO
Gary Mapes
BOARD MEETING IN DECEMBER.
Mike Pemberton
The next Board Meeting will be
George Strunk
Thursday, January 15, 2015 at 6:00pm.
Tommy Visage
All Shareholders are
Dickens Wilkinson
encouraged to attend.
Sue Wilson
Darrell Wolven
Lynda Whalen
Also present were Ned Muse, Rick Faulkner and David Funderburk.
Mike Pemberton pronounced a quorum and the meeting was called to order by President Gary Mapes.
Mapes welcomed the newly elected members to the Board.
Mapes turned the meeting over to the Lake Attorney, Rick Faulkner, who conducted the election of
the Officers of the Board of Directors for 2014-2015.
A MOTION was made by Steve Lobue and seconded by Lynda Whalen to elect the officers of the
Board by each individual office and by secret ballot. The Motion failed.
A MOTION was made by Gary Mapes and seconded by Tommy Visage to elect the officers of the
Board by each individual office and not by secret ballot. The Motion passed.
A nomination was made by Lynda Whalen for Randall Latch to serve as President. Mike Pemberton
nominated Tommy Visage to serve as President. By show of hands Tommy Visage was elected by a
majority vote.
A nomination was made by Gary Mapes for Darrell Wolven to serve as Vice President. Lynda Whalen nominated Steve Lobue to serve as Vice President. By show of hands Darrell Wolven was elected
by a majority vote.
A nomination was made by Sue Wilson for Dickens Wilkinson to serve as Treasurer. Lynda Whalen
nominated Randall Latch to serve as Treasurer. By show of hands Dickens Wilkinson was elected
by a majority vote.
A nomination was made by Gary Mapes for Mike Pemberton to serve as Secretary. Lynda Whalen
nominated Wade Johnson to serve as Secretary. By show of hands Mike Pemberton was elected by
a majority vote.
Faulkner turned the meeting over to the newly elected President Tommy Visage. Visage announced
there will be a Board Retreat after the first of the year and that there will be no meeting in December.
Being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:50 pm.
ATTEST:
________________________
Mike Pemberton, Secretary
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We are coming to
the end of another
year. It has been a
particularly
good
year on Lake Cherokee. As reported at
Manager’s
the Annual Meeting,
Report
the Cherokee Water
with Ned Muse
Company is ending
the year in great financial condition. The
company’s auditor, Charles Albert, CPA
of Curtis Blakely and Company reported
to the shareholders at the annual meeting
that the CWC had received an unqualified opinion and was in great financial
condition.
During the recently completed fiscal
year, the CWC has successfully under
taken a number of important projects for
the Lake community. Probably the most
anticipated activity has been the start
of what we hope will be a continuous
program of road repair and maintenance.
To date, our contractor, Miller Construction, has completed the replacement of
a section of large culverts along Beaver
Run, repaired and paved roadway in the
SU and NH Sections, and made numerous repairs at various locations around
the lake. As long as funds are available,
we plan to continue this activity on the
lake roads with a goal of repairing and
resealing each section of road approximately once every seven years.

FUEL
CENTER
November-February

CLOSED FOR
THE SEASON

Another
important
milestone
reached this year has been the completion of our new webpage at Cherokeewatercompany.com. This newly revised
and updated web presence was designed
to improve the communication between
the CWC and the Lake Cherokee community and to present a positive and
professional face of Lake Cherokee to
any interested parties. The webpage
presents information about the lake, its
environment and history. In addition,
the webpage allows immediate access
to the lake rules, building and sales permits, complaint forms, access to rental
requests for the event center and even
allows shareholders to request extra
patrols on the property. During the recently completed lease renewal period,
you could even renew your lease using
the webpage. While there are numerous links on the webpage to the clubs on
the lake, the Cherokee Chatter and our
Facebook, etc., one of the most regularly view pages is the Lost and Found
page. This page allows shareholders to
run down their missing watercraft, lawn
furniture and other missing property, but
more important allows you an often successful way to reunite owners and their
lost pets. In the near future, we will be
providing a section listing real estate
available.

Merry
Christmas and
wishes for a happy
and safe New Year from
the Board of Directors and
staff of the Cherokee
Water Company!

One change coming for next year
is a change in our annual Independence
Day Celebration on Lake Cherokee.
Like many of you, the Board and staff
were less than pleased with this year’s
fireworks. This has resulted in a couple
of changes. First, the Board has included funds in this year’s budget to provide
for an improved display. Secondly, we
have selected a new fireworks company
to provide the display. One important
note is that this year’s display will take
place on Friday, July 3rd rather than the
4th. We had to make this change as the
new company was already fully booked
on the 4th.
I just have to say something about
our employees. I hope that all of you
realize that they are the folks that make
life on the Lake so great. Sometimes we
forget that. We currently have 21 full
time slots in our workforce. All three
divisions of the CWC, Administration,
Maintenance and Patrol do a wonderful
job. Take a minute and thank them for
their efforts next time you get a chance.
One area that has seen particular improvement over the last year or so has
been our Patrol Division. I am always
amazed by the range of service requests
these folks receive and the good humor
and professionalism they show. This
year we have seen improvements to the
Patrol in terms of equipment and training

as well as a new spirit and pride. When I
first came to Lake Cherokee I heard lots
of complaints about fines that were levied by the Patrol. I really never thought
that those complaints were fully justified, but if they were, the shareholders
need to be aware that income from fines
has dropped significantly from slightly
over $17,000 to less than $10,000 this
year. That is certainly a strong indicator of a change in attitude from both the
patrolmen and the CWC community.
As we discussed last month in the
Chatter, the CWC has finalized the sale
of a portion of the timber around the
Lake. Most of the comments regarding
the sale have been positive, but there has
been concern about the eagles we see on
the Lake. Please be aware that we share
those concerns and have and will take all
necessary actions to protect this wonderful resource. At another location in this
Chatter you will find an article written
by Lisa Hooten about our efforts to locate and identify any evidence of nesting
eagles in or near the area to be harvested.
As Lisa’s article indicates, they have not
located any sign of nests or roosts, but
we will continue to keep looking. If any
are located, we will protect them from
disturbance from the timber harvesting
or any other activity.

The
CWC office will be
closed Wednesday, December
24th, Thursday, December 25th and
again on Wednesday, December 31st
and Thursday, January 1st to allow
the staff to enjoy the Christmas and
New Year’s holidays with their
families and friends.
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President Gary Mapes
presented Secretary Mike
Pemberton with an outstanding service award.

Charley Albert of Curtis
Blakely & Co., CWC
auditor, presented the
annual audit report.

Martin Pessink, CWC Director of Operations, presented
Tommy Hooten with the 2014
Employee of the Year award.

Lake Manager Ned Muse
made a presentation on
the years activities.

David Funderburk, Election
Commission Chairman, introduced the members of the
Election Commission and announced the election results.

Annual
Shareholders’
Meeting 2014

President Gary Mapes presented
Treasurer Mike Lee with an
outstanding service award.

NEW BOARD MEMBERS
Mike Pemberton
Steve Lobue
Gary Mapes
Wade Johnson

Vice President Tommy Visage
presented President Gary Mapes
with an outstanding service award.

Construction Rules Changes
for Onsite Septic
You may have seen in last month’s
Chatter that there were some changes
made to the CWC Construction Rules.
These changes primarily address
structures, but there was also an important change to the rules regarding onsite septic. To ensure compliance with
the rules and regulations of the Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) a permit must be issued by
the CWC office prior to the installation
of any on-site septic or waste water
disposal system. You must submit a
plan that has been properly designed
and with approved signatures from the
Count Officials in which the house is
located. This plan must also show on
your lease map where the spray heads
or drip systems will be located. Work
cannot begin until a permit has been
issued by the CWC office.
The primary changes to the construction rules in this area are as follows:
1. Following completion of the
system, but prior to the system
being covered, the shareholder
shall notify CWC and request a
final inspection.
2. Upon notification, the CWC
shall inspect the system and
confirm that it complies with the
design as approved by the CWC
and has been installed in compliance with all rules of the CWC.
If you are having a new system installed, call us before the installer covers any of the system which includes
tanks, field lines, drip lines, or spray
heads.
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If you are planning on building a
new house on your lot the CWC requires an approved onsite septic plan
before the construction permit will
be issued. If an existing system is in
place on the lot it must be inspected
and a report submitted with the permit
application showing that it will be adequate for the structure being built.
The current rules along with fillable permit applications for construction are available on the CWC web
site.
If you have any questions on
any construction permits please call,
email, or come by. I will be more than
happy to go over your plans with you.
Martin A. Pessink
Director of Operations

LAKE CHEROKEE
SECURITY REPORT

October 2014
Facility Check: 2,149
Extra Patrol Facility: 32
Extra Patrol Shareholder: 292
Welfare Check: 1
Open Door: 2
Suspicious Vehicle/Person: 13
Maintenance Needed: 6
Issue Permit: 26
Set Out/Pick up trap: 21
Remove animal from trap/lot: 7
Remove dead animal: 4
Impound domestic animal: 4
Clear roadway of trees/debris: 20
Disturbance: 0
Burglary/Theft: 0
Alarms: 13
Water Rescue/Drowning: 3
Vehicle/Boat accident: 1
Code Violations: 55
Assist Agency: 8

401 N. Martin • Kilgore • 984-2525
Toll Free 1-800-283-0332

Kilgore Family Owned & Operated Since 1938
For Area Obituary Notices: www.raderfuneralhome.com

EASON IRRIGATION
B.K. (Kim) Eason
Lic # 16660
Prev. #3181

Cory Eason
903-238-7926
Casey Eason
903-235-9072

903-431-3900

Specializing in pumps & sprinkler repairs,updates & installations

Boathouses, Retaining Walls, Decks,
and Dredging

www.JustinSimmonsConstruction.com
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“

The Home of your
dreams is with INSIGHT.
Call Today for a FREE estimate.

The McHaneys

Say “Hello” to our latest satisfied
customers, the McHaneys. From
left to right: Boone, Mary Caroline,
John Clark, Matthew, Amy and
Stephen McHaney.

Find Us On

Facebook

GRAHAM
CRACKER
TOFFEE

INGREDIENTS
16 graham cracker sheets
½ cup brown sugar
1 cup butter
1 cup chopped pecans
6 oz. milk or semi sweet chocolate chips

INSTRUCTIONS
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F.
2. Line cookie sheet with foil and
spray with cooking spray.
3. Cover prepared cookie sheet with
whole graham cracker sheets.
4. In saucepan, bring brown sugar and butter to
a boil over medium heat. Boil for four minutes
stirring constantly. Pour over graham crackers and bake for 8 minutes at 350 degrees F.
5. After baking, immediately sprinkle chocolate
chips over the top of graham cracker and let sit
for about two minutes. Spread melted chocolate with a knife. Sprinkle nuts over the top.
6. Let sit for about two hours
and them cut and serve.

Dustin Sullivan
903-790-2229

dustin@insight-remodeling.com

www.insight-remodeling.com
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LARCS
LadiesBridge
by Bette Slade

The first Wednesday of each month is designated as the Larc’s Covered Dish Luncheon and bridge games and was the highlight of the month of November. The menu
carried the Thanksgiving theme, of course. Carol Ehl brought her famous chicken and
dressing and others brought the sides such as fancy carrots, spinach with a sauce and
water chestnuts, congealed salads, squash and pecan pie. (Aren’t you sorry you were not
there to taste?)
We regret that our pictures do not show Debbie Hobson or Lynda Suter who are
two of our regulars. Others attending today were Ehl, Bette Slade, Mary Nowak, Donna
Knox, Joan Porter and Peggy Kernohan. Knox won high score and Slade won the traveling deuce prize.
It was a rainy day - a great day for friendship and games. Please shareholders, come
join us in our games any Wednesday and check the times in the calendar here in the
Chatter.

Carol Ehl, Bette Slade and Mary Nowak

Donna Knox, Joan Porter and Peggy Kernohan
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by Celia Taylor

Akins Aces
by Dave Clark
After being close many times, Gary Akins, longtime Cherokee Country Golf Club member, finally
joined the Akin’ hole-in-one club! Using a #5 wood,
Gary hit the #16 hole – 167 yard shot for his first ace.
Gary’s dad, Hubert and mom, Lucy (deceased)
were both avid golfers and members of CCGC. While
playing the CCGC, Hubert recorded (3) hole-in-one
shots while Lucy recorded (2).
Hubert and Lucy played many rounds of family
golf helping Gary with golf instruction for Gary’s offspring, Brad and Brent! At CCGC both boys recorded
hole-in-one shots-Brad (1) and Brent who became an
All American golfer at Oklahoma City College, aced
holes #1, #4, and #5. At CCGC Brent also shot a pair
of low score 58’s. One of Brent’s most memorable
distance shots at CCGC was from the back tee of
#6 hole, with the ball landing inside of the 100 yard
marker to the green! That is what I call “airing it out”.
Knowing the acorn falls close to the tree, one
day, Gary will be there at the CCGC with his granddaughter, Tinley, while she attempts to join the Akin’s
hole-in-one club!

Thanks Dave for that great story.
The Ladies Group held it’s final tournament of
the year called the Shirts and Skirts tournament. Fun
had by all and good meal and snacks.
The winners were:
1st place: Marilyn Martin and Myron Foster
2nd Place: Rochelle Metts & Shay Moloch
3rd Place: Sharyn Rust & Dan Rust
Longest Drive:
Women: Marilyn Martin
Men: Mark Taylor
Closet to the Hole:
Women: Tucy Everett
Men: Shay Moloch
As the year is ending, we want to thank all the
board members: Marje Theiman, Ricky West, Gerald
Cochran, Celia Taylor, Dave Clark, Carol Grimes,
Buzz Everett , and Kevin Payne for their hard work
and efforts to making Cherokee the best it can be.
We want to thank the Pro Shop Employees and the
grounds crew for making the course look great! All
the volunteers during the year that have helped in different ways from helping the grounds crew to helping
in tournaments, donating items for raffles and participating in the tournaments. THANKS!
Also election for board members is coming up
in February – if anyone is interested in being on the
board and seeing how everything works – there will
be a sign up sheet in the pro shop and a ballot sheet
will be mailed in December.

Free Golf In
December
The shareholders of the lots listed here are
the winners of FREE GOLF at the Cherokee Country Golf Association Course during the month of December. Any member of
the shareholder’s family should present the
shareholder’s card for one FREE round of
golf, including the use of a cart, during the
month of December.

SQ-21 NK-26
SL-16 NP-24 SI-27

Thanks to all members of CCGC and looking forward to new members next year and another exciting
year of golf and tournaments.
Have a Merry Christmas and a Properous New
Year! See you on the Course – Hit them Long &
Straight!

Through the Years
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Weddings • Reunions • Parties • Milestone Events

Hayley Hall Photography

1997 FM 2011 Rd.
903-720-7347
Longview, TX 75603
903-918-6034
www.MissMarysPlace.com
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2nd

Fagedaboutit
Pete and Carol Staiti, SL 6

Third Place—The Buck Stops Here; Bart Owens and
Darrell Wolven

Lake Cherokee Pirates
David and Debbie McDaniel, SN 32-A

An award was given for the People’s Choice going to
The Buck Stops Here, Bart Owens and Darrell Wolven.
An award for the best costume for a group went to the
Lake Cherokee Pirates, David and Debbie McDaniel and
Pirate crew.

The Best Little Chili Booth in Texas
Connie Bechtold, NP 20
The day was simply gorgeous and the weather pitch
perfect for the second annual Lake Cherokee Chili Fest.
There was a large turnout for the event and everyone
left Chilied-up and satisfied with a beautiful 2015 Lake
Cherokee Preservation Club calendar.
There were ten team entries offering a real variety of
tastes and textures of Chili. We wish to thank the teams
that participated:
1st

Beer, Wine, and Chili Time
Julie and Robbie Hope, NK 31

CFC Cookie
Bo Besharse and Genia Holland, SD 14
Cherokee Shores
Suzanne Cook, SN 54
Chuck Wagon Chili
Kevin Copeland, NH 4 and Danny Matherne, NH 3

3rd

The Buck Stops Here
Bart Owens, SN 30 and Darrell Wolven, SN 33
Vene, Vidi, Verde
Lorin Boyd, SN 18
Whatcha’ Smokin’
David and Donna Nichols, NC 8

The team of judges, Linda James, Thomas White, and
Jackie Clayton, had their tasting expertise challenged by
the variety of culinary skills on display. We appreciate the
time and energy that they give to this contest.
Drumroll please, the winners are…..
First Place—Beer, Wine, and Chili Time; Julie and Robbie Hope, Suzie LeBus, Rami Day, and Julie’s Dad
Second Place—Lake Cherokee Pirates; David and Debbie McDaniel, Bobby and Vickie Bell, David and Terri
Stokes, and Greg and Jana Turnbow

Kudos to the Chairman of the Chili Fest, Tommy Pelton and our lovely President, Jane Wolven. We appreciate
all the hard work that goes into this event and the help and
venue that the CWC provides. Thank you Vicki Faulkner,
Ned Muse, and patrolman Lee White. The Chili Fest
signage that helped to bring everyone in for the event was
provided by Mike Martin, your generosity is greatly appreciated. Some of the proceeds from the event will go
to our annual Fourth of July Fireworks.
Don’t forget to pick your calendar up at the CWC
office if you haven’t received one yet.
Hope that everyone is enjoying the change in the
weather. The fall is such a stunning time of the year on
the lake, the myriad of colors reflected in the water. Enjoy, enjoy.
Happy boating,
Tommy Pelton, Secretary
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by Mec Lacewell
Hello KFT Members and Guests,
If you missed the dinner for November, you wouldn’t have known how
great the food was. I am so impressed
with the cooks at Lake Cherokee….
every month my palate is wowed with
new flavors and I have to say that the
smoked tenderloin was exceptional…
thank you, Danny and Barbara Coats. I
wish they could come to my house to
cook some evening. How about take
-out Danny??

Speaker Steve Brown; Host and Hostesses
James Hewitt, Charlie Haynes, Bonnie
We were treated to an inspirational
Haynes,
Pat Hewitt ,Carol Ehl, Barbara
talk after we had thoroughly cleaned our
Coats,
Don
Ehl, seated Danny Coats
plates and were enjoying the fabulous
desserts. Mr. Steve Brown is a gifted he related to the young mother who had lost
speaker who began his talk with jokes her home. Being the optimist that he is, he
that had everyone laughing and it light- said he tries to make a difference each and
ened the mood, but he told stories about every day because there is no way to realways being thankful because it can all cover what has passed. Make it a great day
be taken away in an instant. His knowl- and give to others and be thankful for all of
edge of loss is first- hand and he spoke of our blessings. Amen, Mr.Steve Brown.
his grandson being born with only hours
to live…but his family prayed and their
Fall wreath winners were Yvonne Pinprayers were answered when a special son, Jim Grigsby, and Elaine Pinkerton.
doctor saved his infant grandson’s life.
The grandson is thriving today and is a
Our December dinner will be hosted
reminder to live each day to the fullest. by: Lee Scott, Dorothy Blackwell, Debbie
He related another story about a mother Hobson, and Elaine and Don Pinkerton.
with 5 children who had lost all of her Please remember to bring an unwrapped
possessions in a devastating fire. The gift for a girl or a boy. Let’s put smiles on
Rotarians, guided by Steve, gave gener- the faces of those less fortunate. And, the
ously to help the indigent family. And, November canned food drive was great.
one of Steve and Penny’s children also Thank you for being generous and it will
experienced the loss of their home and be given to those in need.
possessions to a fire. He again said he
was thankful that no one was injured and
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FALL IS HERE

photo submitted by Jim Offerding

Good Old Country Stuffing
Total Time: 1 hr 20 min		
Prep: 20 min
Cook: 1 hr

				

Yield: 8 to 10 servings

Ingredients:

2 loaves oven-dried white bread
(recommended: Pepperidge Farm)
2 cups cooked white rice
1 sleeve crushed saltines
1 pound bulk breakfast sausage
2 cups chopped celery
1 large onion, chopped
7 cups chicken stock

Salt and freshly ground black pepper
1 teaspoon dried sage leaves
1 tablespoon poultry seasoning
3 eggs, beaten
1/4 stick butter, melted
Mushroom Giblet Gravy, recipe follows
Mushroom Giblet Gravy:
4 cups turkey or chicken stock

Directions:

Preheat oven to 350 degrees F.
Crumble oven-dried bread into a large bowl. Add rice and saltines.

Mushroom Giblet Gravy:
Giblets from 1 turkey
2 chicken bouillon cubes
2 tablespoons reserved stuffing mixture
3 tablespoons cornstarch
1/3 cup cold water
2 pints button mushrooms, sliced
3 tablespoons butter
1 hard boiled egg, sliced
Salt and freshly ground black pepper

Cook sausage in a large skillet until it starts to brown. Add celery and onion and saute until transparent, 5 to 10 minutes. Pour over bread
and rice mixture. Add stock and mix well. Add salt, pepper, sage, and poultry seasoning. Mix well. Add the beaten eggs and melted butter.
Mix well. Reserve 2 tablespoons of the stuffing mixture for the Mushroom Giblet Gravy.
Pour stuffing into a greased pan and bake until cooked through and golden brown, about 45 minutes.
Bring stock and giblets to a boil. Add bouillon and reserved stuffing mixture. Make a slurry by whisking together the cornstarch and water
and add to the boiling stock; cook 2 to 3 minutes. Meanwhile, saute mushrooms until browned in butter. Add mushrooms to gravy with egg
and salt and pepper, to taste.

ALL variance requests and applications
for outbuildings MUST be turned in by
5:00pm the Monday before the Property
Committee meets.
(10 days before the Board meeting)
December- December 8, 2014
January- January 5, 2015
February- February 9, 2015
March- March 9, 2015
April- April 6, 2015
May- May 4, 2015
June- June 8, 2015
July- July 6, 2015
August- August 10, 2015
September- September 7, 2015
October- October 5, 2015
November- November 9, 2015
December- December 7, 2015

Shareholder Decals
All lease renewals that were received have been processed and the
requested decals for vehicles and watercraft have been mailed to the
shareholder. This year the vehicle decals are red and the watercraft
decals are orange. The black and turquoise decals are expired. The
vehicle stickers are to be placed on the top center of the front windshield and the bottom left corner of the rear window. As a reminder,
replacement watercraft decals are $50.00 so make sure to keep them
in a safe place until such time they can be placed on the boat or
PWC.
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Lisa Satterwhite

Independent Beauty Consultant

903-808-5728
lisasatterwhite@marykay.com
www.marykay.com/lisasatterwhite
Discover What You Love 

NEED DIRT?
CALL
903-576-0113
LAWN MASTERS

“You grow it, we’ll mow it!”
New fences
Repairs
Leaf Cleaning

Mowing
Edging
Trimming

903-235-2433

Free estimates on all fence and lawn work!
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Eagle Update
by Lisa Hooten, NF 63

If you live on Lake Cherokee, you are no doubt aware of the large variety of wildlife that
share our lake home, both in and out of the water. Among these numerous air, land and water dwellers are bald eagles. Haliaeetus leucocephalus (literally translated sea eagle with
a white head), the proud symbol of our nation, can be seen soaring in the skies over the
lake, snatching fish from its waters, and perching in tall pines at the water’s edge.
The recent report that timber cutting would soon begin near the dam has caused a flurry of
concern from lake residents. Since an eagle is frequently seen perched in the pines beside the
spillway, some are concerned that there may also be a nest in the area. This area is surveilled
daily by Lake Patrol, as well as kept up by members of the Maintenance Department, and
none of them have observed a nest. But, out of an abundance of caution, Lake Management decided to have the area surveyed by a professional just to make sure. My husband,
Tommy, who is employed by CWC in Lake Patrol, received the assignment of escort. I
was allowed to tag along to observe and to compose this report.
On a blustery day prior to Thanksgiving, Susanne Walker, Contract Biologist, and Mike Walker, Consulting Forester, combed the
woods below the dam. According to the Walkers, a breeding pair
of eagles would most likely construct their nest very near
the water’s edge or along a creek or slough leading to open
water. Keeping this in mind, they searched the treelines
near the dam and along the tailrace. They then slogged
through the cypress swamps in the interior of the woods
along Cherokee Bayou. No evidence of a nest was found.
\
A few known facts about eagle behavior:
-- Eagles that live in our area of Texas are non-migratory
--The territory of a nesting pair of eagles will range from 2-3 miles
--A pair of eagles will use the same nest year after
year, adding to it or making repairs as needed. There
may also be an alternative nest within the range.
--This is the time of year for eagles to “pair up”. Peak time for
egg-laying is December, with hatching occurring in January.
These facts, coupled with year-round sightings of more than
one eagle on the lake, plus a sighting that morning of the pair
flying together, convinced the Walkers that the pair is indeed
nesting somewhere on the lake or its tributaries. They are satisfied that no nest exists in areas soon to be logged, but plan to
continue the search for the nest from the water at a later date.
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Cherokee
Fishing
Club News
By Bo Besharse

What a huge turnout for our November meeting? We had a total of fifty-five people sign in but all the chairs
were taken in the meeting area, so the
count was a little higher. Our visitors
for the meeting were Jerry and Ann
Hayne and Corey Eason. Our newest
member in attendance was Bart Owens
and our speaker was Michael Rich.
Last month, I wrote that our
Cookie People must have a sixth sense
to help them determine how much
food to prepare for the meeting and
they came through again. Our Cookie
People were Mayre Drennan, Carol
Staiti, Sharon Lakey, Bob Tippit,
Wylene Smith, Bonnie Haynes, Genia

KFT club also had a food drive and
all canned food from both clubs were
delivered the next day. We are asking
members to bring food for the December meeting and unwrapped toys for
a girl and a boy. The toys will go to
the “Blue Santa Program” in Tatum
and the Presbyterian Children’s home
in Kilgore. The Tatum Police Department and Children’s home conduct
background checks to make sure
the donated items are going to those
in need. You may drop off toys and
canned food at the Cherokee Water
Company office, located at NK 20
Lake Cherokee.
We did not have a lot of club business to discuss so all the CFC Officers
offered short reports to the members.
Joe Travis gave the fisheries report and
advised our group that this was one of
our best fish releases. We released tons
of Crappie, Catfish, and Bream during
October. Don Anderson reported that
fish are being caught at every habitat
and that the John C Spradley Fishing
area is still producing catches of Catfish and Crappie.
We can now help you download
all of the fish habitat locations into
your fish finder that is GPS capable
and has a slot for an SD or micro SD
card. Feel free to contact Bo to get
more information about the download
process.

Ann and Jerry Hayne, Guests

Holland, Brenda Wyche, Pat Hewitt,
and Mary Ann Harris. There were not
enough leftovers to leave for the CWC
office staff and we try to give them a
little treat each month.
We had asked club members to
bring canned food that was to be taken
to the Samaritan House in Tatum and
we did get a lot of food items, The

Patty Clark gave the club a big pat
on the back during the meeting telling
everyone how much she appreciates
the fishing clubs work in all aspects
of the fishery program. She is a realtor here on the lake and advised that
potential buyers always ask about the
fishing on Lake Cherokee and she is
able to tell her clients that this is one of
the best fishing lakes in Texas. Thank
you for your kind words Patty!
Two years ago, we tried to arrange

a “Day on the Lake” for our
military combat veterans going through the Veterans Administration but as the planning progressed, the budget
cuts prevented the VA from
being able to transport the
veterans here to Lake Cherokee. I have been in contact
with the “Wounded Warriors
Program.” They are interested in having a project like
fishing and boating for these
wounded warriors and I will
be in meetings with them
after hunting season. They
are currently involved in
giving these hero’s hunting
trips. Hopefully, we will be able to
plan a day on the lake for these men
and women.

Michael Rich

Steve Brown
presented our guest
speaker Michael
Rich. Mike is a
tournament fisherman and has been
very
successful
with tournament
fishing.
Mike
discussed his techniques for bass
fishing. He gave a
Raffle Winners, seated Yvonna Pinson, (L) Don Anfew secrets of his to
derson, Bob Tippit, Steve Laboe and Jerry Harris
our members and his
secrets have helped
place him in higher
positions during bass tournaments. Bob Tippit $40.00 gift card; Steve
His program was enjoyable and very Laboe, Catfishing kit.
interesting and we appreciate him
Our next meeting is Monday,
taking his time to bring his wife and
December 8, at the Cherokee Waspend the time with the members.
ter Company Office, NK 20 Lake
We had some good prizes to be Cherokee. This meeting will be our
given away during our monthly raffle Cherokee Fishing Club Members
and the winners and the items won were Christmas dinner. Pete and Carol
Yvonna Pinson, Rod and reel; Marry Staiti will be preparing the meal and
Ann Harris, Food Dehydrator;Bob he said we are going to have three
Tippit, FrogTogs Rain gear; Don An- different main dishes. A “Chef’s
derson, $40.00 Academy Gift Card; Surprise” is what Pete calls it.
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November

Johnny
Cace’s

First Friends Sonja Vaughn, Linda McCarty, Carolyn Matter, Mary Nowak
and Ada Pool are watching for clues.

Mary Ella Sherman and Carolyn
Matter help with one of Magician Wilkes’s card tricks.

First Friends gathered at Johnny Cace’s on Thursday, November 20th, for a
wonderful luncheon, hosted by Betty Heim and Bette Slade. They had the room
decorated appropriately to set the stage for Magician Extraordinaire, Eugene “Doc”
Wilkes. With the help of a bit of “Magic Dust”, Doc put on a show that kept the
First Friends group in absolute awe, as he smoothly and flawlessly performed card
tricks, coin tricks, scarf tricks, and rope tricks! I know that, and he admitted, it was
all slight of hand, smoke and mirrors, but we could not tell it - Doc was that slick!
It was thirty minutes of “ooh’s and ah’s “, laughter, and fun! Thank you Bette and
Betty for putting it all together!
Next month First Friends will meet at the Toon Barn at 11:30am on December
18th. Details will follow by e-mail. If you are not on our e-mail or call lists, just
drop me an e-mail letting me know that you would like to be added to the list at
“susandeeds@gmail.com” or call me at 903-643-9499. I’ll make sure that happens.

First Friends Ada Pool and Debbie Hobson await the show.

Hostess Bette Slade, Magician Doc
Wilkes, and Hostess Betty Heim
November Hostesses
Bette Slade and Betty Heim

Nancy Grounds lends her own Abracadabra
to Magician Wilkes as he magically makes
two red balls transfer from her hand to his!

Jeanne Collins’s face sums up the whole show with one expression - awesome!

Shazam! Doc Wilkes presented this vintage
1980’s Kenner toy magician for the door prize!
Lucky door prize winner, Mary Nowak!

A Fisherman’s
Tale
A few weeks back, I was on beautiful
Lake Cherokee armed with four things: a
desire to produce catfish filets in the raw,
proper cat fishing equipment, sour grain
chum, and stinky catfish dough bait--my
mix, “tutti-frutti”.
The channel catfish needs no explanation but proper cat fishing equipment from
my point of view could stand a little scrutiny and definition. The small “cats” can be
easily handled with light line and tackle but
you never know when the ‘bigger’ fish is
going to take your bait! To boat these larger
fish that have no intention of being your
boat guest, I recommend 20 lb test line. I
use the 110 m 20lb test braid line coupled
with a good strong rod comparable to the
Ugly Stick brand. The chum is soured grain
produced with hen scratch feed mixed with
water, yeast, sugar and allowed to ferment
for a few days before being utilized. My
dough bait is a mixture of Catfish Charlie,
Danny’s Punch Bait, liver dip bait, peanut
butter, almond flavoring, flour, molasses
syrup and an abundance of cotton strands
which together makes for a good sticky substance that stays on a #4-6 treble hook pretty
good while being fished.
On this fishing trip, as usual, I secured
the front end of my boat to a stump and
when the boat was strung out with the wind,
I dropped by rear anchor to keep the boat
from swinging left or right too much! Next
was distributing the chum along the length
of the boat using about one half of a 33 oz
coffee can of chum. Usually fish in the area
will come to feed on the chum within 30+
minutes!
My first bite was a “rip-snorter”. The
fish took the bait going away from the boat
and then took several feet of line as the reel
drag whined! After about four minutes of
“tug-of-war” I thought I had a good chance
of landing the fish! Then as the fish finally
broke the water surface, it once again headed for the lake bottom taking line. This time
when I started the fish up, everything came
to a sudden stop! The fish was no longer
taking line and I was not reeling any line! I
assumed that the fish had wrapped around
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bottom brush and that I would have to kiss
this fish goodbye! After a couple of futile
minutes of jerking and hoping, I cut the line,
rehooked, and baited up.
The day progressed! I landed a couple
of small fish and then “wham” I was hooked
up with another big fish! This time I landed
the rascal., a good 7 pound fish! The very
next bite produced an even larger fish--appx.
8 pounds. Man, I am liking this!! Three big
fish in less than 1 ½ hours--two in the boat!
What fisherman wouldn’t ?
For the next 30 minutes or so, the little
fish moved in and had me jerking at bites
with little success at catching. Finally I
landed a l0 inch fish which I returned to the
lake with instructions to bring his mama
back! Lo and behold the instructions were
good because on the next bite I had either
mama or poppa on the hook! The reel
whined giving up line with the drag warming up. Within three or four minutes with
the fish going left and then right, always
heading for the bottom. I was able to pump
the fish up to the surface, wrapping it inside
of my landing net---another big fish larger
than the two I had in the boat!
After boating the fish, I glanced at my
watch, saw it was high noon, and decided
that it had been a good day--3 large fish, 3
medium size, and 5 fiddlers! Not Bad!!
After reeling up and readying myself
to depart, I went to the boat stern to raise
the rear anchor. I noticed immediately that
the rear anchor seemed heavier than usual!
Just before the anchor cleared water I saw
the extra weight. There was a big catfish
that was attached to the anchor rope! The
first fish that I had and then lost (supposedly in the brush) was wrapped (still on the
hook and cut line) around the anchor rope.
It was almost like the fish, Hazel (named by
my wife Patty after hearing the story) tied
herself to the anchor rope with the cut line
and surrendered! Why the feminine name
Hazel I don‘t have a clue. Looking at a catfish neither of us would know a Robert from
a Roberta. As I lifted the anchor and the
fish into the boat, I thought, how lucky can
a man be!! I love Lake Cherokee and in the
spirit of the approaching holidays-- happy
fishing!

Dave Clark, SO 06

Dreaming of a
Lake Cherokee wedding?
Contact Erin at (903) 643-3933 or erin@lkcherokee.com
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Shoppers’ Corner
FOR SALE: Wii Fit Plus in orginal box and CD. Makes a great
Christmas gift. Contact Ron Lomelino SG-40. (903) 918-8712.
$30.00.
FOR SALE: 18th century dining room set. Dark wood.
Like new. $575.00 (903) 643-2625
ANTIQUES: East Lake
Marble top dresser $900
Hutch $1,200
Armoire $600
(903) 643-2079
SHARE LOT FOR SALE
SN-02, native lot, classified as non-buildable.
$18,500
903.235.0572
FOR SALE This is a Must See!
REDUCED $285,000
SH08 Lake Cherokee
2/2 with bonus room w/ closet
Completely updated
20x30 shop w/overhead door
10x10 storage bldg
1 stall bh w/lift
Deep water w beautiful view
Sprinkler system on large lot
Screen porch, covered patio and small deck
Contact Karla at 903/738-5730

FOR SALE:
ST 112. Cleared. Area for house pad. $60,000.
(903) 235-9072
WILL BUY your unwanted boat, barge, jet ski,
trailer, UTV or ATV and pay you cash.
Call 903-658-2994. If no answer, please leave a
message. Thank you.
FOR SALE: 2.75 acres fronting on 149. Fleetwood triple wide mobile home in great shape.
New composition roof, new AC, new water heater, clean and solid 1900 square feet. 3 bedroom.
2 bath. RV shed, covered parking. Shop building. Barn. Lots of storage. Fenced yard for kids
or pets. No close neighbors.
Commercial or residential uses.
$175,000.00.
lots of room to grow. current survey.
Serious buyers only. Have cash or your own financing. Call 903-658-2817.

The Cherokee

CHATTER

All Shareholders are urged to
contribute articles, event news,
photos, inquiries and information
of interest to residents of Lake
Cherokee for publications in The
Chatter. Advertising rates can be
obtained by calling the Cherokee Water Company at 903-6433933; fax 903-643-2717, or office
e-mail at Chatter@lkcherokee.
com. The Cherokee Chatter is
published by the Cherokee Water Company and is printed by the
printing division of the Longview
News-Journal. The Chatter does
not endorse or accept any liability for any advertisements contained within the publication.

Next Chatter
Deadline

Wednesday,

December 17
Submit photos and articles of
interest to

FOR SALE: 2006 Mazda Miata MX5 convertible. Only 58,400 miles! White with black top and
interior. 5 speed manual transmission. VERY CLEAN! $10,500. Call Steve @ (903) 646-7995

Chatter@lkcherokee.com
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LAWN MASTERS

S&H CONTRACTORS

Heating and Air Conditioning. Sales
and Service. Call 903-643-9690. License #TACLA 021018C

WATSON
REFRIGERATION

Air conditioning & Heating service.
Call 903-758-9840

AFFORDABLE
PLUMBING,
HEATING & AIR

Why waste your money! Senior discounts. All plumbing, heating & air
repairs. (No job too small) Repipe,
slab leak repair, new installations,
drain & rooter service & electronic
leak detection. Free estimates on
plumbing & new installations. Call
Michael Evans @ 903/643-9277
Lic. #M39951.

CHEROKEE BOAT
MAINTENANCE

WINTERIZE!!! Boat and watercraft
maintenance and minor repairs.
Oil changes, batteries and general up-keep. David Wilson NP35
903/235-6458

No place to haul your limbs, leaves,
etc.? Call 903/235-2433 for monthly
service.

AMERICAN MOBILE
DETAILING

Need your car, boat, RV etc. detailed?
Call today for an appointment. We
come to you. 903-235-3914

NEED A HAND?

I CAN HELP! with almost anything.
House sitting, checking mail, Watering
plants (inside and out), pet setting, pet
walking, running errands for elderly or
sick. Moving in? I can unpack for you.
Moving Out? I can clean for you. Call
Selena 903-263-1059 (19-year Lake
Cherokee resident).

REAL TIME PAIN RELIEF

FREE sample of Real Time Pain Relief!
Topical lotion with 14 natural ingredients
including emu oil, msn, and glucosamine
that offers relief in minutes. Call/text/
email- nancynunez@sbcglobal.net. 30
year lake resident- will deliver! Or order
online at www.rtpr.com. Use promo code
21572 for free shipping.

BATES PAINTING

Residential & Commercial
903/931-1283
Blakely Bates Owner/Operator
5410 Curtis Black Rd.
Hallsville, TX 75650

REMODELING:

Kitchens, baths, room additions, gutter screens & cleaning, tree service.
.Free estimates. Any home repair or
improvement. Call Rick Warner @
903/720-7540.

INSIGHT REMODELING

Insight provides home owners with
quality home remodeling services at
affordable prices. We provide a full
range of home improvement services. Utilizing a design/build approach
helps your project run smoothly, and
more efficiently. From design to completion, we can provide you with everything you need to make your home
renovation dreams a reality. Call today for a FREE estimate. Dustin Sullivan- 903/790-2229. Senior and military discounts available.

PAINTING BY MIKE

OLGA AT YOUR SERVICE

House cleaning, short or long term
property management. Lake references available.
903-297-1766
home 903-746-5179 cell.

Custom Painting, Carpentry, Pressure
Washing, General Handyman.
Over 25 years experience.
Call Mike @ 903/987-0592.
(7 year Lake Cherokee resident)

Piano Lessons. Call Mary. (702)
351-3509

Gonzalez
Tree Service

Insured & free estimates.
Call 903/424-8680 or 903/ 424-8840.

December 2014
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Sunday

Monday

1

Tuesday

2

Wednesday

3

Thursday

4

Friday

5

Saturday

6

Bridge Club
Luncheon
@ 11:30 am @
Johnny Cace’s
Cyber Monday

7
Pearl Harbor
Rememberance Day

FULL MOON

8

Fishing Club
Meeting
7 p.m.

9
KF&T 6 pm

Deadline to Submit
Variances and
Applications for
Outbuildings

14

15

21

22

16

23

10
Bridge Club
11:30 am

17

11

18

First Friends @ Noon
CWC Board Mtg
6 p.m.

Chatter Ad
Deadline

Preservation Club

25

First Day of Winter

Christmas Eve
CWC Office closed

NEW MOON

28

29

30

31
New Year’s Eve
CWC Office closed

13

19

20

26

27

Golf Course
Board Meeting
6 p.m.

Bridge Club 11:30 am

24

12

Christmas
CWC Office closed

January 2015

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1

Friday

23

2

Saturday

3

New Year’s Day
CWC Office Closed

4

5

6

Deadline to Submit
Variances and Applications for Outbuildings

FULL MOON

11

Bridge Club
Luncheon
11:30 am

12
Fishing Club
7 pm

7

13
KF&T
6 pm

14
Bridge Club
11:30 am

8

9

10

16

17

22

23

24

29

30

31

Golf Course Board
Meeting
6 pm

15
First Friends @ Noon
CWC Board Meeting
6 pm
Preservation Club

18

19

20

Bridge Club
11:30 am

Martin Luther King
Jr. Day

25

Confederate
Memorial Day

26

21

NEW MOON

27

28
Bridge Club
11:30 am
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#1 Top Listing, Selling & Producing agency on Lake Cherokee (903) 643-2828 • www.LAKECHEROKEE.com

The holidays are a special time for
THANKS, GIVING & SHARING.
SPECIAL GIFTS FROM LAKE CHEROKEE TO US:
Good fishing & holiday fun all year long!
Merry Christmas To All From The Coolidge Crew.
The Coolidge Crew is ready and able to make the transitions of selling or buying a smooth & pleasant experience.
Serving Lake Cherokee since 1984 Call us! We want to work for you!
Alice Berryhill (903) 643-2833
Patty Clark (903) 643-2833
Kristina Coolidge (903) 720-3848

Frances Everett (903) 643-7547
Carolyn James (903) 643-1075

Welcome to Lake Cherokee
September 2014 Transfers - 9
October 2014 Transfers - 13
If you have any questions regarding a property or stock
transfer, please feel free to contact Erin Layman at
903/643-3933 or erin@lkcherokee.com.

Carolyn Matter (903) 643-3969
Kyle McMurrey (903) 918-8064
Paul Oberthier (903) 746-3314

Transfer Comparison
October 1, 2012-September 30, 2013

October 1, 2013-September 30, 2014

October 2012- 4
November 2012- 10
December 2012- 5
January 2013- 4
February 2013- 2
March 2013- 6
April 2013- 6
May 2013- 6
June 2013- 9
July 2013- 15
August 2013- 16
September 2013- 10

October 2013- 4
November 2013- 1
December 2013- 5
January 2014- 7
February 2014- 8
March 2014- 5
April 2014- 7
May 2014- 9
June 2014- 8
July 2014- 15
August 2014- 6
September 2014- 9

Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year!

