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Boater Education Course
This year, the Boater Education Course has been set for
Saturday, June 13th at the Elderville-Lakeport Volunteer
Fire Department, 8875 FM 2011 S.

June 13th

The class will run from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm with a 30 minute break for lunch.
Students may only attend the class if they are at least 12 ½ years old by the date of the class.
Pre-registration is required and will need to be received no later than Friday, June 5th. Please
complete the registration form and mail it, along with $20.00 to:
Cherokee Water Company
NK 20 Lake Cherokee
Pre-registration form on page 10
Longview, TX 75603
(All checks must be made payable to Texas Parks and Wildlife Department.)
If you were born ON or AFTER September 1, 1993, you MUST complete an approved Boater
Education course to operate a PWC, windblown vessel over 14 feet in length or a boat with more
than a 15 horsepower rating unless supervised from someone who is 18 years of age or older,
who can lawfully (born before September 1, 1993 or completed an approved Boater Education
course) operate the watercraft and is on board when the vessel is underway.
For questions, please contact Erin at (903) 643-3933 or erin@lkcherokee.com.
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Dr. John Stafford, NF 41-B, caught and released this 10 lb.
beauty March 29! Looks like the spawn is on!!!

I guess the ice and
snow is gone for the
foreseeable future.
Now it is the spring
rains that continue to
have an impact on the
lake. We are seeing
more and more activity on the lake when
Manager’s Report
with Ned Muse
the days are warm
and storms are not on
the horizon. In a few
more weeks, activity will really pick up and
the Memorial Day Weekend will kick off a
new season on the lake.
Last year we heard from a number
of shareholders that they were disappointed
in the quality of our fireworks display on the
Fourth of July. In order to respond to this
concern, the Board and Lake Management
made the decision to attempt to upgrade the
event by taking a couple of important steps.
We all feel that the Independence Day Celebration is one of the most important and beloved aspects of being part of Lake Cherokee.
It really makes a statement about the Lake
Cherokee community. Secondly, we selected
a new contractor to put on the performance.
It had been a number of years since we took
a look at alternatives and sometimes vendors
take you for granted. The selection of a new
contractor meant that the new contractor did
not have the actual Fourth of July available
on his schedule. The final outcome is that the
fireworks display is scheduled for Friday, July
3rd this year.

The second part of the upgrade
of the fireworks is the inevitable subject of
money. We heard from a number of you that
the display was too short in length, not well
synchronized with the music and did not have
the impact that you desired. In plain terms,
addressing those issues cost more money.
For a number of years the fireworks
have been paid for by a combination of money
appropriated by the CWC Board and contributions from the Lake Cherokee community.
The Board appropriated a substantial increase
in funds to improve the quality and quantity
of the fireworks display. Now, it is time for
the community to step up. To the many of
you that have already made a contribution,
we want to tell you ‘thank you’- it is really
appreciated. If you have not made a contribution, please consider supporting the effort to
improve this important event.
I had a shareholder ask me recently
if we had fired our paving contractor since he
had not seen any activity for several weeks.
Paving is a weather sensitive activity and I
can assure you that no one is as anxious to
get this project back on track as our contractor and lake management. Between the cold
weather, the ice, snow and seemingly endless
rainy days, our contractor has simply not been
able to work. To have done so would have
created a mess and given us a substandard
job. Warmer, drier weather will allow us to
get the paving crews back to work. We need
a couple of weeks with sunshine and no long
soaking rains to allow the ground and pave-
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Minutes of the Board of Directors Meeting
of the Cherokee Water Company
April 16, 2015
The CWC Board Of Directors meets the 3rd Thursday of the month at 6 p.m.

ALL SHAREHOLDERS ARE WELCOME.
A meeting of the Board of Directors for Cherokee Water Company was
held at 6:00 pm on Thursday, April 16, 2015, at NK 20 Lake Cherokee,
Longview Texas 75603 with the following Directors present:
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Tommy Visage, President
Dickens Wilkinson, Treasurer
Mike Pemberton, Secretary
Bill Adler
Wade Johnson
Randall Latch
Steve Lobue

As a reminder, the annual Independence Day fireworks
are scheduled for the night of July 3. The new contractor did not have a crew available for the night of the
4th. The Board decided to upgrade the show this year to
make it even more spectacular and additional contributions towards the show are always appreciated.

Mike Pemberton, Chair of the Property and Rules Committee, reported
that the Committee did meet. They reviewed 3 and 1was approved to
bring before the Board.
A MOTION was made by Mike Pemberton and seconded by Wade
Johnson that the Board approve the recommendations of the committee
to approve the following:
1)

Gary Mapes

Consider the Committee recommendation regarding the
request for a variance from Mike McFarland, NG-61, to
build a 24’ above ground pool and partial deck that will
be closer than 75’ from shoreline.

George Strunk

The motion passed.

Lynda Whalen

Sue Wilson, in absence of Darrell Wolven, Chair of the Building and
Grounds Committee, reported that the Committee did meet this month
and had no action items to bring before the Board.

Sue Wilson		
Also present was Ned Muse.
President Tommy Visage called the meeting to order.
Mike Pemberton, Secretary pronounced a quorum.
A MOTION was made by Gary Mapes and seconded by Sue Wilson
to approve the Minutes of the March 19, 2015 Board of Directors
meetings. The motion passed.
Dickins Wilkinson presented the Treasurer’s Report. The financial
statements for the six months ending March 31, 2015, were reviewed
in detail at the committee meeting on Monday, April 13, 2015. Expenses are trending below budget and revenues are above. Expenses
and income line items had nothing unusual to note.
A MOTION was made by Mike Pemberton and seconded by Steve
Lobue to approve the financial statement and certify the bills paid for
the period ending March 31, 2015. The motion passed.
Ned Muse presented the Manager’s Report
1

The Spring Clean up for April 16, 17 and 18 is in progress. As in the fall, we are continuing the electronic and
appliance recycling on those dates.
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As part of the efforts by the On-Site Wastewater
Committee, we have drafted an inventory form for
shareholders to complete to give us basic information regarding their wastewater treatment systems.
All shareholders will be mailed a printed copy of the
inventory form. There will also be an online version
available through a link on the website.

3

The Texas Water Development Board has been on the
lake taking soundings asart of the initial data gathering
phase of the siltation study. We anticipate that the study
will be finalized late this year.

George Strunk, Chair of the Natural Resource Committee, reported
that the Committee did meet and had no action items to
bring before the Board.
Sue Wilson, Chair of the Policy and Conduct Committee,
reported that the Committee did meet this month and had
no action items to bring before the Board.
Bill Adler, Chair of the Long Range Planning Committee,
presented that the Committee did not meet this month and
had no action items to bring before the Board.
George Strunk, Chair of the Ad hoc On Site Sewage
Committee, reported that the Committee did meet this
month and no action items to bring before the Board.
Being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at
6:10 pm.
ATTEST:
______________________
Mike Pemberton, Secretary

Next Chatter Deadline
Wednesday,

MAY 20

Submit photos
and articles of interest to
Chatter@lkcherokee.com

Memorial Day

The Cherokee Water Company offices will be closed on Monday, May
25th in Observance of Memorial
Day. We will resume normal office
hours on Tuesday, May 26th.
Have a great Memorial Day weekend Lake Cherokee!

Free Golf

NP-49
SM-25
NE-19
SL-08
NK-07

The shareholders of the
lots listed here are the
winners of FREE GOLF
at the Cherokee Country
Golf Association Course
during the month of May.
Any member of the shareholder’s family should
present the shareholder’s
card for one FREE round
of golf, including the
use of a cart, during the
month of May.

YOU ARE INVITED

TO THE NEXT CHEROKEE WATER COMPANY BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

May 21, 2015

Shareholders are welcome and invited to attend
the monthly business meeting of the Board of
Directors. The first part of each meeting will be
devoted to shareholder questions, comments or
concerns. For the shareholders that want to speak,
please complete the speaker card prior to the meeting. The speaker cards are located on a table in the
entryway to the board room. Please complete the
card in its entirety, including contact information.
Each speaker may speak up to four minutes. The
Board and/or Lake Management will try to address any questions or concerns raised; although
research may be required resulting in the response
being provided later when the research is completed. Following the shareholder comment portion of the meeting, the Directors will begin their
business meeting. During the business meeting,
the directors will discuss the company’s business
among themselves, and they will not engage the
audience during those discussions. If a question
or issue comes to a shareholder’s mind during the
business meeting, the Directors and Lake Manager will welcome discussing it after the meeting
is adjourned. The Board will give its respectful
attention to each speaker and, in return, the Board
asks that the audience respect the Directors’ meeting and refrain from questions and comments until
after the meeting.

LAKE CHEROKEE
SECURITY REPORT

March 2015
Facility Check: 2,518
Extra Patrol Facility: 32
Extra Patrol Shareholder: 320
Welfare Check: 3
Open Door: 8
Suspicious Vehicle/Person: 11
Maintenance Needed: 8
Issue Permit: 26
Set Out/Pick up trap: 6
Remove animal from trap/lot: 3
Remove dead animal: 6
Impound domestic animal: 5
Clear roadway of trees/debris: 11
Disturbance: 11
Burglary/Theft: 1
Alarms: 8
Water Rescue/Drowning: 11
Vehicle/Boat accident: 1
Code Violations: 22
Assist Agency: 34

3

Welcome to Lake Cherokee
March 2015 Transfers - 10
If you have any questions regarding a property or
stock transfer, please feel free to contact
Erin Layman at 903/643-3933 or
erin@lkcherokee.com.

WATERCRAFT DECALS

The watercraft decals are orange this
year. All boats operated on Lake Cherokee must be registered in the name of a
leaseholder or leaseholder’s spouse; have
the owner’s lot number affixed on each
side of the watercraft, preferably halfway between the bow and stern and must
be at least 3 inches in height and one
half inches in width contrasting with the
background color of the boat; and have
the current yellow decals affixed on each
side close to the lot number.
Fines for an unauthorized boat or expired
decals start at $100.00.
Replacement decals for watercraft are
$50.00 per set.

VARIANCE REQUESTS

Concealed Handgun
Class for
Shareholders of
Lake Cherokee
Sat., May 30, 2015
@ CWC Office NK 20

Tyson, grandson of Mark and Lesa Eubank, ST 55
ROADRUNNER on the deck at Phil
and Joan Porter’s, ST95, on April 4.
No doubt looking forthe Easter Bunny.

ALL variance requests and
applications for outbuildings
MUST be turned in by 5:00 p.m.
the Monday before the Property
Committee meets.
(10 days before the
Board meeting)
May- May 4, 2015
June- June 8, 2015

Contact Mickie Klotz
@ 903-452-7171

July- July 6, 2015
August- August 10, 2015
September- Sept. 7, 2015
October- October 5, 2015
November- Nov. 9, 2015
December- Dec. 7, 2015
photo submitted by Bob Tippit

The Cherokee

All Shareholders are urged to contribute articles, event
news, photos, inquiries and information of interest to
residents of Lake Cherokee for publications in The Chatter. Advertising rates can be obtained by calling the
Cherokee Water Company at 903-643-3933; fax 903-6432717, or office e-mail at Chatter@lkcherokee.com. The Cherokee Chatter is published by the Cherokee Water Company and is printed by the printing division of the Longview News-Journal. The Chatter does not endorse or accept any liability for any advertisements contained within the publication.

CHATTER
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by Mec Lacewell

April 14, 2015
Let me begin by
thanking our host/hostess
for their homemade
jambalaya (I can spell it
but not sure how to say
it). The group was led
by Wendy and Eddy Gomez, Pat and James Hewitt, Gina
Holland, Gwen Brock and Linda and Richard Cupps who
pitched in to help in the kitchen.
The wonderful meal was spicey but not too hot. The
rest of the crowd brought super salads, vegetables, and
many desserts. There was enough for seconds all the way
around. Thank you for your time and energy invested in
making the dinner a huge success.
Mike Toon took the floor after the meal while a survey
sheet was being passed to all the members that were
present. Concern was raised about how to increase
membership because there are lots of folks at the lake
who would love a meal for only $3.50 with entertainment,
and converstation. It is also a time for make friends and
get away from the couch, stove, and electronic devices. I
know we all get set “in our ways” and think that it’s too
much trouble to venture out in the evening or you may
not want to cook; but there is always Sam’s, Butcher
Shop or other places to pick up items if you cannot cook
that night. Don’t let that stop you from participating. A
participant raised the subject of being more pro-active by
marketing our group so we could become more noticeable
to newcomers or people looking at lake property. And, the
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idea was brought up to design a
web page with information that
would be available to all with a
computer. It sounds easy doesn’t
it? I know that the younger
generation knows how to manage
all social media, create a Power
Point program and design a web
page. Sorry, but I was born in
the Age of Aquarius. Certainly
computers were as huge as a
house and a portable phone was
as big as a toaster. Do we have any volunteers with
computer skills to get us rolling?
Gwen Brock had an interesting multiple choice
questionnaire about Spring and what traditions were
started many years ago. Sammie Austin, Brenda Carlton,
Shirley Davis and Gina Holland were the ones who
missed the fewest questions and were rewarded with
a nice door prize…(I think they must have been the
smartest).
Let me close by welcoming Bob and Shirley Davis, SF 9,
who will be making plans to come again.
Pete and Carol Staiti will be May’s couple in charge with
other volunteers.
Our last, but not
least, dinner will
be on Tuesday,
May 18th
See you next
month.

Bill and Mayre Drennan - SK 35

Mec Lacewell

“

The Lake Cherokee flag flew on the maiden voyage of
the Viking Skirnir over Amsterdam Netherlands.

The Home of your
dreams is with INSIGHT.
Call Today for a FREE estimate.

The McHaneys

Say “Hello” to our latest satisfied
customers, the McHaneys. From
left to right: Boone, Mary Caroline,
John Clark, Matthew, Amy and
Stephen McHaney.

Find Us On

Facebook

Dustin Sullivan
903-790-2229

dustin@insight-remodeling.com

www.insight-remodeling.com
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Watercraft
Operation
Rules
Boating season is officially upon us! Please
be safe this summer while operating your
watercraft. A couple of key things to remember: To purchase fuel at the fuel center,
you must have current CWC watercraft
registration decals attached to your craft.
Also, please remember to slow down when
you are approaching another watercraft in
the boat roads. When meeting an oncoming
watercraft on a boat road, operators must
reduce their watercraft speed to headway
speed (idle speed, no wake speed) from the
point the two watercraft are within fifty feet
of one another, until the two watercrafts’
sterns have passed each other.
The current CWC rules on watercraft operation are listed following:
VI. BOATING
A. TEXAS WATER SAFETY ACT:
1. All shareholders are responsible for abiding by the current provisions of the Texas
Water Safety Act concerning all boats, personal watercraft and other water vessels
operated on Lake Cherokee, except as herein
provided by the CWC.
B. AUTHORIZED WATERCRAFT:
1. Only boats, personal watercraft and
other water vessels registered in the
name of a leaseholder or leaseholder’s
spouse are authorized to be placed on
Lake Cherokee
2. A leaseholder may put a boat, personal
watercraft or other water vessel on Lake
Cherokee for the purpose of trying out
the boat before purchasing same by
securing a permit from the Patrol Officer
which will be valid for four (4) hours.
C. LOT NUMBER ON ALL BOATS,
PERSONAL WATERCRAFT AND OTHER
WATER VESSELS:
1. The owner of all boats operated on
Lake Cherokee is required to affix such
owner’s lot number on which he has a
lease, on each side of the boat, preferably half-way between the bow and

stern. All lot numbers, shall be at least
three (3) inches in height and one-half
(1/2) inches in width. The color of the
numbers shall contrast with the background color of the boat. Each boat must
be required to have a current identification decal on both sides of the boat.
D. OPERATION OF MOTORBOATS OR
PERSONAL WATERCRAFT:
1. To operate a boat powered by a motor
of 15 horsepower or more, wind-blown
vessels over 14 feet, and all personal
watercraft (jet-skis) , a Privilege Card
holder must be born before September
1, 1993 unless the operator is 13 years
of age or older and has passed a boater
education course approved by Texas
Parks and Wildlife; or is accompanied
by a person onboard who is at least18
years of age and can lawfully operate the
watercraft.
2. No shareholder shall permit any unauthorized watercraft to go on the waters of
Lake Cherokee.
3. Violation of any of the rules pertaining
to the operation of personal watercraft in
a manner in which in the opinion of the
Lake Patrolman, disregards the safety
of others will subject that watercraft to
be excluded from operation on Lake
Cherokee, in addition to other penalties
otherwise provided. Excluded watercraft
will have a red tag affixed to the handle
bar with a 30-day minimum of exclusion. Removal of the red tag before
expiration of the exclusion will subject
the shareholder/owner of the watercraft
to a fine of $1,000.
4. Subject to appropriate registration
and use restrictions as provided in these
Rules and Regulations, a Plug-In Craft
(shuttle craft or equivalent) may be used
to pull water skis, surf boards or other
similar devices.
5. The operator of any vessel less than
twenty-six (26) feet in length while
underway, shall require every passenger
under thirteen (13) years of age to wear
U.S. Coast Guard approved personal
flotation device. A life belt or ring buoy
does not satisfy this requirement.
6. The leaseholder owner of motorboat
or personal watercraft shall be responsible to ensure than any operator of their
vessel is a legal operator.
7. One Coast Guard approved personal

flotation device in good and serviceable
condition must be provided for each
person on board.
E. BOATS PROHIBITED ON LAKE
CHEROKEE:
1. All boats greater than twenty-eight
(28) feet in length.
2. All houseboats.
3. All boats with permanent sleeping
facilities.
4. All boats with sanitation pump out
facilities.
5. All amphibious aircraft
6. All airboats or swamp boats
F. PROHIBITED WATERCRAFT EQUIPMENT:
1. No motors with open exhaust will be
allowed to operate on Lake Cherokee.
2. No sirens except by Lake Cherokee
Patrolman and law enforcement personnel on duty.
G. SPEED LIMITS AND BOAT SAFETY:
1. No boat, jet ski, personal watercraft,
or water bike shall be operated at a speed
in excess of forty (40) mph on open or
ski waters during daylight hours and
twenty (20) mph during nighttime hours
(thirty (30) minutes after sunset to thirty
(30) minutes before sunrise); twenty (20)
mph upon named boat roads; ten (10)
mph upon access boat roads and idle
speed upon all other areas of the lake
unless otherwise posted.
2. No watercraft shall be operated in the
waters of Lake Cherokee in a careless
manner so as to endanger others or their
property and shall be operated in compliance with all posted speed limits
3. When meeting an oncoming watercraft on a boat road, operators must
reduce their watercraft speed to headway
speed (idle speed, no wake speed) from
the point the two watercraft are within
fifty feet of one another, until the two
watercrafts’ sterns have passed each
other.
H. WATER SKIING:
1. Water skiing and other similar activity
is restricted to the area marked by buoys

placed by CWC in open water and at
a distance no closer than one hundred
and fifty (150) feet from piers and boat
houses.
2. Any boat pulling water skis or other
similar devices shall have a minimum
of two (2) people in the boat so that the
driver can keep a proper lookout and
the other person can watch the skier.
All skiers are required to wear a U.S.
Coast Guard approved personal flotation
device.
3. It is prohibited for a personal watercraft to pull a person or persons on water
skis, surfboard or similar devices on
Lake Cherokee.
I. PROHIBITED BOATING AND FISHING
AREAS
1. No boat shall be permitted nearer than
one hundred (100) feet of the spillway
crest.
2. No boating is allowed in the SWEPCO canal or in the City of Longview
water intake area.
3. Tying boats to buoys is prohibited.
J. SWIMMING:
1. Only CWC privilege card holders and
their guests are permitted to swim in
Lake Cherokee.
2. Swimming is prohibited from the
spillway to Section NB, from the dam,
the valve tower, in the SWEPCO canal,
the boat roads, the City of Longview water intake area, from the Lake Cherokee
Community Activity Complex piers.
3. Swimming outward from shore, a pier,
Cherokee Club or a boathouse further
than one hundred (100) feet is prohibited.
K. BIKINI ISLAND AND FIRECRACKER
PARK:
1. Overnight camping on Bikini Island or
Firecracker Park is prohibited. Persons
using the park areas must keep the areas
clean.

Martin A. Pessink
Director of Operations,
Cherokee Water Company
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When: Saturday, May 9, 2015 7:00 am - 2:00 pm
Where: The Church at Lake Cherokee
11968 FM 2011 East
Henderson, TX 75652

www.thechurchatlakecherokee.com
Items include:

Clothing, furniture, tools, baby items, appliances,
garden equipment…

All proceeds benefit the Kids Kount Youth and Children’s Ministry
Funds will help offset costs associated with summer camps and mission trips.

LEASE REMINDER

Payment was due April 1st for those shareholders that took advantage
of the split payment option for the 2014-2015 lease renewal. A $100 late
fee was added May 1st to the amount due but unpaid. If not received in
the CWC office by May 31, 2015, another late fee of $100 will be due.

Dreaming of a
Lake Cherokee wedding?
David & Jeanne Collins, NS-19
in Honolulu, Hawaii with the “Hula Girls”

Contact Erin at (903) 643-3933 or erin@lkcherokee.com
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INVASIVE SPECIES HIDE HERE.

TRANSPORTING ZEBRA MUSSELS IS ILLEGAL
Possession or transportation of zebra mussels in Texas is a
Class C misdemeanor for the first offense, punishable by a
fine of up to $500. Repeat offenses can be elevated to a Class
B misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $2,000, jail time
up to 180 days, or both.
In addition, the TPW commission has approved expanding
from 47 counties to statewide, the rule requiring boaters to
drain all water from their vessel, including live wells, bilges,
motors and any other receptacles, before approaching or
leaving a water body. This applies to all types and sizes of
boats used on fresh waters, effective July 1.

GIANT SALVINIA. What is it?

An invasive, free-floating aquatic fern that can
double in size in a few days and form a mat
three feet thick, taking over lakes and other
Water bodies. It is in many lakes already.
Why should I care? It prevents light from
entering the water, stopping growth of tiny
organisms that form the base of the food chain
and choking out all life below. It can damage
ecosystems and make fishing, boating and
other water recreation impossible.
What to do? CLEAN, DRAIN AND DRY.
Remove all plants from your boat and trailer and
discard them in the trash.

ZEBRA MUSSELS. What are they?

Small, freshwater mussels-the larvae are
microscopic and adults are usually less than
1 1/2 inches long. They’re already in Lake
Texoma and are spread from lake to lake by
unsuspecting boaters.
Why should I care? They cling to boat hulls
and plug your motor’s cooling system. They
hinder water recreation, destroy aquatic
ecosystems, ruin beaches, and damage
municipal water supplies and intake structures.
What to do? CLEAN, DRAIN AND DRY.
Remove all debris from the boat and trailer.
Drain all water from the boat, engine and bait
bucket. Then let the boat dry for at least a week
or wash it with high-pressure, hot, soapy water
before boating on another water body.

CLEAN YOUR BOAT.
SAVE YOUR LAKE.
CLEAN, DRAIN AND DRY YOUR
BOAT, TRAILER AND GEAR.
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Full Service Dealership
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Boater Education Course - June 13

cont’d from page 1

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department - Boater Education Pre-registration
Last Name:_________________________
First Name:_________________________
MI:_____
M/F:_____
DOB:____________________
Phone Number:______________________
Mailing Address:_________________________________________________________
City:____________________
State:_____
Zip:______________
County:___________
SS #:_______________________ Email address:_____________________________________
CK #/Cash:_________
This form must be completed in full.
Please send payment ($20.00) and registration form to:
Cherokee Water Company NK-20 Lake Cherokee Longview, TX 75603
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break down the event site. Thanks to Chuck Conrad for the use of the sound equipment. Your efforts
are all greatly appreciated, it is a true community
endeavor.
The excitement of the children made us feel like
kids, too! Thanks to everyone who participated in
some form or fashion. This event gets bigger every
year.
The Rites of Spring, the energetic bursting and renewal of
a new season with all the possibilities that abide within it.
We’re all digging in the garden, pruning, mowing, power
washing, cleaning boats, and totally pumped, we scurry about
like squirrels! Slowing down to talk to our neighbors and
reconnect. What a glorious time to be free!
We celebrated the beginning of the new season with the
annual Easter Egg Hunt. The weather was slightly chilly
and windy, but sunny. Perfect crisp spring day. Everyone
was excited! There were over a 120 children that registered,
and more than twice as many parents and grandparents. We
estimated around four hundred attendees, but it was difficult
to count that enthusiastic, swirling, shifting crowd. It was a
challenge just to corral the kids for a photo! Like herding
cats or kids! We all know that’s not easy.
The little ones were decked out in their Easter finest, complete
with Easter baskets and bunny ears. The giant Easter bunny
was present for photo ops and to entertain us, thank you
Wade. A big thanks to our lovely Easter event planner, Karen
Nimmo. She makes it look so easy, but the planning has been
going on all year. Karen and Don created several new games,
eggs were stuffed and ready, all volunteers were in place.
C’est accompli! Looked simple, didn’t it!? Clayton Evans
prepared the site, mowing and cleaning, bringing in’ tables
and necessary equipment, as always he is indispensable.
The children had their faces painted by Janie Pope and Jan
Pelton, who enjoyed doing it as much as the children did. Sue
Wilson and Tucker Dudley were the tattoo artists for those
children a little too energized to sit for painting. Judy Owens
entertained others with a drawing contest for the Kid’s entry
for the calendar. Thanks To Tressie Grant and her daughter,
Pascia for supervising the dart game, and Karen Nimmo and
Tommy Pelton for batting practice and the Pinata. Thanks
to Steve and Elyse McCoskey and their family and friends
for all their help hiding eggs and other tasks they addressed.
Thanks to our photographers, Kim Murray and Donna Reader.
Thanks to Clayton Evans, Debbie McDaniel, Larry Gideon,
Bart and Judy Owens, Darrell and Jane Wolven, Tommy and
Jan Pelton, The McCloskey clan for helping to set up and

We set our sights on the upcoming Wet and Wild
on June 6th. YeHaw!!!! This event is growing
quickly, we plan and make projections, and then
are surprised that we underestimated the turnout!
Registration begins on Firecracker Park at 1pm,
boat houses close at 4:30, prizes announced on
Firecracker Park beginning at 5pm. Bart Owens is
our captain steering us through the event. Darrell
Wolven is his first mate, together they navigate
the waters for smooth sailing, the voyage in good
hands. Last year we had 330 contestants, the rally
gets bigger every year. If you would like to participate, please contact Bart Owens or Jane Wolven.
The Boathouses are a blast, and the sponsors get
more creative every year. Such generosity and joi
de vivre, be sure to let them know how much fun
you’re having. We accept donations for this event,
the money goes to projects around the lake such
as the navigation lights along the boat rows, the
Easter Egg Hunt, and the Family Fun Fest. There
will be prizes for our winners and a raffle for all the
contestants. The boathouses will be open from 1:00
to 5:00pm, winners announced at Firecracker Park
at the end of the rally. Get your motors running!

Leisurely cruise Lake
Cherokee to specific
to win points for great
SATURDAY,
June boathouses
6th, 1pm-6pm
prizes,
and
havePM
fun and
REGISTRATION
AT
1:00
@ fellowship!
FIRECRACKER PARK

4:30pm
SBOATHOUSES
ATURDAY, JUNE WILL
6TH, CLOSE
1:00 PMAT
-6:00
PM
REGISTRATION AT FIRECRACKER PARK
Leisurely cruise Lake Cherokee to specific boathouses to
B
OATHOUSES
WILLhave
CLOSE
4:30
PM
win great
prizes, and
funAT
and
fellowship!!




Entry fee: $10.00 (18 years and older) and $5.00 (17 years and younger)

Open to allCommittee:
Lake Cherokee privilege
card holders and guests
all types of watercraft
Event
903-643-8003
or and
903-918-4601
 Prizes for high score and low scoring participant. 2 bonus point draws available at each boat•
Entry
$15
yrs and
older,
12of yrs
and younger
housefee:
for $1.00
each.13
Donations
will benefit
future $5
projects
the Preservation
Club
• Raffle
Open
all Lake
card
holders
and guests
and
ticketsto
available
for greatCherokee
prizes so bring cash.
Remember,
Lake Cherokee
is a great cause!
 watercraft
Begin and end at Firecracker Park (sign-in pavilion)
all types of
visit any boathouse in any order. Boathouses will close at 4:30 pm and all participants must
• May
Prizes
for high score
and low scoring participant. 2
return to Firecracker Park by 5:00 pm
bonus draws
available
at any
each
boathouse
 Must
be present to win
door prize
or raffle prize.for $1 each,
donations
Be courteous to
and practice
safe boating.
prizes for speed!
slowPreservation
and have fun!
benefit
futureNoprojects
of Go
the
 Only non-cash prizes will be awarded. Entry fees are not tax deductible
Club.
Event committee:
(903)for
643-8003
or (903)
918-4601
•
Raffle Tickets
available
great
prizes
so bring cash.
Remember Lake Cherokee is a great cause!
•
Begin and end at the Firecracker Park sign-in pavilion.
•
May visit any boathouse in any order. Boathouses will
close at 4:30pm and all participants must return to the
Firecracker Park sign-in desk by 5pm.
•
Must be present to win any door prize or raffle prize.
•
Be courteous and practice safe boating. No prizes for
speed! Go Slow and have fun!
•
Only non-cash prizes will be awarded. Entry fees are
not tax deductable.

Don’t forget artwork for entries in the Kid’s Art
Contest and Photos for the Lake Cherokee calendar.
We will be accepting entries until August 31st.
Please send your entries to Judy Owens at judyo0622@aol.
com. Or mail them to the address on the announcement in the
Chatter. Keep your cameras ready!

of members that truly enjoy recreation on the lake. We sponsor so many events to keep our lake community united and
entertained. If you would like to know more or join us in the
fun, contact Jane Wolven at d.wolven@sbcglobal.net

A thing of beauty is a joy forever:
The Fishing Club will be sponsoring the Wounded Warriors
It’s loveliness increases;
Day at Lake Cherokee, and we will be assisting them in this
It will never
generous endeavor. The date has been selected and is June
13, with a rain out date of June 20. We will need volunteers to Pass into nothingness.
-John Keats
take some of these veterans out on the lake to have some fun
as well as to go fishing etc. If you are willing to participate,
please notify Jane Wolven. We will keep you up to date on
Happy Boating to All,
the particulars of this event.
Jan Pelton, Secretary
The Preservation Club is a very active organization comprised

GIVE US YOUR BEST SHOT!
Since 2009, the magnificence of Lake Cherokee has been celebrated in the Lake
Cherokee Preservation Club calendar. The images from our talented photographers have reflected the unique natural beauty of our lake as well as fun and fellowship of its shareholders.
It’s not too early to be thinking of photos you have taken to be submitted for the
2016 Preservation Club calendar. We are looking for: Lake/Landscape, Nature, Kids
& adults enjoying the lake, etc.
All photos must be shot in landscape, horizontal format. Photograph submission
should be a high-resolution digital file in JPEG or TIFF format with at least 300 dpi
or higher. IPhone shots do not reproduce well.
Photos can be emailed to Judy Owens @ judyo0622@aol.com. Please include your
photo title, name, address and phone number. Be Snap Happy!

2016 Lake Cherokee
Preservation Club Calendar
Kids Art Contest

Calling all kids ages 2-18! Jump into the Kids Art Contest and be our lucky winner! We’re preparing for the much anticipated and celebrated 2016 Lake Cherokee
Preservation Club Calendar. You could be part of it, with everyone around the lake
admiring your artistic expression. Your original creation should illustrate the theme
“What Lake Cherokee Means to Me”. The winning entry will be highlighted in the
2016 calendar.
Please include your name, address, phone number, age and title of your drawing. Entrants must be related to a Lake Cherokee shareholder. Drawings need to be at least
8 ½” x 11” and in a horizontal format.
Art entries can be turned in now until July 31, 2015. Please submit to:
Judy
Owens, SN 30 Lake Cherokee, Henderson, TX 75652
judyo0622@aol.com
903-445-0047
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NATIONAL SAFE BOATING WEEK
May 16-May 22, 2015

General Boating
Safety Tips

1. No matter what activity you have planned
– boating, fishing, paddling and more –
always remember to wear a life jacket every
time you are on the water. Accidents on the
water can happen much too fast to reach and
put on a stowed life jacket.

2. Make sure your life jacket is U.S. Coast Guard approved,
appropriate for your water activity, and that it fits properly.
A life jacket that is too large or too small can cause different
situational problems. All persons should always wear a life
jacket.
3. Know your state’s boating laws before you get out on the
water. Rules and laws can differ from state to state and violations can result in ticketing, fines or jail time.
4. Take a boating safety course. Learn valuable tips that can
help save your life in unexpected situations by taking a NASBLA (National Association of Boating Law Administrators)
approved boating safety course.
5. Make sure your boat is as prepared as you are. There are
many items that need to be checked and re-checked on any
boat. Schedule a Vessel Safety Check with your local U.S.
Coast Guard Auxiliary or U.S. Power Squadrons before you
hit the water.
6. Boat capacity. Be sure to know your boat’s capacity. If you
have more on your boat than it was designed to handle, the
boat may become unstable and capsize.
7. Check the weather. Know the latest marine weather forecast prior to going out, and keep a regular check for changing
conditions.
8. Dress properly. Always dress for the weather, wearing layers if cooler weather, and bring an extra set of clothes in case
you get wet.
9. Always file a float plan. File a float plan with someone you
trust that includes details about the trip, boat, persons, towing
or trailer vehicle, communication equipment, and emergency
contacts. Find out more at floatplancentral.org.
10. Always follow navigation rules. Know the ‘Rules of the
Road’ such as operator’s responsibility, maintaining a proper
lookout, safe speed, crossing, meeting head-on and overtaking situations. Find out more at boatoncourse.com.
11. Don’t drink while you boat. Alcohol use is the leading
contributing factor in fatal boating accidents; it was listed as
the leading factor in 16 percent of deaths in 2013. Find out
more at operationdrywater.org.
12. Beware of carbon monoxide poisoning. Gasoline-powered engines on boats, including onboard generators, produce
carbon monoxide (CO), a colorless and odorless gas that can
poison or kill someone who breathes too much of it. Be sure
to install and maintain a working CO detector, never block

exhaust outlets, and always dock, beach or anchor at least 20
feet away from the nearest boat that is running a generator or
engine.
13. Keep in touch. Communication devices can be the most
important piece of emergency equipment on board a vessel, especially in case of emergency. Cell phones, satellite
phones, emergency position indicating radio beacons, VHF
radios and personal locator beacons can all contribute in an
emergency situation.

Recreational
Boating Safety Facts
All figures are from the U.S. Coast Guard’s 2013 Recreational Boating Safety Statistics, the latest official record of
reported recreational boating accidents.

National Recreational
Boating Statistics
• Fatalities: 560
• Drownings: 398
• Injuries (requiring medical treatment beyond first aid): 2,620
• Boating Accidents: 4,062
• Property Damage: $39,175,826
• Number of registered recreational boats in the U.S.:
12,013,496

Top-Ranking States
for Boating Deaths
RANK

• Drowning was reported as the cause of death in threefourths of all fatalities.

1

STATE TOTAL DEATHS
Florida

58

2

California

37

• Approximately 84 percent of those who drowned were not
wearing life jackets.

3

Texas

31

4

South Carolina 27

• In 2013, the Coast Guard counted 4,062 accidents that
involved 560 deaths, 2,620 injuries and approximately $39
million dollars of damage to property as a result of recreational boating accidents.

5

Michigan

21

6

Tennessee

20

7

New York

18

• The fatality rate was 4.7 deaths per 100,000 registered recreational vessels. This is a 13% decrease from 2012 fatality
rate of 5.4 deaths per 100,000 registered recreational vessels.

9

Georgia/Missouri/N. Carolina (tie) 16

10

Arkansas/Louisiana 15

• About 13 percent of deaths occurred on boats where the
operator had received boating safety instruction.
• Operator inattention, improper lookout, operator inexperience, excessive speed and machinery failure rank as the top 5
primary contributing factors in accidents.
• Alcohol use ranks as a contributing factor in 16% of the
deaths.
• Twenty-two children under age thirteen lost their lives
while boating in 2013. Eight children, or approximately 36%
of the children who died in 2013 died from drowning. (Five
children or 62.5 percent of those who drowned were not
wearing a life jacket as required by state and federal law.)
• The most common types of vessels involved in reported
accidents were open motorboats (46%), personal watercraft
(18%) and cabin motorboats (17%).

8

Pennsylvania/Washington (tie)

17

Top-Ranking States
for Reported Boating
Accidents
RANK
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

STATE
TOTAL ACCIDENTS
Florida
685
California
426
New York
180
Texas 		
146
North Carolina
139
New Jersey
123
Tennessee
119
Missouri 		
111
Maryland
110
Ohio 		
108

LARCS

LadiesBridge
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by Donna Knox

Rabbits and colorful Easter eggs greeted members of the LARC
Bridge Club when they arrived at the home of James and Mary
Novak in Honeysuckle Farms for their April luncheon. Well known
for their hospitality and culinary skills, the Novak’s presented an
array of grilled meats, brisket, ribs and sausage links, along with
numerous salads and vegetables. Also winning compliments
James and Mary Novak
were specialty dishes including a broccoli crunch salad brought
by Frances Beavers, a Latin flavored pasta make by Jeanne Collins and brownies by Wanda
Wallace. Desserts included a Mexican wedding cake made by Keryl Kalb, a gelatin dish from
Debbie Hobson and other delicious offerings. Guests at the luncheon were Betty Langston, Jean
Bradley and Don Ehl. High scores at the bridge tables included those of Carol Ehl, Frances Beavers and Donna Knox, who also won high score and the traveling prize. The club is open to all
Lake Cherokee shareholders and their friends. It meets each Wednesday at the Cherokee Water
Company at Noon except the first Wednesday of the month. On that day, a luncheon is held at
11:00 am. For further information, please contact the co-chairs, Debbie Hobson (903) 643-9077
or Keryl Kalb (903) 553-9699.

Weddings • Reunions • Parties • Milestone Events

Hayley Hall Photography

1997 FM 2011 Rd.
903-720-7347
Longview, TX 75603
903-918-6034
www.MissMarysPlace.com

Cell: (903) 736-4837
Business: (903) 757-2111
Fax: (903) 757-3031
Email: breagan@mediator.com
www.suzannecook.com
1127 Judson Road, Suite 146
Longview, Texas 75601

Put my lifelong association
with Lake Cherokee and my
45 years as a licensed
Texas attorney with
substantial real estate,
probate and business
transactions experience to
work for you.

401 N. Martin • Kilgore • 984-2525
Toll Free 1-800-283-0332

Kilgore Family Owned & Operated Since 1938
For Area Obituary Notices: www.raderfuneralhome.com

EASON IRRIGATION
B.K. (Kim) Eason

Cory Eason
903-238-7926
Casey Eason
903-235-9072

Lic # 16660
Prev. #3181

903-431-3900

Specializing in pumps & sprinkler repairs,
updates & installations
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by Celia Taylor

There isn’t much to report again this
issue except rain & more rain. With all
the rain it is difficult to play when there
is a pretty day in between because of all
the rain standing in fairways.
Both tournaments scheduled so far
have been postponed due to rain. The March
21st – 3 Club Tournament and the April 18th –
Shamble Tournament. The Club might have
to have 2 tournaments a month to catch up
– they will be announced in the calendars and
posted at the club house. The next scheduled
tournament is the String Tournament which
is May 16th. This is a 4 Person Team and will
begin at 9:00 am. This is a real fun tournament! The Firecracker Tournament will be
June 27th – this is a 4 Person Blind Scramble
tournament. DON’T forget the Annual Club
Fund Raiser Tournament July 25th – 2 person
Scramble. All proceeds go to improvements
for the course. All Donations of any kind for
raffles and drawings are greatly appreciated
and can be turned into any director or at the
club house.

Cherokee Benefit 2013
The ladies group meets every Tuesday and are
always looking for new members – they play
golf when the weather is pretty or play cards
if raining and usually go out to eat afterwards.
Every Saturday (weather permitting
and no tournaments scheduled) is a scramble
–EVERYONE is invited to play and it is a lot
of fun. This is a fun group.
Gerald Cochran is now working in
the Pro Shop and is a great asset to the club
and being familiar with the course he can
advise the new grounds crew if needed.
If you should have any stories
please let us know and we will put in the
chatter for you. Let’s hope May brings better
weather so everyone can get on the course and
play golf!
Hit the long and straight!

LAWN MASTERS

“You grow it, we’ll mow it!”
New fences
Repairs
Leaf Cleaning

Mowing
Edging
Trimming

903-235-2433

Free estimates on all fence and lawn work!
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APRIL

First Friends met at Roseville Bed and Breakfast
for lunch on April 16th. We had a beautiful
sunny day- a rarity this month- to enjoy the drive down Hwy
80, between Hallsville and Marshall. Proprietors Melvin and
Virginia McConnell not only had our delicious, freshly prepared
luncheon ready, but they had a grand table set in our own private
dining room! If you ever yearn for dinner in a genteel yet relaxed
atmosphere, wonderfully fresh food, and caring service - this is
the place! The grounds that surround Roseville B&B are lovely;
all in all, our trip was well worth it. We had a great visit and
caught up with one another, as well as news of those who were
unable to join us. First Friends is all about getting to know one
another better while enjoying a great lunch in a fun environment!
Next month we’ll meet on May 21st at 11:30am for a “Take and
Share” Salad Luncheon at Judi Morgan’s home. I’ll send out an
e-mail with more details. If you are not on our e-mail list, but
would like to be, just contact Susan Deeds at “susan.deeds@
gmail.com” or call me at 903-643-9499. We would love to have
you join us!

First Friends Jeanne Collins,
Carolyn Matter,
Debbie Hobson, Pat Hewitt,
Carol Ehl and Betty Heim

dly
n
e
i
:
a fr inder
rem

At top left Carol Ehl, Pat Hewitt, Debbie Hobson,
Betty Heim, Doris Cummings, Marilyn Moulds,
Jeanne Collins, Susan Deeds; seated Lynda
Suter, Peggy Kernohan, and Carolyn Matter

Hat Contest Winners
Pat Hewitt (prettiest hat)
and Debbie Hobson (most original hat)

April Birthday Girl
Donna Knox!

First Friends Peggy Kernohan, Donna
Knox, Lynda Suter, and Jeanne Collins

Sunday, May 10
Mother’s Day 2015

Tatum Floral
(903) 947-2216
Serving Tatum, Beckville
and Lake Cherokee

* * Flowers for all occasions * *
170 E. Johnson/Hwy. 43
Tatum, TX 75691
Michael Walker – Owner
Jan Daniels – Manager/Designer

NEED DIRT?
CALL
903-576-0113

16

Cherokee
Fishing
Club News

Raffle Winners,
Charley Haynes
(L), Mike Weed,
Bob Tippit, Bill
Drennan

By Bo Besharse

Our meetings have been moved to the downstairs
meeting room at the water company office. There are some
distinct advantages of being moved to downstairs. The numbers of people attending our meetings have continued to grow
and the upstairs area had become too crowded and confining. At every meeting, we have food and refreshments and
the downstairs area gives us more serving area for the food..
The main disadvantage that came to mind was getting our
members that have disabilities or mobility issues, to the meeting area. However, the lake manager, Ned Muse, advised that
the CWC will make every effort to accommodate anyone that
needs any assistance. Personally, I will like having the meetings in the downstairs meeting room and the space it provides
for our group.
We welcomed two new members to the fishing club
at the April meeting and they are Joe Johnson and Seth Butler.
We also had Richard Cupps renew his membership. During
the writing of this article, we received a Mike Toon’s membership form and our membership stands at 142. We had seating
for about seventy people, when we set up for the meeting and
had very few empty chairs during the meeting. With 51 members signing in, it is apparent that not everyone in attendance
signed in and we were glad to see such a large crowd. Last
meeting, I advised everyone that ID cards were being made up
for each member and all 142 names were turned in to Steve
Brown today. Hopefully, we will have the membership ID
cards available at the next meeting. If you plan to join the
fishing club, please get your membership form in so we can
make your ID card, during the first printing.
This was the second meeting in a row that we were
able to have BBQ and Potato Salad, along with a host of other
great things our cookie people brought to the meeting. Our
“Cookie People” for this meeting were Karen Loper, Brenda
Wyche, James Hewitt, John T. Smith, Bob Tippit, Bonnie
Haynes, Linda Steele, Mayre Drennan, and Genia Holland.
One of our members asked if we would consider having more
“sit down” meals about three times through the year and we
will discuss that request at the May meeting. With the ease
of cooking meats on the Orion Smoker, I believe we could
have several meals during the year. Please let me know your
thoughts.

New Members Joe Johnson (L) and Seth Butler

Guest Speaker Chuck Pinson

The CFC Annual Spring Tournament
was held on Saturday, April 11 and
Raffle winners,
thirty-six teams were entered into the
Lee Scott (L),
tournament. We also had quite a few
Yvonna Pinson,
businesses and individuals provide
Mark Eubanks,
items for door prizes to be given
Linda Steele, Tim
away. The entire list of donors will be
Anderson, and
listed in the next article and it is hoped
Larry
Huffman
that you support them the way they
supported the shareholders of Lake
Cherokee. Every fisherman entered
into the tournament and present at the
weigh-in, received some type of door
prize. Brenda Wyche and Genia Holland worked awfully hard
to get donations for our tournament and they did an outstanding job. The ladies tried to make sure that the door prize was
close to $25.00. We did have quite a few door prizes left over
and will be using those items away in our monthly raffles. We
appreciate all the hard work our members did to provide food,
gathering door prizes, weighing the fish and all the other work
that went into making the Annual Spring Tournament a great
success.
Nine places were paid for their heavy stringers and
the top five heavy stringers were; Team Pinson first place
with 19.95 pounds, totaling five bass, Second place was Team
Steele, with 19.41 pounds, Third Place was Team Dotson,
18.48 pounds, Team Freeman, 17.13 pounds, Team Elliott,
17.10 pounds, and Team Ford with 16.75 pounds. The Winner
of the big bass was Regan Wyche, 6.58 pounds and the second
largest bass along with the ladies big bass prize was won by
Morgan Elliott. This year we had about four ladies fishing in
the tournament, which was great to see. For the first time in
recent history, we had about 7 youth fishermen fishing in the
competition too. While on the subject of youth involvement,
the winner of youth big bass was Austin Daughtry with a 4.45
pound winner. Roy Blalock, another youth fisherman brought
in a 4.02 pound bass.
Fishing on Lake Cherokee was a portion of Chuck
Pinson’s program for the members. Chuck is the son of
Charles and Yvonna Pinson and he grew up fishing on Lake
Cherokee. Chuck’s main job is selling vehicles at Lively
Cadillac but a second source for work is tournament fishing.
“Eat, Sleep & Fish” is a slogan for Skeeter boats but it his
philosophy for life too. Chuck fishes tournaments throughout
East Texas and has been very successful in “being in the pay’
with his fishing. He has won recognition as “Angler of the
Year” several times and has won trucks, boats and cash during
his tournament fishing. He also discussed his favorite rigs
to fish on any lake he fishes and gave the group a good look
at his rigs. Chuck also discussed the types of line, the line
strength, and why he uses each type of line and rigs. We appreciate Chuck devoting his time to come and discuss fishing.

The monthly raffle is the last item on the clubs agenda and we had several items in the raffle. The raffle winners
and their prizes; Bill Drennan, Party Bucker; Larry Huffman,
Shop-Vac; Charley Haynes, $45.00 Academy Gift Card; Mark
Eubank, Life Vest; Chuck Pinson, Life Vest; Lee Scott, Live
Vest; Yvonna Pinson, Skeeter Shirt; Tim Anderson, shirt; Mike
weed, Tire Repair Kit; Dave Clark, Shirt; Bob Tippit, Life
vest; Linda Steele, Shirt and Life Vest; Don Pinkerton, $45.00
Academy Gift Card.
Our next meeting is Monday, May 11 at 7:00 P.M.
@ the Cherokee Water Company office, located at NK 20, in
the downstairs meeting room. Todd Long, Texas Parks and
Wildlife Game Warden will be our guest. This will be Todd’s
second visit to the fishing club. If you are a club member and
need the GPS information, please call or text to 903-738-3090
and I can get you the information. Memberships are $20.00
per adult and $10.00 for youth and we would love to have you
join the Cherokee Fishing Club. Membership forms can be
downloaded from the fishing club’s website at www.cherokeefishingclub.com.
Fisheries Improvement Program was covered by
Joe Travis. Joe advised that the Catfish and Bream have been
ordered and they should be in our hatchery ponds by the last
week in April. We are still researching information about the
F1 Tiger Bass and awaiting the bid information from Matt
Ward. While waiting on the bid price from Matt Ward, we
are also getting prices on the cost of pure strain Florida Bass
and will meet with lake management and Mr. Ward, once the
information is gathered.
June 13 we are planning on having some Wounded
Warriors join us for a day on the lake and if you have not
volunteered to help, we still need people to help with the
event. Contact Jane Wolven or Bo Besharse to get on the list.
Contact the CWC office and they can give you the contact
numbers for Jane, Tommy Pelton, Genia Holland or me.

Next Meeting
May 11
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Ronny Summerlin

Client Manager

127 South Spur 63
Longview, TX 75601

ronny@pattersonnissandealercrm.com

Phone: (903) 248-1044
Cell: (903) 407-1651
Fax: (903) 248-1043

www.pattersontruckstop.com

Lake Cherokee Annual Boat Parade
Sponsored by:

Help!
The Lake Cherokee Fireworks Display has become a cherished annual
family event for the CWC shareholders and guests. Please consider
helping to fund this event by sending a check made payable to:

CWC
NK 20 Lake Cherokee
Longview, TX 75603
The Lake Cherokee Annual Boat Parade will be held
on Friday, July 3rd at 10:00 am. So be thinking
about what you want your boat or barge decoration
theme to be.
No registration is required. All you have to do is
show up in the area east of the island at 10:00 am
and join the procession in front of the judges’ stand
at the CWC office pier.
You can follow the traditional Patriotic Theme or let
your imagination carry you into the Open Theme
category.

Or you can donate with a credit card by calling in the number and
amount to the office at (903) 643-3933.
All firework donations of any amount are greatly appreciated!

Friday, July 3rd at dark (no rain out date)

TUCKER CONSTRUCTION
New homes, remodeling,
decks, boathouses & roofing
tuckconstruction@aol.com
(903) 646-2879
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Shoppers’ Corner
FOR SALE: 2005 Tracker fishing barge. $9,995.00. 21.07’
long. 2005 Mercury 60 hp 4 stroke motor. Stainless steel
prop. 2005 brakes dual/axle trailer. Green canopy. Private
changing room. Swivel seats and plenty of other seating
beside the chairs. 2 live wells. Am/fm radio. CD. VERY
FEW HOURS used on boat. BBQ grill. Table. New battery. Boat recently checked- tip top shape. Please call if you
have any questions or are a serious buyer. (903) 643-7454
Wanted!!!!! Used refrigerator doesn’t have to look good
just work good. 18 cubic feet or bigger. No side by side. Call
Pete at (903) 643-8384
FOR SALE: 2000 21 ft. Suntracker Party Barge, 2 hours
since new motor top, motor converted to premix fuel/
oil, seats and top in great condition, includes full cover,
$6,495.00. Can be seen at NG-02, call Pat Cannon (214)
649-2286.

FOR SALE: 3 bedroom 2 bath Fleetwood mobile home anchored in concrete. 2 car carport with slab. Approximately
1800 square feet heated and cooled. New central AC unit
and furnace. New composition roof. New hot water heater.
Covered patio and porches. Energy efficient windows. All
electric. All appliances stay. Clean and well kept. Easy to
heat and cool. Fenced yard. Lot size about ½ acre. Pole
barn for additional parking or recreational vehicles. Near
Lake Cherokee. $ 97,500. Will not rent, lease, or owner
finance. For sale by owner. Call 903-658-2817.
WILL BUY your unwanted boat, trailer, watercraft, RV,
ATV or golf cart and pay you cash. Call 903-658-2994.
Please leave a message if no answer; thank you.

Got Skunked?
Skunked Dog
Recipe
to deodorize
skunk smell

•
•

1/2 cup baking
Soda
1 quart Hydrogen Peroxide
2 Tablespoons
of liquid soap,
(Ivory, or Dawn )

Mix ingredients
thoroughly. Scrub
Dog vigorously .
Rinse (could also add
about a cup of vinegar
to rinse water )

LAKE LIVIN’ Pilar McLemore after the rain. NJ-8

MANAGER’S REPORT
cont’d from pg 1

•

Thomas Kitchin & Victoria Hurst—First Light/Getty Images; Britannica.com

Hours

Ethanol-Free

May-September
Tuesday-Friday 2:00-6:00
Saturday 8:00-6:00
Sunday 12:00-6:00
November-February
Closed

ment to dry out and warm up before we can
make substantial progress.
We sent all shareholders an On-Site Sewer
Inventory in the mail. If you have not already
done so, please take a few minutes to complete it and return it to us. In addition to the
print version of this inventory, you may go
online to our website (www.cherokeewatercompany.com) and complete the survey. Just
follow the link on the homepage. The inventory only has a few questions and should
only take a couple of minutes to complete.
If you do not know some of the information
requested, let us know in your response and
we will help you get it. The information is
important to update our information on existing on-site sewer systems around the lake.

Fuel Center

Lake Cherokee Lawn Service LLC
Chris Tucker

March-April & October
Tuesday 1:00-5:00
Saturday 1:00-5:00

Oil
$3.25
Sea Foam $11.00

NG 35 Lake Cherokee
(903) 235-6490
lakecherokeelawn@gmail.com

Credit Card ONLY
Gift Certificates
available at NK 20
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AIR, HEAT &
PLUMBING
SERVICES
S&H
CONTRACTORS

Heating and Air Conditioning.
Sales and Service. Call 903643-9690. License #TACLA
021018C

WATSON
REFRIGERATION

Air conditioning & Heating service. Call 903-758-9840

AFFORDABLE
PLUMBING
Why waste your money?
SENIOR DISCOUNTS.
All plumbing, new construction, remodel & repairs (no job
too small.) Repipe, slab leak
repair, water heaters, drain &
rooter service, electronic leak
detection. FREE ESTIMATES.
(903) 643-9277 Michael Evans
Lic. #M39951

BOAT /
WATERCRAFT
MAINTENANCE
CHEROKEE BOAT
MAINTENANCE

SUMMERIZE!!! Boat and watercraft maintenance and minor
repairs. Oil changes, batteries
and general up-keep. David
Wilson NP35 903/235-6458

Longview
Cycle & Ski

SEA-DOO SUMMERIZING
Have a certified Sea-Doo technician come and summerize
your machine. $50 per ski pickup available for in shop repairs.
Call Longview Cycle & Ski @
(903) 236-8865.

CLEANING
DECKS CLEAN &
TREATED

with product of your choice.
Transparent,
semitransparent or solid body. Call Mike at
(903) 987-0592.

OLGA AT YOUR
SERVICE

House cleaning, short or long
term property management.
Lake references available.
903-297-1766 home
903-746-5179 cell.

LIMB PICK-UP
LAWN MASTERS

No place to haul your limbs,
leaves, etc.?
Call 903/235-2433 for monthly
service.

MISC
NEED A HAND?

I CAN HELP! with almost anything. House sitting, checking
mail, Watering plants (inside
and out), pet setting, pet walking, running errands for elderly
or sick. Moving in? I can unpack for you. Moving Out? I can
clean for you.
Call Selena 903-263-1059

REMODELING
REMODELING:

Kitchens, baths, room additions, gutter screens & cleaning, tree service. .Free estimates. Any home repair or
improvement. Call Rick Warner
@ 903/720-7540.

(19-yr Lake Cherokee resident).

PAINTING
BATES PAINTING

Residential & Commercial
903/931-1283
Blakely Bates Owner/Operator
5410 Curtis Black Rd.
Hallsville, TX 75650

PAINTING BY
MIKE

Custom painting, carpentry,
pressure washing and general
handyman. Over 25 years experience. 10 year Lake Cherokee resident. Call Mike at (903)
987-0592.

POWER
WASHING
& DETAILING
AMERICAN
MOBILE
DETAILING

Need your car, boat, RV etc.
detailed? Call today for an appointment. We come to you.
903-235-3914

INSIGHT
REMODELING

Insight provides home owners
with quality home remodeling
services at affordable prices.
We provide a full range of home
improvement services. Utilizing
a design/build approach helps
your project run smoothly, and
more efficiently. From design
to completion, we can provide
you with everything you need
to make your home renovation
dreams a reality. Call today for
a FREE estimate. Dustin Sullivan- 903/790-2229.

TREE SERVICES
Gonzalez
Tree Service

Insured & free estimates.
Call 903/ 424-8840
or (903) 424-8267.
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A Dream Come True
This is a story my cousin Jeanette Comer wrote for her English class at Longview High School
dated April 4, 1949. She graduated that same year.
Jeanette was the daughter of R. L. and Juanita Comer original shareholders of Lot SC-1. My
father and mother B. R. and Doris Comer were original shareholders of Lot SL-7.
Jeanette’s sister, Kathy Comer, thought it might be a human interest story for the Cherokee
Chatter.
-submitted by Betty Heim, NE10
“Price Thomas stood on the edge of
the water at Lake Cherokee and looked over
the concrete dam which stretched before him.
Soon the water would begin rushing over this
new dam. The people standing there knew
him. Price was well-known in this part of the
country. Many of them knew he had had much
to do with building the dam, but few of them
knew that he had been the unknown factor
behind the whole lake.
Of course the actual building of the
lake did not begin until about three years ago,
but the idea had been framing in Price’s mind
twenty years before. He had been born and
lived in the territory around Chalk Hill. He
was just a country boy, but he had big ideas.
As he walked through the bottom land of
Cherokee Bayou, he saw it as it was, a large
swamp during the rainy season and a damp
jungle during the summer. When he pictured
it as he hoped it would someday be, a large
lake filled with jumping catfish; a place that
would be a sportsman’s paradise. That was
the only thing that this or the land was good
for, in his opinion. It was no good for farming
or cattle raising; therefore a lake seemed to
be the perfect solution.
The idea kept forming in his mind.
By the time he was ready to go to college, he
had plans for the lake firmly set in his mind.

Friday April 3 9:45 a.m.
Ben Preston IV
Catfish 16.34 pounds

He went to A and M College to
study engineering. During all his studies and
college activities, he never forgot his dream.
When he came home from college on weekends and holiday visits, the first place he went
was Cherokee Bayou.
When he finished college, he came
back to Longview and set up a surveying office. He had a hard time during the depression, but not long after that, he begin pulling
himself up. During the Second World War, he
worked for the Government surveying the land
that the Big Inch Pipe Line would cross. On
that job he would sometimes be away as long
as three months, but he always came back,
and he always headed straight for Cherokee
Bayou.
During the time that he was working
on the Big Inch, he used any profit he made
to buy land in Cherokee Bayou. At that time
the land in that territory was priced very low.
Therefore, it was not hard to accumulate a
large acreage.
While he was a boy walking through
the bottomlands, he had realized that he must
have both money and prestige to make his
dream come true. In his opinion if you could
get the money, then the prestige was one of its
accessories. Therefore he worked hard and

very soon he had enough money to be able
“to keep his head above water and to keep
him afloat for a long time.” After he had the
money, he found that the prestige was not as
easy to get as he expected. He realized that
he must work just as hard for the prestige as
for the money.
Price joined many civic clubs and
made himself generally known. He made
many friends; friends who could help him
later.
Then about four years ago he
began planting his idea in some influential
men’s minds. He did it tactfully and carefully. Those people to whom he mentioned
his dream were interested and enthusiastic.
Moreover, Price was in a position to give them
a bargain. He simply said “I have the land.
Let’s build a lake.” All the land that he had
been buying at a low price, he sold to the Lake
Association at the same price he had bought
it for. By doing this he saved a great deal of
money in the cost of building the lake.
That was the beginning. From there
the lake idea was out of his hands. Many
people now knew about the proposed lake,
and with many people behind it, it was not
hard to push plans to completion.
The men behind the idea for the lake
devoted all their time working up the plans for
building the lake. There were many problems
to be met, and many times it looked as if the
lake were doomed. Each time, however, the
problem was solved and the lake was a little
nearer to a reality.
After plans were worked up, the
general public was told of the proposed lake
and the plans to sell stock in the Cherokee
Lake Association. It must be noted, however,
that during all the publicity of the lake and of
the men behind it, not once did Price’s name
appear in connection with the lake. For some
reason, known only to himself, he let other

Saturday, April 4th, 10:15 a.m.
Ben Preston IV
Catfish. 28.82 lbs.
Ben Preston (r) and Joey Pippin (l)

men take credit for his work.
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Price’s dream was now a reality.
Work on the dam was begun and of course, he
had a big part in that, too. A man from Dallas
was in charge of the building of the dam, and
Price was his assistant. All during the time
the dam was being built, however, the man in
charge of it was in Dallas. He left the actual
work in Price’s hands.
From the preceding reading one
might picture Price as a young man, very talkative and very energetic. Actually he is about
thirty seven and very quiet. He says little unless he is asked a question or his opinion. By
looking at him one would not expect him to be
the instigator of such a big project. In talking
with him, however, one can see how he might
have done a little work and much talking to
put the idea over. It is only by seeing him at
work that one can realize that no one could
work as he does without doing something big.
His every action has some reason and result.
He is not forceful, but he manages to make
people understand what he wants done, and it
is usually done. Such was the man behind the
idea of Lake Cherokee.
Price Thomas is a man who knows
what he wants and is willing to work to get it.
As a boy he dreamed of a sportsman’s paradise in the wastelands of Cherokee Bayou.
Not only did he make it a sportsman’s paradise, but he also brought commercial importance to Longview. The lake which is eleven
miles long will supply Longview with much of
its water supply. The Knox Lee Power Plant
which is now being erected will encourage
more industries to come to Longview.
It is now 1:57 on the morning of
March 28. There is a loud swish, and the
water is over the spillway. It must be a great
moment for Price Thomas, the man who
worked to make his dream come true. “

Sunday, April 5, 2015 10:40 a.m.
Ben Preston IV.
Catfish. 28.55 pounds
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MAY 2015

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
Law Day

1

Saturday

2

Loyalty Day

3
FULL

4

Cinco de Mayo

MOON

10
Mother’s Day

17

5

11

Fishing Club
Meeting 7 p.m.

Deadline to Submit
Variances &
Applications for
Outbuildings

18

12

6
Bridge Club

Lag BaOmer

National Nurses Day

National Day of
Prayer

13

Bridge Club

KF&T meeting 6 pm

19

20
Bridge Club
Chatter Ad Deadline

NEW

24

CWC Office closed

Savuot

31

Memorial Day

14
Golf Course
Board Meeting
6 p.m.

21

First Friends

8

9

15

16

Peace Officers
Memorial Day

Armed Forces
Day

22

23

29

30

CWC Board Mtg
6 p.m.
Preservation Club

MOON

25

7

26

27

28

Bridge Club

CHL Class

Sunday

Monday

1

Tuesday

2

JUNE 2015

Wednesday

3

Thursday

4

Friday

5

23

Saturday

6

Wet N Wild
Boat Rally

7

8

Deadline to Submit
Variances and
Applications for Outbuildings

14

9

Fishing Club
Meeting
7 p.m.

15

D-Day

Bridge Club

FULL MOON

NO KF&T meeting

16

10
Bridge Club

17

11

12

Golf Course
Board Meeting
6 p.m.

18

13
Boater
Education
Course

19

20

First Friends @ Noon

Flag Day

21

NEW MOON

22

23

Bridge Club

CWC Board Mtg
6 p.m.

Chatter Ad Deadline

Preservation Club

24

Father’s Day
Bridge Club

First Day of Summer

28

29

30

25

Emancipation Day

26

27

24

ANNUAL FISHING CONTEST
April 1-September 30

$50 prize monthly for: BREAM/CATFISH/BASS/CRAPPIE
All fish MUST be caught on Lake Cherokee by
Lake Cherokee shareholders.
When? The 30th day of each month. April-September
The monthly contest closes at 6:00 on the 29th of each month and a
new contest begins at 5:00 the 30th of each month.
Who? Lake Cherokee shareholders and eligible privilege card holders.
Contest Rules: All contestants MUST abide by the current CWC Rules
& Regulations and of the Texas Parks & Wildlife. All fish MUST be
weighed in alive. Please practice catch and release.
Weigh-in stations: Bo Besharse SD 14, Skinners in Lakeport, Lee’s
Creek Grocery & Cherokee Country Golf. Weigh-in receipts MUST be
turned in at the Cherokee Water Company, NK 20 with the date, fish,
weight, name, lot and number.
Winners will be listed in the Chatter monthly.
In case of a tie, the 1st entry weighed is the prize winner.

#1 Top Listing, Selling & Producing agency on Lake Cherokee (903) 643-2828 • www.LAKECHEROKEE.com

SL 53 $695,000

SK 66 $449,500

NQ 27 $640,000

NP 25 $995,000

NE 40 & NE 41 $550,000

NS 01 $540,000

